
 
 

AUBURN HILLS MEETING SCHEDULE 
248-370-9402  |  WWW.AUBURNHILLS.ORG 

 

 

AUGUST, 2023 

DAY 
 

TITLE TIME LOCATION 

7 City Council Workshop 5:30 PM Administrative Conference Room 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

7 City Council Meeting 7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

8 Tax Increment Finance 
Authority 4:00 PM 

Fieldstone Golf Club  
1984 Taylor Road 
NEW LOCATION 

9 Public Safety Advisory 
Committee 5:00 PM Public Safety Building  

1899 N. Squirrel Road 

9 Planning Commission 6:30 PM 
Hawk Woods Lodge 

3799 Bald Mountain Road 
TIME CHANGE & NEW LOCATION 

10 Zoning Board of Appeals  7:00 PM CANCELED 

14 Library Board 7:00 PM Auburn Hills Public Library 
3400 Seyburn Drive 

15 Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority 6:00 PM RESCHEDULED TO THE 29th 

15 Elected Officials 
Compensation Commission 6:00 PM Council Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 

21 City Council Meeting 7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

22 Public Safety Advisory 
Committee 5:00 PM RESCHEDULED TO THE 9th 

29 Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority 5:00 PM Administrative Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 
    

 

 

 
NOTE:  Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the American’s with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248.370.9402 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Staff will be please 
to make the necessary arrangements.  PLEASE BE ADVISED, DUE TO A LACK OF AGENDA ITEMS, SOME MEETINGS MAY 
BE CANCELED.  



 
 

AUBURN HILLS MEETING SCHEDULE 
248-370-9402  |  WWW.AUBURNHILLS.ORG 

 

 

SEPTEMBER, 2023  

 

DAY 
 

TITLE TIME LOCATION 

11 City Council Workshop 5:30 PM Administrative Conference Room 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

11 City Council Meeting 7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

11 Library Board 7:00 PM Auburn Hills Public Library 
3400 Seyburn Drive 

12 Tax Increment Finance 
Authority Informational Meeting 4:00 PM Administrative Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 

13 Pension Board/Retiree 
HealthCare 3:00 PM Administrative Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 

13 Planning Commission 7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

14 Zoning Board of Appeals  7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

18 Downtown Development 
Authority 5:30 PM Administrative Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 

19 Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority 6:00 PM Administrative Conference Room 

1827 N. Squirrel Road 

25 City Council Workshop 5:30 PM Administrative Conference Room 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

25 City Council Meeting 7:00 PM Council Chamber 
1827 N. Squirrel Road 

    

 
NOTE:  Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of special assistance under the American’s with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk’s Office at 248.370.9402 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Staff 
will be please to make the necessary arrangements.  PLEASE BE ADVISED, DUE TO A LACK OF AGENDA ITEMS, SOME 
MEETINGS MAY BE CANCELED.  



 

City Council meeting minutes are on file in the City Clerk’s Office. NOTE: Anyone planning to attend the meeting who has need of 
special assistance under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is asked to contact the City Clerk's Office at 248.370.9402 or the 
City Manager's Office at 248.370.9440 48 hours prior to the meeting. Staff will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Workshop Topic:   

  Stormwater Issues / Stormwater Utility  
 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a.  City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, July 24, 2023. 

5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

5a.  Promotion of Officer Chad Taylor to the rank of Detective 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Council Member so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

7a.  Board and Commission Minutes 

    7a1.  Tax Increment Finance Authority, July 11, 2023 

    7a2.  Tax Increment Finance Authority Special Meeting, July 25, 2023 

  7b.  Motion  –  To  receive  the  AndCo  Consulting  2nd  Quarter  Cash  Management  Investment 

Performance Review.   

  7c.  Motion – To approve the purchase of seven replacement vehicles. 

  7d.  Motion – To approve a change order for asphalt path repairs and budget amendments for the 

Veterans Memorial project. 

  7e.  Motion – To approve carpet replacement at the Police Department. 

  7f.  Motion – To approve design work for Fire Station 2 Modernization Project. 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

8a.  Motion – To consider non‐renewal of Comfort Suites hotel license. 

9. NEW BUSINESS 

9a.  Public Hearing / Motion – To approve the resolution for the Proposed Street Name Change of 
Phillips Road  to Bald Mountain Road, North of Walton Boulevard with an effective date of 
October 1, 2023.   

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 

11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

12. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2023 
Workshop Session ♦ 5:30 PM 

Admin Conference Room, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI  

Regular City Council Meeting ♦ 7:00 PM  
Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI  

248‐370‐9402 ♦ www.auburnhills.org 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 4A 

  CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES 

JULY 24, 2023 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor McDaniel at 7:00 PM. 

LOCATION:    Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 

Present:  Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, 
and Verbeke.   

      Absent:  None 

Also  Present:  City Manager  Tanghe,  Assistant  City Manager  Skopek,  City  Attorney 
Beckerleg, City Clerk Pierce, Chief of Police Gagnon, Fire Chief Massingill, Community 
Development Director Cohen, Construction Coordinator Lang, Recreation and Senior 
Services  Director  Adcock,  General Manager  of  Fieldstone Golf  Club  Hierlihy,  DPW 
Director Baldante, Manager of Fleet & Roads Hefner, Management Assistant Hagge,  
Engineer Driesenga 

 

      10 Guests 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

4a.  City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, July 10, 2023. 

Moved by Carrier, Seconded by Hawkins. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of July 10, 2023. 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  None 

Resolution No. 23.07.078              Motion Carried (7 ‐ 0) 

 

5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT 

David Sanders, 224 Juniper, expressed concern with the state of the construction site on Primary Street.  He 
stated  that  he  likes  the  caution  lights  on  the  crosswalks  in  town.   Mayor McDaniel  noted  that  the  code 
enforcement officers continuously check to seek compliance on the Primary Street construction site. 

 

Tyler  Stefancin,  3117  Lincolnview,  questioned  Zoning  Ordinance  Section  18.13  regarding  the  storage  of 
recreational vehicles, specifically converted recreational vehicles.  He explained the State process to convert a 
vehicle which irradicates the history of the vehicle.  He shared a photo of the E‐Series Cutaway vehicle that he 
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owns and a current photo of  it parked  in his driveway.   He requested to be allowed to continue to park his 
vehicle, which is going to be converted into a recreational vehicle.   

 

Mayor McDaniel confirmed that non‐traditional buses and vans that are converted are not allowed to be stored 
on a residential site.  Mr. Beckerleg explained that in looking at the photo, his vehicle is clearly a bus which is 
prohibited under the ordinance. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

7a.  Motion ‐ To proclaim September 11‐17, 2023 as Patriot Week and September 11, 2023 as Patriot Day 

in the City of Auburn Hills. 

  RESOLVED:  To proclaim September 11‐17, 2023 as Patriot Week and September 11, 2023 as Patriot 

Day in the City of Auburn Hills. (Attachment A) 

7b.  Motion – To accept an amendment to the Senior Center Grant Agreement for Local Fiscal Recovery 
Fund Distribution. 

RESOLVED:  To accept an amendment to the Senior Center Grant Agreement for Local Fiscal Recovery 
Fund Distribution Between Oakland County and the City of Auburn Hills. 

7c.  Motion – To approve a five‐year golf car lease at Fieldstone Golf Club. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the 2024 Golf Car Fleet Operational Lease with Midwest Golf & Turf for a 
total  amount  not  to  exceed  $480,266.10,  distributed  over  five  years  at  an  annual  expense  of 
$96,053.22 and authorize the City Manager to convey acceptance by purchase order. 

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the Consent Agenda. 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  None 

Resolution No. 23.07.079              Motion Carried (7 ‐ 0) 

 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

8a.  Motion – To consider non‐renewal of Comfort Suites hotel license. 

