
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 17, 2025 

 

OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS AT 7:00 PM 
The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to the newly elected City Council Members. 
 
CALL TO ORDER & Clerk Pierce at 7:03 PM. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
LOCATION:  Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Council Members Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz and Verbeke 
   Absent: None 

Also Present:  City Manager Tanghe, Asst City Manager Skopek, City Attorney Kelly, 
City Clerk Pierce, Police Chief Gagnon,  Fire Chief Robinson, DPW Director Baldante, 
Community Development Director Cohen, Asst. Community Development Director 
Lang, Finance Director/Treasurer Schulz, Deputy Treasurer Jones, Senior Services 
Director Monroy, Recreation Director Stepp, Community Engagement Mgr 
Passalacqua, Asst to the Manager Hagge, Engineer Driesenga 
 
38 Guests   

 
4. TRIBUTE TO COUNCILMAN ELECT GREG OUELLETTE 
State of Michigan Representatives Steele, Carter and Senator Moss were present to pay tribute to Councilman 
Elect Greg Ouellette.   
 
City Council presented a tribute to Councilman Elect Greg Ouellette.  Mr. Marzolf acknowledged the 
Proclamation from the Oakland County Board of Commissioners.   
 
Mrs. Ouellette was present to receive these tributes and thanked City Council and staff for their support during 
this time.  
 
5. ELECTION OF MAYOR 
Moved by Marzolf: 
 RESOLVED:  To nominate Eugene Hawkins for Mayor. 
Mr. Hawkins accepted the nomination.  
 
Moved by Verbeke, seconded by Moniz: 
 RESOLVED:  To close the nominations for the position of Mayor. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.165       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE FOR EUGENE HAWKINS FOR MAYOR: 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
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Resolution No. 25.11.166       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
6. ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM 
Moved by Fletcher: 
 RESOLVED:  To nominate Brian Marzolf for Mayor Pro Tem. 
Mr. Marzolf accepted the nomination. 
 
Moved by Verbeke, seconded by Moniz: 
 RESOLVED:  To close the nominations for the position of Mayor Pro Tem. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.167       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE FOR BRIAN MARZOLF FOR MAYOR PRO TEM: 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.168       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
Mr. Marzolf thanked the Councilmembers for their support and is looking forward to the continuation of 
working together.  He is especially looking forward to working with Mayor Hawkins and has complete 
confidence in him to continue to move the city forward.   
 
Mayor Hawkins shared that he is deeply humbled and extremely honored to serve on City Council for another 
four-year term.  He is excited to be selected by his council colleagues to serve as Mayor for the next two years.  
He stated that he will not take this responsibility lightly and will do everything in his power to serve with honor.  
He thanked his family, Team Hawkins, the residents and the city leadership.  
 
Clerk Pierce recessed the meeting at 7:26 PM. 
Mayor Hawkins reconvened the meeting at 7:38 PM. 
 
7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
7a. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, October 20, 2025 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of October 20, 2025. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.169       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
8. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
10. CONSENT AGENDA 
10a. Board and Commission Minutes 
 10a1. Tax Increment Finance Authority, August 12, 2025 
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 10a2. Tax Increment Finance Authority, September 9, 2025 
 10a3. Downtown Development Authority, October 13, 2025 
 RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Board and Commission Minutes. 
10b. Motion - To receive and file the Mariner Consulting 3rd quarter Cash Management Investment 

Performance Review.  
 RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Mariner Consulting 3rd quarter Cash Management Investment 

Performance Review. 
10c. Motion – To adopt the 2026 Benefits Resolution for Non-Union Personnel. 
 RESOLVED:  To adopt the 2026 Benefits Resolution for Non-Union Personnel, as submitted. 

(Attachment A) 
10d. Motion - To clarify the Local Road Budget Amendment for Birchfield Patrick Henry Project needed for 

the 2026 Budget. 
 RESOLVED:  To clarify the amendment of 10/20/2025 and reapprove the increase in the 2026 Local 

Road Fund appropriations of $620,000 for the Birchfield Patrick Henry project. Also, to increase the 
appropriations in the General fund Street Improvement Department $620,000 and the revenues in 
Local Roads fund $620,000.   

