
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

MINUTES 

 September 28, 2026 

 

CALL TO ORDER & Mayor Hawkins at 5:30 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

LOCATION:  Admin Conference Room, City Hall, 1827 N. Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present: Council Members Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Moniz, 
and Verbeke 

   Absent:  None 

Also Present:  City Manager Tanghe, Asst City Manager Skopek, City Clerk Pierce, 
Chief of Police Gagon, Fire Chief Robinson, Deputy Fire Chief Strunk, Director of 
Community Development Cohen, Assistant Director of Community Development 
Lang, Finance Director/Treasurer Schulz, Deputy Treasurer Jones, Accountant 
Moss, Accountant Lines, Director of Recreation Stepp, Director of Senior Services 
Monroy Krieg, Fieldstone Golf Club Manager Hierlihy, Department of Public 
Works Director Baldante, Manager of Fleet & Roads Hefner, Manager of Public 
Utilities Deman, Economic Development Manager Carroll, Asst to the City 
Manager Hagge, Engineer Driesenga 

 

 0 Guests 

 

Workshop Topic:  Budget Workshop (1 of 2) 

 

Ms. Schulz presented the budget and reviewed items carried forward into 2027. She noted that General 
Fund revenues have remained relatively stable since last year and that the City will be drawing from its 
fund balance. 

 

Ms. Jones explained the property tax revenue.  She pointed out the two-year lag in revenue recognition 
from assessments and noted there is no growth factor for 2027-2031 revenue projections because it is 
offset by appeals.  She explained that the City continues to receive PPT reimbursement, but since it is not 
guaranteed, the budget assumes a conservative decrease.   

 

The following items were presented: major projects, wages and benefits, general fund by millage function, 
major and local road funding and road projects, and special assessments.  Ms. Schulz pointed out that a 
$500K transfer to Retiree Health Care, over the annual required contribution, is included.   

 

Mr. Lines presented the water and sewer fund.  He noted that the 2027 assumption is that the water rate 
will increase by 2% and the sewer rate will increase by 4%.  It was noted that the GLWA keeps raising the 
water rates.  The City has been gradually increasing the rates to keep the taxpayer costs lower, which is 
less than the rate the City is being charged. 

 

Mr. Lines presented the Fieldstone Golf Club budget and noted that they are projecting cash to increase 
each year except for 2029 due to the pond dredging project.  It was explained that the revenue is 
exceeding its budget.  It was proposed that golf pay back the funds for the veranda project to the general 
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fund.  Council discussed the cart path project which is proposed to be completed in 2027 and 2028.  
Council supported a budget amendment in order to complete the entire project in 2027.  

 

Council supported increasing contributions to Avondale Youth Assistance and Pontiac Youth Assistance 
from $13,000 to $16,000 and requested information on the number of Auburn Hills residents served.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM. 

 

 

 

Eugene Hawkins III, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce City Clerk 
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