Ms. Pierce  reviewed  the conditions  in which Comfort Suites has been operating since  the  last City Council 
meeting.  Comfort Suites was to have fully operating smoke detectors in place, the pool area was to remain 
closed until the violations in that area were corrected and the fire watch had to continue.  It was shared that 
upon a follow up inspection, the smoke detectors had been installed however, the sprinkler heads had been 
painted over making them non‐compliant.  The violations in the pool area were addressed and the fire watch 
has continued.  It was also reported that Oakland County Treasury was contacted to confirm all taxes were paid 
for this property, and it was reported that there is a balance of just over $3,500 due.   

 

Chief Massingill confirmed that an inspection was completed this morning and confirmed that there had been 
some work completed however there are still around sixteen items that need to be addressed, one being the 
fire alarm panel.  Some of the sprinkler heads have been replaced however, they have been painted over and 
now need to be repaired.  Chief Massingill shared the main concern is that the fire alarm system is not alerting 
Oakland County Dispatch which would in turn alert the Auburn Hills Fire Department if there was an issue.   

 

Mr. Lang, Community Development, reported that the open building permits and the electrical issues that were 
identified at the last meeting have not been corrected.  The facility has missing electrical covers, making the 
junction boxes open and accessible.   
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Mr. Lyle Russell, attorney for Comfort Suites, Mr. Robert Haywood and Mr. Dinesh Chaundhary, Representing 
Comfort Suites were present in the meeting.  Mr. Russell stated that Mr. Janantik Pandya (John) is the current 
owner, and he was not present due to an accident.  

 

Mr.  Haywood  explained  that  the  detectors  that  were  defective  have  now  been  replaced  and  that  the 
notification system does work.  He clarified that the only error on the panel was because the fire sprinkler had 
been turned off so he could replace the sprinkler heads.  He explained that the fire panel requires two phone 
lines and one of the lines got crossed.  The phone company has been notified that this needs to be fixed.  He 
stated that he is at their mercy for repairing the issue.  Mr. Haywood stated that he is looking into a cell line as 
a backup.   He also shared that the fire watch  is still going on and that no guest  is staying  in an area that  is 
unprotected.  He stated that there are one or two fire doors that are not closing properly.  Based on fire code, 
they are able to repair the doors instead of replacing them which will save money but is an issue that will take 
time to resolve.     

 

It was stated that while progress has been made over the past thirty days, the concern continues to be the 
health, safety and welfare of anyone staying  there and making sure  if there  is an  issue  that the building  is 
notified, and people can get out safely.   

 

Mr. Russell commented that the prospective buyers will purchase this  location  if the compliance  issues are 
corrected.  If not, the sale is off.   

 

Mr. Hawkins asked if any lives were at risk due to the violations that still exist at Comfort Suites, and why do 
we continue to kick this issue down the road.   He expressed his frustration and stated that this is unacceptable 
in Auburn Hills and that this is not the type of facility we want in our City.   

 

Mr. Marzolf shared his concerns as well.   He asked  if  the guests are  informed  that  there  is not a properly 
working alarm system and that they are on a fire watch.  Mr. Haywood confirmed that they are not.   

 

Mayor McDaniel stated that there needs to be a definitive timeframe for the phone line so this problem can 
be solved.  There are issues here that are life threatening.  He instructed that the delinquent tax payments be 
paid directly to Oakland County with the receipt being delivered to the City Clerk’s Office.   

 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Carrier. 

RESOLVED:  To grant a two week extension to the applicant to complete all of the items set forth 
on Mr. Lang’s report as well as the Fire Department’s report, except that the fire alarm panel has to 
be fully operational by tomorrow at 3:00 PM, the sprinkler system has to be fully operational working 
by tomorrow at 3:00 PM, a backup radio to serve as a backup system has to be paid for with proof 
of an invoice by 3:00 PM tomorrow, the personal property taxes  due and owing in the amount of 
approximately $3,500 have to be paid tomorrow.  If those four items are not done tomorrow by 3:00 
PM then the request for renewal will be denied.  If those items are done tomorrow by 3:00 PM, then 
they will have the remainder of the two weeks to complete the other items on Mr. Lang, Mr. Toss, 
and Chief Massingill’s reports. 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  Hawkins, Marzolf 

Resolution No. 23.07.080              Motion Carried (5 ‐ 2) 
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9. NEW BUSINESS 

9a.  Motion – Accept the Introduction of the Resolution for the Proposed Street Name Change of Phillips 
Road to Bald Mountain Road, North of Walton Boulevard and Set the Public Hearing for Adoption at 
the Meeting of August 7, 2023.  

Mr. Lang explained that the City has initiated the process of changing the name of Phillips Rd from north of 
Walton Blvd to Bald Mountain Rd.  A Public Hearing should be held to hear comments on the proposed change. 
The change  is being proposed  for safety reasons and  improved wayfinding  for emergency services and  the 
general public.  The construction of the new roundabout that connects Phillips Rd, Shimmons Rd, and Lapeer 
Rd prompted this change.  The elimination of the existing Lapeer Rd crossover has resulted in the fragment of 
Phillips Rd which merges  into Bald Mountain Rd  to no  clear point of  change.    This  change will  eliminate 
problems caused by having two roads with the same name that do not connect.  This is a critical improvement 
for public safety and ensures that resources are not mistakenly routed to the wrong location.  In addition, this 
will make Bald Mountain Rd a continuous north/south throughfare between Walton Blvd and Dutton Rd.  If 
adopted, property owners directly impacted by the name change will be notified to allow them time to make 
necessary arrangements and notify others of their new address.  Mr. Lang confirmed that this will affect eight 
residences, three utility addresses for metering purposes and one church.   

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Cionka. 

RESOLVED:  To accept the introduction of the attached resolution for the proposed street name 
change of Phillips Road  to Bald Mountain Road, north of Walton Boulevard,  and  set  the public 
hearing for adoption at the meeting of August 7, 2023. (Attachment B) 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  None 

Resolution No. 23.07.081              Motion Carried (7 ‐ 0) 

 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 

Mr. Marzolf stated that he likes the flashing signals being used at the crosswalks located at the Clinton River 
Trail and at Squirrel and Auburn.  He would like to see more of them used throughout the City. 

 

11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

12. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

Mr. Tanghe commented on the condition of the hotel discussed tonight.    

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Hearing no objections, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:09 PM. 

 

 

 

Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor    Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PATRIOT WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 11 - 17, 2023 

  
 
WHEREAS, throughout our country's history, the people of our great state and nation 

have worked together to ensure the preservation of the American ideals of 
freedom and liberty we enjoy today; and 

  
WHEREAS, American patriotism has endured through times of turmoil and times of 

peace, carrying our nation through the darkest days of history and 
strengthening our commitment to the ideals upon which our country was 
founded; and 

  
WHEREAS, in great reverence to the victims of the attacks on September 11, 2001, and 

recognition of the signing of the Constitution on September 17, 1787, Patriot 
week is a time to celebrate the principles set forth by our Founding Fathers 
as well as the countless Patriots, vital documents, speeches, and flags that 
helped make America the great nation it is today. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Kevin McDaniel, Mayor of Auburn Hills, do 

hereby proclaim September 11 - 17, 2023 as PATRIOT WEEK and September 
11, 2023, as PATRIOT DAY throughout the City and encourage all residents 
to renew their appreciation and understanding of America's spirit and reflect 
on the importance of patriotism to America's past, present, and future. 

 
 

Hereby presented on this ___ day of July, 2023, 
on behalf of the Auburn Hills City Council. 