10e. Motion - To amend the General Fund Assessing department budget increasing appropriations $1,200.  
 RESOLVED:  To amend the General Fund Assessing department budget increasing appropriations 

$1,200. 
10f. Motion – To amend appropriate Wage and Benefit lines within General Fund Departments and other 

Funds. 
 RESOLVED:  To amend each General Fund department’s 2025 wages and/or benefit line increasing 

or decreasing appropriations as stated above. (Attachment B) 
 RESOLVED:  To amend the Fieldstone Golf Fund increasing the 2025 Budget appropriations as stated 

above. 
 RESOLVED:  To amend the Water/Sewer Fund increasing the 2025 Budget appropriations as stated 

above. 
10g. Motion – To award a three-year professional services agreement for Household Hazardous Waste 

Collection and Disposal. 
 RESOLVED:  To award ERG Environmental Services a three-year professional services agreement for 

the annual household hazardous waste collection and disposal event, with two optional one-year 
extensions. 

10h. Motion – To approve the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies Annual Permit for Work 
on State Highway Right-Of-Way Required by MDOT.  

 RESOLVED:  To approve the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies as required by 
MDOT for the purpose of receiving the 2026 Annual Construction Permit for miscellaneous 
operations within the State highway right-of-way. (Attachment C) 

10i. Motion – To approve a budget amendment for the 2025 Fleet Fund. 
 RESOLVED:  To amend the Fleet Repair and Service – External Account (661-594-932.001) by 

+$175,000 for the 2025 Fiscal Year. 
 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Moniz. 

RESOLVED: To approve the Consent Agenda. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.170       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
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11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
12. NEW BUSINESS 
12a. Public Hearing/Motion – To approve the Community Development Block Grant Funding Allocation for 

Program Year 2026. 
Ms. Monroy-Krieg shared that Oakland County has changed the process for Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Funding Allocation and is now a more competitive process than in the past.  She commented that 
with the changes, the city still plans to fund public services for 2026.   
 
Mayor Hawkins opened the Public Hearing at 7:45 PM.   
Hearing no comment, Mayor Hawkins closed the Public Hearing at 7:46 PM.   
 
Ms. Verbeke sought clarification regarding funding from the past two years and how it had been allocated.  
 
Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Conflict-of-Interest Certification as part of the CDBG application and 
to authorize the City Mayor to sign the application and staff to submit documents to Oakland County. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.171       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application budget line 
item: Yard Services in the amount of $11,000 and authorize the City Mayor to sign the application 
and staff to submit the documents to Oakland County. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.172       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
12b. Motion – To declare a vacancy on City Council. 
Mr. Tanghe stated that with the untimely passing of Mr. Ouellette, who won the two-year term, there is now 
a vacancy on City Council.  He explained that according to the City Charter the vacancy would be declared, and 
the City Council will need to appoint a new member to City Council within 30 days of the vacancy or proceed 
with a Special Election.  Once the process has been approved by the current City Council, the process will begin 
with an announcement on Wednesday declaring the vacancy.   
 
Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To declare a vacancy on City Council effective November 17, 2025. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.173       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
13. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
Mr. Moniz congratulated the candidates on running a good campaign and being elected.  He thanked the 
residents for their vote of confidence.   
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Ms. Verbeke congratulated those that won this past election.   
 
Dr. Fletcher congratulated the Deputy Clerk for receiving the designation of Master Municipal Clerk from the 
International Institute of Municipal Clerks.  She remarked that over the past two years, City Council has 
recognized the importance of leading by example and setting aside personal agendas and she urged the Council 
to continue serving Auburn Hills residents effectively.  
 
Mr. Ferguson announced the Tree Lighting and the Winter Solstice events that will take place later in the 
month.   
 
Mr. Marzolf congratulated Mayor Hawkins and those that were newly elected.  He thanked Clerk Pierce for her 
work on running the election. 
 
Mayor Hawkins congratulated those that won the election and Clerk Pierce for all her work.  He thanked the 
residents for their vote.  
 
14. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
 
15. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
Mr. Tanghe shared that the celebration of those exiting City Council will be held at the December 8th meeting.     
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Fletcher, Seconded by Moniz. 

RESOLVED: To adjourn the meeting. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Marzolf, Moniz, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 25.11.174       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
 

Eugene Hawkins III, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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