
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

City Council Workshop 

Minutes 

August 7, 2023 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McDaniel at 5:22 PM 

LOCATION:  Admin Conference Room, City Hall, 1827 N. Squirrel Rd, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present: Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, 
and Verbeke  

     Absent: None  

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Skopek, City Attorney 
Beckerleg, Clerk Pierce, Fire Chief Massingill, City Planner Keenan, Construction Coord 
Lang, DPW Director Baldante, Mgr of Public Utilities Deman, Mgr of Roads & Fleet Hefner, 
Management Assistant Hagge, Engineers Juidici & Russell 

 

0 Guests 

 

The workshop was held to discuss stormwater issues & stormwater utility. 

 

Mr. Baldante explained the basics of the stormwater system.  He explained that the stormwater infrastructure 
collects and safely conveys the stormwater.  The stormwater infrastructure has an approximate lifespan of 50-80 
years.  It is regulated by the Clean Water Act.  There is no dedicated funding source for the stormwater 
infrastructure system.  The infrastructure consists of pipes, manholes, catch basins, detention ponds, green 
infrastructure, culverts, streams, rivers, and drains. 

 

Mr. Baldante listed the value of the infrastructure system.  He stated that storm water from one home travels 
through $7.7 million worth of infrastructure before leaving the City.  He compared the budget of the sanitary 
system, the water system, and the stormwater system.  The stormwater system budget does not include the 
rehabilitation and repair of aging pipes, sewer jetting/cleaning and inspections, and the replacement of 
undersized sewers.  He presented a long-term outlook of the stormwater system with investment into 
preventative maintenance and noted that currently 12% of the system is in need of repair. 

 

Mr. Juidici discussed the costs of maintaining the stormwater infrastructure.  He explained that the City is starting 
to have age-related issues that need to be addressed.  He explained what is involved in maintaining the system, 
which would have an annual cost of $3.16 million. 

 

Ms. Russell explained that there are currently 12 communities in Michigan with a stormwater utility.  She noted 
that there is proposed legislation that would provide a framework for setting up a stormwater utility.  Discussion 
ensued regarding funding.  Mr. Baldante explained the options for funding a stormwater system such as a 
stormwater utility (user fee), a tax millage, or through the general fund.  Mr. Baldante confirmed that 
approximately $300K is spent on the stormwater infrastructure annually.   

 

Mr. Baldanted stated that the next steps would be to research the stormwater utility program.  Discussion ensued 
on what the program may look like and what would be considered.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM. 
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Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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