                     

               Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

P R O C L A M A T I O N  
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED STREET NAME CHANGE 

OF PHILLIPS ROAD FROM BALD MOUNTAIN ROAD, 

NORTH OF WALTON BOULEVARD 

 

At a regular meeting of  the City Council of  the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, held  in  the 
Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 p.m. on the ___ day of August 
2023, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson ____ and supported by Councilperson _____: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills has  initiated action to rename the public road from Phillips Road to Bald 
Mountain Road, north of Walton Boulevard;  

 

WHEREAS, a roundabout was constructed at the previous intersection of Phillips Road and Shimmons Road, 
connecting this intersection to Lapeer Road;  

 

WHEREAS, the previous vehicle access from Bald Mountain Road to Lapeer Road has been permanently closed;  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on August 7, 2023 to receive comments and consider the 
proposed street name change per the City’s Code of Ordinances; 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that renaming the entire length of Phillips Road, north of Walton 
Boulevard, is in the best interest of public health and safety as it would create a clear and continual street name 
for the entire public roadway once complete.  The new street name would assist in rapid property identification 
by emergency first responders and improve traffic navigation for the general population. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved that the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills approves and authorizes 
the renaming of Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard. Said portion of the roadway is shown on Exhibit A.  
The street name change will officially be implemented on October 1, 2023.   

 

AYES: 

NAYES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

 

I, Laura M. Pierce,  the duly qualified and appointed City Clerk of  the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a regular 
meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the ___ day of August 2023, the original of which is on file in 
my office. 

 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this _____ day of ______________, 2023. 

 

Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 8, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7A1 

  TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 

“Not Yet Approved” 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY MEETING 
 

July 11, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Kneffel called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM.  
 

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
      Absent:    None 

Also Present:   Brandon Skopek, Assistant City Manager / TIFA Executive Director; Andrew Hagge, 
Management Assistant 

      Guests:    Six 
 
LOCATION: Auburn Hills City Hall, Administrative Conference Room, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 
None.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. TIFA Regular Meeting Minutes – June 13, 2023 
 
There was no discussion on the approval of the minutes.  
 
Moved by Mr. Goodhall to approve the TIFA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes from June 13, 2023 as presented.  
Seconded by Mr. Carrier 

 
Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
No:         none 

 
Motion carried   

 
CORRESPONDENCE & PRESENTATIONS 
 
None.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
The following item was removed from the Consent Agenda:  

 Item A (FY 2023 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – June 30, 2023) by Mr. Moniz 
 

A. FY 2023 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – June 30, 2023 
 
Mr. Moniz removed this  item to  inquire about the water costs associated with the splash pad and the potential to explore 
opportunities to lessen the splash pad water costs. Mr. Skopek informed the Board that City staff is currently alternatives to 
bring down the splash pad costs.  



Page 2 
 
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to receive and file the financial report for the period ending June 30, 2023.  
Seconded by Mr. Goodhall 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
No:         none 

 
Motion carried   

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Consider Approval of Liquor License Transfer Agreement – Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC 
 
Mr. Skopek introduced the representatives from Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC and briefly discussed their new restaurant, which 
will be located at 3300 Auburn Road. Additionally, representatives of Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC and Designhaus, presented 
the business plan for the restaurant, which will be named Cantina El Dorado. The presentation included the restaurant’s hours 
of operations, design and layout, potential parking concerns, and touched on their history as restaurant owners and managers.  
 
Moved by Mr. Goodhall to approve the attached agreement between the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority and 
Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC, and authorize the Executive Director to execute the agreement. Further, approve the Auburn 
Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority recommending to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission that the Auburn Hills Tax 
Increment Finance Authority’s liquor license be removed from escrow and placed into active operation in the name of and 
for use by Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC at Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC’s restaurant at 3300 Auburn Road, Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, subject to the terms of the Agreement between the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority and Hot Taco 
of Auburn Hills, LLC. Included in this Motion to Approve is a condition that in the event that the liquor license is not placed 
in Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC’s name by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, but remains in the name of the Auburn 
Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority during Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC’s use of the liquor license, said Agreement will be 
revised to add language providing that Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC will obtain a liquor license liability insurance policy in 
an amount  satisfactory  to  the Auburn Hills Tax  Increment Finance Authority and name  the Auburn Hills Tax  Increment 
Finance Authority and the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority Board as additional insureds and the Agreement 
also being revised to  include  language providing that Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC will indemnify and hold harmless the 
Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority and its Board, Directors, agents, representatives, successors and assigns, from 
any liability, damages, claims, injuries, lawsuits, verdicts, judgments, attorney’s fees and costs arising from and/or pertaining 
to Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC’s use of the  liquor  license and/or the operation of  its restaurant at 3300 Auburn Road, 
Auburn Hills, Michigan. 
Seconded by Mr. Moniz 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
B. Budget Amendment for Finance/Treasurer Office Renovation 

 
Mr. Skopek presented the agenda item regarding a budget amendment for an office renovation in the Finance and Treasury 
departments. Currently, the TIF‐D budget contains $20,000 for carpet replacement in the Finance, Treasury, Clerk, and 
Assessing offices. The budget amendment would increase that budget by $80,000. The $100,000 would be used for an office 
renovation, as opposed to just carpet replacement, which would include new office furniture, carpet, and paint. City staff 
would begin to put the necessary work out to bid and begin the process for the Finance and Treasury departments office 
renovation.  
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Moved by Mr. Moniz to approve a budget amendment to the fiscal year 2023 TIF‐D budget, increasing appropriations by 
$80,000 for office renovations at City Hall. 
Seconded by Mr. Carrier  
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR UPDATE 
 
Mr. Skopek informed the Board on the latest updates regarding development and construction timeline of the new downtown 
development, The Webster. Additionally, Mr. Skopek  foreshadowed  to  the Board  that an agenda  item aimed  to assist The 
Webster development with construction would be presented to the Board at an upcoming TIFA Board meeting.   
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Goodhall  inquired about  issues  that can arise  from Board member communications  taking place on email. Mr. Skopek 
informed the Board on what does and does not violate the Open Meetings Act.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The  next  regularly  scheduled  TIFA  Board  of Directors meeting  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  August  8,  2023  at  4:00  p.m.  at 
Fieldstone Golf Club, 1984 Taylor Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to adjourn the TIFA Board meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. Waltenspiel 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge, Waltenspiel 
No:         None 

 
Motion carried  

 
The TIFA Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 
 
 
Steve Goodhall          Andrew Hagge 
Secretary of the Board        Management Assistant 

 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 8, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7A2 

  TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 

“Not Yet Approved” 
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY SPECIAL MEETING 
 

July 25, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Kneffel called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM.  
 

ROLL CALL:  Present:   Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge 
      Absent:    Waltenspiel 

Also Present:   Brandon Skopek, Assistant City Manager / TIFA Executive Director; Tom Tanghe, 
City Manager;  Adam Massingill,  Fire  Chief;  Steve  Baldante,  Director  of  Public 
Works 

      Guests:    None 
 
LOCATION: Auburn Hills City Hall, Administrative Conference Room, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Award a Contract for Professional Services for the Fire Station 2 Modernization Project 
 
Mr. Massingill presented a memo dated  July 17, 2023. He noted  that  the goal of  this modernization project  is  to  improve 
working  conditions,  increase  productivity,  and  improve  service  delivery  out  of  Station  2.  The  plan  includes  updating 
workstations and improving the layout of the station, relocating bunkrooms from the basement to the first floor, which will 
decrease response times, and constructing warm and cool zones that provide for decontamination areas. He noted that the 
first floor was previously the home to the Fire Department Administrative Staff, but those staff members have now moved to 
a new building on the Municipal Campus so that the modernization project could begin. Six bids were received for the design 
work, with the Spicer Group being the low bid. Following a favorable interview with the firm, staff is recommending approval 
of a bid award for the design services to Spicer Group. He concluded by mentioning that this station was not originally built for 
24‐hour shifts, so the upgrades are necessary to function as a 24‐hour station. 
 
Moved by Mr. Carrier to award a contract for professional services for architectural design for the Fire Station 2 
Modernization Project to Spicer Group in the amount not to exceed $58,500.  Funding for this endeavor is budgeted in 
account number 253‐737‐975.000‐FIRESTATION2. 
Seconded by Mr. Moniz 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. Discussion of the Acquisition of Real Estate 
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Moved by Mr. Moniz to adjourn the regular session and enter into Executive Session to discuss the acquisition of real estate 
at 4:20 p.m. 
Seconded by Mr. Carrier 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
Minutes filed under separate cover.  
 
Moved by Dr. Eldredge to adjourn the Executive Session regarding the discussion of the acquisition of real estate and return 
to regular session at 4:49 p.m. 
Seconded by Mr. Goodhall 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Mr. Goodhall to adjourn the Special TIFA Board meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. Moniz 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Moniz, Goodhall, Carrier, Gudmundsen, Eldredge 
No:         None 

 
Motion carried  

 
The TIFA Board of Directors Special Meeting adjourned at 4:49 p.m. 
 
 
Steve Goodhall          Brandon Skopek 
Secretary of the Board        Assistant City Manager 

 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE: AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7B 

  FINANCE 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Salvatore Vittone, Deputy Treasurer 

Submitted:  July 31, 2023 

Subject:  Motion  –  To  receive  and  file  the  AndCo  Consulting  2nd  quarter  Cash  Management 
Investment Performance Review   

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

 

Public Act 213 of 2007 requires local governments to prepare periodic investment reports for presentation to the 
governing body. The investment of the City’s working capital or surplus monies is governed by the City’s Investment 
Policy document which incorporates both state (Public Act 20 of 1943 as amended) and local statutes. 

 

In  January of 2011, the City engaged the services of a third‐party consultant  to provide a  level of due diligence 
beyond internal staff review, perform quarterly reviews of the performance of the City’s investment portfolio, and 

to ensure the City’s investment portfolio remains in compliance with Public Act 20. Currently, the City’s investment 

consultant  is  Brian Green  of AndCo  Consulting,  and Mary Donovan  of  Insight  Investment  serves  as  the  City’s 
investment manager. 

   

Beginning in 2015, cash and investment reporting was provided quarterly in a summarized format, to be included 
on the consent agenda. The City’s investment consultant began addressing City Council a minimum of two times 
during the year, regarding the City’s managed cash and investments. 

 

Attached is the 2nd quarter 2023 investment performance review condensed report prepared by AndCo Consulting. 
The select pages include both a Summary and Executive report. These pages provide a summary of the City’s asset 
allocation of investments, past and current performance, market values, and an evaluation. The complete 17‐page 
quarterly report is filed with the City Clerk and available for review at any time. 

   

As  has  been  the  practice,  AndCo  Consulting’s  report  includes  only  managed  cash  invested  through  Insight 
Investment, the Local Government Investment Pool, Michigan CLASS, and Certificate of Deposits. Cash held by the 

city for operational needs, in a non‐interest‐bearing checking account, is not reported. 

 

As  of  June  30,  2023  (unaudited),  there was  approximately  $40.8 M  available  for  City  operations  in  the  City’s 
operational checking account and allocated as follows: 

      $20.6 M Governmental Funds 

      $8.9 M Enterprise Funds 

      $2.7 M Internal Service Funds 

      $8.5 M Component Unit Funds 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends the acceptance of the 2023 2nd quarter ending June 30, 2023 Cash Management Investment 
Performance review as attached and submitted by AndCo Consulting. 

 

MOTION 

Move to receive and file the AndCo Consulting 2nd quarter Cash Management Investment Performance Review. 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



<CBDoc  TenantId="2" EntityTypeId="3100" EntityId="2715" DocumentTypeId="2" EffectiveDate="06/30/2023" Interval="1" />

Investment Performance Review

Period Ending June 30, 2023

City of Auburn Hills -

Cash Management



 

 
 

CONCLUSIONS 

City of Auburn Hills – Cash 
Management Investment 
Performance Evaluation 

Second Quarter 2023

1. Investment Results for the $93.5 million portfolio managed by Insight Investment and the Finance Director/Treasurer fell below expectations for the 
quarter and for the trailing year.  The investment rate of return was +0.23% for the quarter and +1.90% for the past 12 months.  These results 
compare to +1.17% return for T-Bills this quarter, and +3.59% for the past 12 months.  While the portfolio has lagged the benchmark for the year, it 
has significantly outperformed peers over that same time period.  Longer term results (trailing 3 year and 5 year) are well ahead of peers.   

 
2. Investment Activity for the quarter: 

 
 Manager Interest $ FMV Adjustment Total 

1) Insight Investment $301,676  ($439,955) ($138,279) 

2) Oakland County Invest Pool $20,594  N/A  $20,594  

3) CDs plus J Fund $1,606  N/A $1,606  

4) Michigan CLASS $63,501  N/A $63,501  

5) Michigan CLASS EDGE $287,277  ($23,457) $263,820  
 TOTAL $674,654  ($463,412) $211,242  

 

3. Investment Activity for the trailing 12 months:  
 

 Manager Interest $ FMV Adjustment Total 

1) Insight Investment $1,001,461  ($375,799) $625,662  

2) Oakland County Invest Pool $69,907  ($638) $69,269  

3) CDs plus J Fund $9,233  N/A $9,233  

4) Michigan CLASS $182,783  N/A $182,783  

5) Michigan CLASS EDGE $911,081  $1,045  $912,126  
 TOTAL $2,174,465  ($375,392) $1,799,073  

 

4. The Average Credit Quality on the portfolio is AAA. 

 
5. General investment guidelines and policies, as well as specific guidelines on safety and liquidity, are being followed. 

 
6. Insight Investment and the Finance Director/Treasurer are earning competitive returns, net-of-fees.  The active cash management program is both paying 

for itself and providing a significantly greater return on investment for the city after more than 12 years.  Of note, the professional management of the Cash 
pools has added $1,157,678 in additional return since January 2010. 

 



Asset Allocation & Performance

Allocation

Market
Value $

%

Performance(%)

QTR Ending
Sep-2022

QTR Ending
Dec-2022

QTR Ending
Mar-2023

QTR Ending
Jun-2023

1 YR 2 YR 3 YR 5 YR Inception
Inception

Date

Aggregate Cash Management 93,559,268 100.0 -0.55 0.87 1.34 0.23 1.90 0.18 0.22 1.44 1.02 01/01/2010

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 0.84 1.07 1.17 3.59 1.87 1.27 1.55 0.74

Insight Investment 59,375,835 63.5 -1.28 0.88 1.56 -0.23 0.91 -0.96 -0.55 1.15 0.96 01/01/2010

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 0.84 1.07 1.17 3.59 1.87 1.27 1.55 0.74

   IM U.S. Cash Fixed Income (SA+CF) Median 0.36 0.95 1.25 1.26 3.88 1.48 1.41 1.82 1.41

Michigan Class 4,712,494 5.0 0.60 0.94 1.18 1.29 4.07 2.13 1.45 1.68 1.63 05/01/2017

Michigan Class Edge 23,580,766 25.2 0.52 1.00 1.11 1.13 3.82 3.33 05/01/2022

Oakland County LGIP 5,617,580 6.0 0.30 0.26 0.31 0.37 1.25 0.87 0.89 1.39 1.28 05/01/2015

Certificates of Deposit 253,487 0.3 0.11 0.32 0.31 0.31 1.05 0.76 0.69 1.29 0.91 01/01/2010

Comerica Govt Cash 19,105 0.0 0.49 0.58 1.07 1.25 3.43 1.77 1.18 1.41 1.22 03/01/2016

Financial Reconciliation

Market
Value

01/01/2023
Income

Net
Investment
Gain/Loss

Net Cash
Flow

Market
Value

06/30/2023

Aggregate Cash Management 96,542,175 1,309,504 161,745 -4,454,156 93,559,268

Insight Investment 58,597,409 589,486 188,940 - 59,375,835

Michigan Class 4,496,034 116,482 - 99,978 4,712,494

Michigan Class Edge 27,545,650 558,574 -23,457 -4,500,000 23,580,766

Oakland County LGIP 5,580,598 41,742 -3,737 -1,023 5,617,580

Certificates of Deposit 251,927 1,560 - - 253,487

Comerica Govt Cash 70,557 1,660 - -53,112 19,105

Jun-2023 : $93,559,268

Oakland County LGIP
6.0%

Michigan Class Edge
25.2%

Michigan Class
5.0%

Insight Investment
63.5%

Summary Report

City of Auburn Hills - Cash Management

As of June 30, 2023

Page 1



Comparative Performance

MTH QTR YTD 1 YR 3 YR 5 YR Inception
Inception

Date

Aggregate Cash Management -0.07 (23) 0.23 (19) 1.57 (18) 1.90 (13) 0.22 (9) 1.44 (5) 1.02 (14) 01/01/2010

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 0.74 (45)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.71

Oakland County Investment Pool 0.07 (19) 0.37 (17) 0.68 (75) 1.25 (14) 0.89 (8) 1.39 (7) 1.28 (1) 05/01/2015

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 1.19 (3)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.40

Michigan Class 0.38 (13) 1.29 (4) 2.48 (3) 4.07 (1) 1.45 (1) 1.68 (1) 1.63 (1) 05/01/2017

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 1.50 (3)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.41

Michigan Class Edge 0.41 (13) 1.13 (9) 2.25 (8) 3.82 (3) N/A N/A 3.33 (3) 05/01/2022

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 3.15 (4)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 -0.53

Certificates of Deposit 0.31 (16) 0.31 (18) 0.62 (81) 1.05 (14) 0.69 (8) 1.29 (9) 0.91 (27) 01/01/2010

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 0.74 (45)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.71

Comerica Govt Cash 0.43 (10) 1.25 (5) 2.33 (7) 3.43 (5) 1.18 (4) 1.41 (6) 1.22 (5) 03/01/2016

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 1.32 (4)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.43

Insight Investment -0.32 (29) -0.23 (27) 1.33 (26) 0.91 (14) -0.55 (14) 1.15 (10) 0.96 (21) 01/01/2010

   90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill 0.46 (5) 1.17 (8) 2.25 (8) 3.59 (4) 1.27 (3) 1.55 (3) 0.74 (45)

   IM U.S. Short Term Treasury/Govt Bonds (MF) Median -0.53 -0.64 0.93 -0.35 -1.46 0.46 0.71

   Insight Investment (Net of Fees) -0.32 (29) -0.23 (27) 1.33 (26) 0.82 (16) -0.62 (15) 1.09 (10) 0.89 (29)

Comparative Performance Trailing Returns

City of Auburn Hills - Cash Management

As of June 30, 2023

Returns for periods greater than one year are annualized.
Returns are expressed as percentages.
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Schedule of Investable Assets

Aggregate Cash Management 90 Day U.S. Treasury Bill Net Cash Flow

$0

$10,900,000

$21,800,000

$32,700,000

$43,600,000

$54,500,000

$65,400,000

$76,300,000

$87,200,000

$98,100,000

$109,000,000

$119,900,000

M
a

rk
e

t
 

V
a

lu
e

12/09 9/10 6/11 3/12 12/12 9/13 6/14 3/15 12/15 9/16 6/17 3/18 12/18 9/19 6/20 3/21 12/21 9/22 6/23

$85,406,521

$93,559,268
$92,401,590

Schedule of Investable Assets

Periods Ending
Beginning

Market Value
$

Net
Cash Flow

$

Gain/Loss
$

Ending
Market Value

$
%Return

Jan-2010 To Jun-2023 42,139,379 43,267,141 8,152,748 93,559,268 1.02

Schedule of Investable Assets

City of Auburn Hills - Cash Management

January 1, 2010 To June 30, 2023
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Disclosures 

  
 
AndCo compiled this report for the sole use of the client for which it was prepared.  AndCo is responsible for evaluating the performance results of the Total Fund along with the investment advisors by comparing 
their performance with indices and other related peer universe data that is deemed appropriate.  AndCo uses the results from this evaluation to make observations and recommendations to the client. 
 
 
AndCo uses time-weighted calculations which are founded on standards recommended by the CFA Institute.  The calculations and values shown are based on information that is received from custodians.  AndCo 
analyzes transactions as indicated on the custodian statements and reviews the custodial market values of the portfolio.  As a result, this provides AndCo with a reasonable basis that the investment information 
presented is free from material misstatement.  This methodology of evaluating and measuring performance provides AndCo with a practical foundation for our observations and recommendations.  Nothing came to 
our attention that would cause AndCo to believe that the information presented is significantly misstated. 
 
 
This performance report is based on data obtained by the client’s custodian(s), investment fund administrator, or other sources believed to be reliable.  While these sources are believed to be reliable, the data 
providers are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of their statements. Clients are encouraged to compare the records of their custodian(s) to ensure this report fairly and accurately reflects their various 
asset positions. 
 
 
The strategies listed may not be suitable for all investors.  We believe the information provided here is reliable, but do not warrant its accuracy or completeness.  Past performance is not an indication of future 
performance.  Any information contained in this report is for informational purposes only and should not be construed to be an offer to buy or sell any securities, investment consulting, or investment management 
services. 
 
 
Additional information included in this document may contain data provided by from index databases, public economic sources and the managers themselves.   
 
 
This document may contain data provided by Bloomberg Barclays.   Bloomberg Barclays Index data provided by way of Barclays Live.   
 
 
This document may contain data provided by Standard and Poor’s.  Nothing contained within any document, advertisement or presentation from S&P Indices constitutes an offer of services in jurisdictions where 
S&P Indices does not have the necessary licenses. All information provided by S&P Indices is impersonal and is not tailored to the needs of any person, entity or group of persons. Any returns or performance 
provided within any document is provided for illustrative purposes only and does not demonstrate actual performance. Past performance is not a guarantee of future investment results.   
 
 
This document may contain data provided by MSCI, Inc.  Copyright MSCI, 2017.  Unpublished.  All Rights Reserved.  This information may only be used for your internal use, may not be reproduced or 
redisseminated in any form and may not be used to create any financial instruments or products or any indices.  This information is provided on an “as is” basis and the user of this information assumes the entire 
risk of any use it may make or permit to be made of this information.  Neither MSCI, any of its affiliates or any other person involved in or related to compiling, computing or creating this information makes any 
express or implied warranties or representations with respect to such information or the results to be obtained by the use thereof, and MSCI, its affiliates and each such other person hereby expressly disclaim all 
warranties (including, without limitation, all warranties of originality, accuracy, completeness, timeliness, non-infringement, merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose) with respect to this information.  
Without limiting any of the foregoing, in no event shall MSCI, any of its affiliates or any other person involved in or related to compiling, computing or creating this information have any liability for any direct, indirect, 
special, incidental, punitive, consequential or any other damages (including, without limitation, lost profits) even if notified of, or if it might otherwise have anticipated, the possibility of such damages.   
 
 
This document may contain data provided by Russell Investment Group.  Russell Investment Group is the source owner of the data contained or reflected in this material and all trademarks and copyrights related 
thereto.  The material may contain confidential information and unauthorized use, disclosure, copying, dissemination or redistribution is strictly prohibited.  This is a user presentation of the data.  Russell Investment 
Group is not responsible for the formatting or configuration of this material or for any inaccuracy in presentation thereof. 
 
 
This document may contain data provided by Morningstar.  All rights reserved.  Use of this content requires expert knowledge.  It is to be used by specialist institutions only.  The information contained herein: (1) is 
proprietary to Morningstar and/or its content providers; (2) may not be copied, adapted or distributed; and (3) is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely.  Neither Morningstar nor its content providers are 
responsible for any damages or losses arising from any use of this information, except where such damages or losses cannot be limited or excluded by law in your jurisdiction.  Past financial performance is not 
guarantee of future results. 
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MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7C 

  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Jason Hefner, Manager of Fleet & Roads 

Submitted:  July 31, 2023 

Subject:  Motion – Approve Purchase of Seven Replacement Vehicles 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

Since 2020, vehicle orders have been difficult to complete. The city has had orders cancelled, not accepted, and 
missed very small ordering windows; all due to a shortage of parts and a high demand for vehicles that grows each 
year that normal manufacturer production goals are not met. Also, due to the lack of parts being supplied across 
the industry, average new vehicle prices have climbed at near record rates over the last three years climbing 5.56% 
in 2021 and 11.07% in 2022, and 3.32% so far in 2023 (From 1998 ‐ 2020, the average price for a new vehicle climbed 
a total of 1.79%). While the price of new vehicles has increased, the city has seen an increase in prices for the retired 
vehicles that are being auctioned as well.  While order windows opening earlier than last year can be viewed as a 
step in the right direction, there is no guarantee that the windows will stay open any longer than they did last year 
(where some closed in as little as two weeks). Therefore, we are working to preorder as many of the vehicles that 
are due  to be  replaced  in 2024 as early  in  the order windows as possible with  the  chance  that  they might be 
delivered in late 2023. 

 

Budgeted within the 2023 and 2024 Fleet Operating Budgets  is the replacement of 5 vehicles and addition of 2 
vehicles included within the chart below. 

 

Current Vehicle    New Vehicle    Budget 
Year 

Price 
Asset ID  Year  Make  Model  Mileage  Year  Make  Model 

AB904  2012  RAM  1500  96,418    2024  Ford  Maverick    2023  $  31,921 

AB905  2014  RAM  1500  99,371    2024  Ford  Maverick    2023  $  31,921 

NEW CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER      2024  Ford  Maverick    2023  $  31,921 

AF1507  2015  RAM  1500 Quad  55,317    2024  Ford  Maverick    2024  $  32,357 

AF1902  2019  Dodge  Durango  97,583    2024  Ford  Maverick    2024  $  32,357 

NEW FIRE INSPECTOR      2024  Ford  Maverick    2024  $  32,357 

AD1612  2016  Jeep  Cherokee  72,841    2024  Ford  Maverick    2024  $  31,921 

  Total:  $224,755 

 

These replacements and additions are under the budgeted amounts.  While researching electric and electric hybrid 
vehicles,  staff  discovered  that  full‐size  electric  trucks  are  roughly  $20,000 more  expensive  than  the  standard 
gasoline‐powered version.  The Ford Maverick is a sub‐compact electric hybrid truck that is front wheel drive and is 
a significant savings when compared to the RAM 1500 (the full‐size gasoline‐powered truck). There will be an extra 
annual charge for Ford service software by adding them as a new manufacturer to the fleet (to compare, Stellantis 
software is $3,500 annually and Ford is expected to be similar), but the savings over direct replacements makes this 
the cheaper option. 
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The three trucks for Community Development will be utilized by Building Inspectors and Code Enforcement Officers. 
While there are currently four budgeted vehicles in 2023 and three in 2024 for Community Development, only three 
are being purchased at this time to ensure that these will be a good fit for the department. The trucks for the Fire  

Department will be utilized by Fire Inspectors and the Chief and the truck for the Department of Public Works will 
be utilized by the Director. The additional vehicle for Community Development is for a Code Enforcement Officer 
and  the  additional  vehicle  for  the  Fire Department  is  for  a new  Fire  Inspector, both of which were  additional 
positions added within  the  last  year. While  three of  the  five  vehicles being  replaced are over  the 80,000‐mile 
projected replacement, AD1612 is projected to be over 80,000 miles by the time these replacements should arrive 
and these four will be sold. AF1507 will become a pool vehicle replacing one of the current vehicles that has over 
80,000 miles, which will in‐turn be sold. 

 

Pricing was originally obtained from LaFontaine Ford of Lansing, MI as staff was told in the early months of the year 
that the dealer was working to become a State of Michigan MiDEAL dealership. It was discovered that LaFontaine 
Ford is still working through that process when the quotes were acquired. To fulfill the purchasing ordinance, quotes 
were obtained from Lunghamer Ford of Owosso, MI, but the quotes under the State of Michigan MiDEAL contract 
are roughly $1,000 more per vehicle, or $7,128 more overall. Therefore, the new Ford Mavericks will be purchased 
from LaFontaine Ford of Lansing, MI, the total cost for the 3 vehicles in the 2023 budget is $95,921.00 and the total 
cost  for  the 4 vehicles  in  the 2024 budget  is $128,992.00.   All vehicles  include a 3‐year/36,000‐mile bumper  to 
bumper warranty, a 5‐year/60,000‐mile powertrain warranty, and an 8‐year/100,000‐mile hybrid/electric unique 
component warranty. A budget amendment in the 2023 budget year is recommended for the entire purchase in 
case the vehicles are delivered before the end of the year; subsequent removal of these vehicles from the 2024 
budget will happen upon approval of this memo. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends amending the 2023 fleet vehicle budget (661‐594‐981.000) in the amount of $128,992.00. Staff 
also recommends the approval to purchase the seven vehicles listed above for $224,755.00 from LaFontaine Ford 
of Lansing, MI. Funding for the purchase is available via account number 661‐594‐981.000. 

 

MOTION 

Move to amend the 2023 fleet vehicle budget and approve the purchase of the seven vehicles listed above for 
$224,755.00 from LaFontaine Ford of Lansing, MI. 

 

EXHIBITS 

Exhibit 1 – LaFontaine Ford Vehicle Quotes 

Exhibit 2 – Lunghamer Ford Vehicle Quotes 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

 



Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Contact: Date:

Phone: Quote:

Email:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:

$0.00

Total Cost:

$31,906.00

$15.00

$0.00

$31,921.00

x3

Tonneau Cover Hard Tri-Fold

XLT Luxury Package

Tailgate Lock

Trailer Hitch Receiver

Power 8-Way Driver Seat

MSRP Sales Price

Sales Price

Title and Fees

Taxes

Delivery

Cost per Vehicle

Number of Vehicles

2024 Ford Maverick XLT FWD 121" Wheelbase

2.5L Hybrid Engine

Auto CV Transmission

Iconic Silver Metallic Exterior

Blue Cloth Interior

LaFontaine Ford Lansing

5103 S. Cedar St

Lansing, MI 48911

517-574-7120-Direct

QUOTATION

7/25/2023

072523

City of Auburn Hills

Jason Hefner

248-364-6931

dwresinski@lafontaine.com

jhefner@auburnhills.org

 

 

 

 

Drop-in Bedliner

 

 

$95,763.00

Daniel Wresinski

 

 

 

 

$33,080.00

Floor Liners w/ Carpeted Mats

mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org


Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Contact: Date:

Phone: Quote:

Email:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:

$0.00

Total Cost:

$32,342.00

$15.00

$0.00

$32,357.00

x3

Tonneau Cover Hard Tri-Fold

XLT Luxury Package

Tailgate Lock

Trailer Hitch Receiver

Power 8-Way Driver Seat

MSRP Sales Price

Sales Price

Title and Fees

Taxes

Delivery

Cost per Vehicle

Number of Vehicles

2024 Ford Maverick XLT FWD 121" Wheelbase

2.5L Hybrid Engine

Auto CV Transmission

Hot Pepper Red Metallic Exterior

Blue Cloth Interior

LaFontaine Ford Lansing

5103 S. Cedar St

Lansing, MI 48911

517-574-7120-Direct

QUOTATION

7/25/2023

072523

City of Auburn Hills

Jason Hefner

248-364-6931

dwresinski@lafontaine.com

jhefner@auburnhills.org

 

 

 

 

Drop-in Bedliner

 

 

$97,071.00

Daniel Wresinski

 

 

 

 

$33,575.00

Floor Liners w/ Carpeted Mats

mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org


Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Contact: Date:

Phone: Quote:

Email:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:

 

 

$31,921.00

Daniel Wresinski

 

 

 

 

$33,080.00

Floor Liners w/ Carpeted Mats

 

 

 

 

Drop-in Bedliner

QUOTATION

7/25/2023

072523

City of Auburn Hills

Jason Hefner

248-364-6931

dwresinski@lafontaine.com

jhefner@auburnhills.org

LaFontaine Ford Lansing

5103 S. Cedar St

Lansing, MI 48911

517-574-7120-Direct

2024 Ford Maverick XLT FWD 121" Wheelbase

2.5L Hybrid Engine

Auto CV Transmission

Oxford White Exterior

Blue Cloth Interior

MSRP Sales Price

Sales Price

Title and Fees

Taxes

Delivery

$0.00

Total Cost:

$31,906.00

$15.00

$0.00

Tonneau Cover Hard Tri-Fold

XLT Luxury Package

Tailgate Lock

Trailer Hitch Receiver

Power 8-Way Driver Seat

mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org
mailto:dwresinski@lafontaine.com
mailto:jhefner@auburnhills.org










 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 8, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7D 

  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS  
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Tim Wisser, Manager of Municipal Properties 

Submitted:  August 1, 2023 

Subject:  Motion – To approve a change order  for asphalt path  repairs and subsequent budget 
amendments for the Veterans Memorial project 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

The Aaron Webster Cemetery  is  located  at 150  S.  Squirrel Rd,  just  south of Riverside Park  and Auburn Road.  
Beginning with the burials of Aaron and Sarah Webster in 1823, this cemetery has continued to be a place of peace 
to mourn and remember.  It also displays emblems from all branches of the Military and holds the remains of our 
Veterans from the Revolutionary War to the Korean War.  To pay homage to this history, it is planned to construct 
a Veterans Memorial  in  the cemetery  in  the Summer of 2023.   Over  the past several months  in support of this 
project, staff have identified maintenance items and recommendations to improve the overall appearance of The 
Aaron Webster Cemetery.  These items include electrical upgrades, tree trimming, turf repairs, and planned grade 
adjustments to improve the walkability of the cemetery.  As part of this work, an inspection was performed on the 
existing driveway indicating it needs significant repairs and asphalt resurfacing.   

 

On January 9th, the City Council approved the Veterans Memorial project and funding, awarding the contract to 
WCI Contractors  in  the not‐to‐exceed amount of $260,831. The  funding  for  this project  is being  supported by 
multiple sources including the General Fund, the Tree Fund, donations received and a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD)  Benefit  fund  from  Lamar  (table  below  shows  breakdown).  As  the  project  looks  to  get  underway,  staff 
recommends a budget amendment in the amount of $233,557.99 to the General Fund Capital Projects department 
account  #  101‐901‐972.001  VeteransMEM.  In  addition,  we  request  a  budget  amendment  in  the  amount  of 
$27,273.01 to the tree fund account # 230‐267‐790.000 VeteransMEM.  

       

General Fund  $99,546.34 

Tree Fund  $27,273.01 

Donations Received  $34,011.65 

PUD Lamar Benefit  $100,000 

Total  $260,831 

 

Staff  proposes  expanding  the  original  scope  of  the  Veterans Memorial  project  to  include  additional  planned 
improvements  to  the  cemetery  and  the  Veteran’s Memorial  Site.    These  improvements  include  replacing  the 
existing watering stations, adding 4 brick pillars to the site, fence repairs, and driveway resurfacing which would 
require  amending  the  2023  General  Fund  Capital  Project  department  Budget  by  an  additional  $111,033.50.  
Currently,  Best  Asphalt  is  under  contract  with  the  city  for  various  asphalt  repairs  in  city  parking  lots.  Staff 
recommends awarding a change order in the amount of $83,033.50 to Best Asphalt for the asphalt removal and 
replacement (Exhibit 1). 

 

Acct # 101‐901‐972.001 VeteransMEM 

Watering Stations  $3000.00 
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Brick Pillars  $5,000.00 

Masonry  $11,000.00 

Fence Repairs  $9,000.00 

Driveway Resurfacing  $83,033.50 

  Total    $111,033.50 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approving a change order for asphalt resurfacing to Best Asphalt in the not‐to‐exceed amount of 
$83,033.50 and increasing 2023 budget by $111,033.50 for additional site work with the Veterans Memorial project. 
Staff also recommends a budget amendment for the project cost of $344,591.49 to account # 101‐901‐972.001 
VETERANSMEM from the general fund. Lastly, staff recommends a budget amendment in the amount of $27,273.01 
from the tree fund to account # 230‐267‐790.000 VeteransMEM.  

 

 

MOTION 

Move to approve a change order to Best Asphalt in the amount of $83,033.50 for asphalt resurfacing. Further, 
move  to  approve  budget  amendments  increasing  General  Fund  appropriations  $344,591.49  in  the  Capital 
Projects department and increasing Tree Fund appropriations $27,273.01. 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

_________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 
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MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7E 

  DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Tim Wisser, Manager of Municipal Properties 

Submitted:  August 1, 2023 

Subject:  Motion – Approve Carpet Replacement at the Police Department 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

Each year the Municipal Properties Division conducts an annual facilities assessment of the Public Safety Building.  
Priorities are then established to help guide us in our maintenance goals, along with budgeting objectives.  Over the 
past  several  years  it  has  been  noted  that  the  carpeting  in many  areas  of  the  Police  Department  (Hallways, 
Investigations, Records) has been progressively aging.  Staff have reported excessive wear, traffic patterns, stains, 
and seams that have been unraveling.  Subsequently, DPW staff had recommended carpet replacement for these 
areas in the 2024 budget.   

 

An  Invitation  to Bid was published  to  the Michigan  Intergovernmental Trade Network  (MiTN) on  July 14, 2023. 
Seventeen (17) firms downloaded the ITB packet and five (5) attended the mandatory pre‐bid meeting on July 21st.  
Two (2) vendors submitted sealed bids which were opened on Friday, July 28th at the office of the City Clerk (Exhibit 
1).  Solar Carpet of Redford, Michigan was the lowest bidder with a price of $34,834.20 (Exhibit 2). 

 

COMPANY NAME  LOCATION   TOTAL  

Solar Contract Carpet  Redford, MI  48239   $ 34,834.20  

Nextech Business Interiors  18481 N 10 Mile Rd, Southfield 48075   $ 63,446.64  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The Department of Public Works recommends awarding a contract to Solar Carpet of Redford, Michigan to replace 
the  carpeting at  the Police Department Records Office,  the  Investigations Office, and other  common areas  for 
$34,834.20 to be funded from GL# 101‐305‐931.000. 

 

MOTION 

Move to approve a contract with Solar Carpet of Redford, Michigan for the replacement of carpeting at the Police 
Department for $34,834.20. 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

 



BID ITEM: Police Department Carpet Replacement

BID OPENING DATE: July 28, 2023

BID OPENING TIME: 10:00 AM

ATTENDED BY: Tim Wisser

COMPANY NAME ADDRESS TOTAL

Solar Contract Carpet 12227Beech Daly Rd, Redford  48239 $34,834.20

Nextech Business Interiors 18481 N 10 Mile Rd, Southfield  48075 $63,446.64

              Mailboxes have been checked for bids that may have been mailed in

also send results to:



























 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 7F 

  FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Adam Massingill, Fire Chief  

Submitted:  08‐01‐2023 

Subject:  Motion – To Approve Design Work for Fire Station 2 Modernization Project 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

On July 25, 2023, the Tax Increment Finance Authority (TIFA) received a presentation and recommendation to award 
a contract for professional services for architectural design for Fire Station 2 Modernization to Spicer Group.  TIFA 
voted unanimously  to award  the contract  in  the amount not  to exceed $58,500  to Spicer Group  for  the design 
portion  of  the  Station  2 Modernization.    Because  this  is  a  city‐owned  building,  staff  is  seeking  City  Council’s 
authorization to conduct the design work for the Fire Station 2 Modernization Project.  Construction cost estimates 
will be determined following the completion of the design work.   

 

Over the past 20 years, the fire department has transitioned from a paid on‐call to a full‐time fire department that 
operates  from  our  three  strategically  located  stations.    Twenty‐five  full‐time  personnel  and  twelve  part‐time 
personnel rotate work with three shifts each working 24‐hours at a time.  The existing stations were not designed 
for 24‐hour  staffing and have been adapted as best possible  to accommodate overnight  crews.   As with most 
communities,  the department continues  to  see a  steady  increase  in call volume and  increased demand on our 
responses. As the working model for firefighters has evolved, the design and layout of Fire Station 2 has become 
obsolete and in need of modernization.   

 

In January 2023 Fire Department Administrative Staff moved from Station 2, which is in the Public Safety Building 
on the municipal campus into a new administrative building.  The purpose of this move was in part to allow for the 
modernization of Station 2.  The goal of the modernization is to improve service delivery, increase productivity, and 
improve working  conditions.   Modern  facilities  that  incorporate decontamination  and  isolation of  carcinogens 
through  a hot, warm,  and  cold  zone design will help  to  improve working  conditions  for  firefighters.   Updated 
workstations and better work area layout will increase productivity and the ability to relocate bunkrooms from the 
basement to the first floor which should decrease response times at Station 2  improving service delivery at the 
busiest station.          

Based on the RFP created by staff, the department received six bids and a bid opening was conducted on June 6, 
2023.  Below is a table representing the bid amount from lowest to highest. 

 

Spicer Group     $58,500.00 

Auger Klein Aller Architects, Inc     $62,500.00 

Redstone Architects     $30,360.00 + 12% Construction Cost 

DLZ     $80,500.00 

Wightman     $96,988.00 

A3C Collaborative Architecture     $78,750.00 
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Following the bid opening, staff reviewed each of the proposals to ensure bidders met the requirements described 
in  the  RFP.    The  evaluation  process  followed  framework  established  when  the  Fire  Department  and  DPW 
collaborated to identify an architecture firm for Fire Station 1 and Station 3 modernization design in 2021.   Staff 
determined that all bid submissions met the intent of the RFP and that all bidders would be capable of performing 
the work  in a satisfactory manner.   Based on staff evaluations, Fire Department and DPW staff  interviewed the 
Spicer Group as the identified lowest bidder for the design work.  Following the interview, both Fire Department 
and DPW  staff agreed  that  Spicer Group would be  recommended  to TIFA and City Council  for design work  to 
complete the modernization of Fire Station 2.   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that City Council provide authorization for design work to be completed for the modernization 
of Fire Station 2 as outlined in the proposal from Spicer Group dated June 6, 2023. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S NOTE:  By way of this memo, City Council is not authorizing the funding for this work, but rather 
to recognize that they are authorizing work to be completed on one of its city buildings.   

 

MOTION 

Move to approve design work for the Modernization of Fire Station 2 by Spicer Group utilizing funding approved 
by the Tax Increment Finance Authority in the meeting on July 25, 2023. 

 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



























 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 8A 

  CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

Submitted:  August 2, 2023 

Subject:  Motion – To consider non‐renewal of Comfort Suites hotel license. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

At the June 19, 2023 City Council meeting, City Council held a Public Hearing to consider non‐renewal of the hotel 
license for Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, due to multiple violations from the Community Development and Fire 
Departments, failure to pay their taxes, and failure to submit the renewal application and application fee. 

 

The following motion was made by City Council at the June 19th meeting: 

To grant Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, a 30‐day extension to allow the hotel additional time to address 
each violation that was stated in all of the staff reports that we heard tonight and are part of the record.  
Further as an additional condition,  that within 14 days  from  today’s date, all  rooms shall have smoke 
detectors that are fully operational, the pool shall remain closed until any violations that are in the pool 
area are corrected, and the fire watch shall continue during the entire 30‐day period.     

 

Comfort Suites installed smoke detectors, addressed the pool area violations, and continued the fire watch within 
the required 14‐day timeframe.  In addition, the hotel submitted the required application and application fee and 
paid the real property taxes. 

 

Comfort Suites returned to City Council on July 24th as there were remaining violations.  The following motion was 
made by City Council: 

To grant a two week extension to the applicant to complete all of the items set forth on Mr. Lang’s report 
as well as the Fire Department’s report, except that the fire alarm panel has to be fully operational by 
tomorrow at 3:00 PM, the sprinkler system has to be fully operational working by tomorrow at 3:00 PM, 
a backup  radio  to  serve as a backup  system has  to be paid  for with proof of an  invoice by 3:00 PM 
tomorrow, the personal property taxes  due and owing in the amount of approximately $3,500 have to be 
paid tomorrow.  If those four items are not done tomorrow by 3:00 PM then the request for renewal will 
be denied.  If those items are done tomorrow by 3:00 PM, then they will have the remainder of the two 
weeks to complete the other items on Mr. Lang, Mr. Toss, and Chief Massingill’s reports. 

 

On July 25th, the Fire Department conducted a follow up inspection.  Of the 16 code violations, the contactor has 
corrected 12 of the violations.  The sprinkler head replacement was completed, and the suppression system was 
functional.    The  Fire Department  confirmed  that  the hallway  alarms, pull  stations,  and  smoke detectors were 
functioning properly.    In addition, Comfort Suites provided  the City Clerk’s Office a  receipt of payment  for  the 
personal property taxes and a receipt for the purchase of the cellular device for the alarm system.   On July 26th, 
Construction Coordinator Lang hand‐delivered a copy of the attached re‐inspection report to the front desk of the 
Comfort Suites and spoke with the manager. 
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While the above violations have been addressed, there are still outstanding violations: 

Community Development Department  The exterior railings have not been repaired. The open electrical will be re‐
inspected on Monday. There are  two building permits  that are  still not 
closed. These items reflect the outstanding life safety issues not addressed 
by the Fire Department. The attached previously submitted re‐inspection 
report outlines  additional non‐life  safety  violations  that have not been 
resolved. (Attachment A) 

Fire Department  Repairs/replacement  of  the  fire  doors,  the  installation  of  the  cellular 
monitoring  backup,  and  sealing  penetrations  in  fire  rated  assemblies. 
(Attachment B) 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Because Comfort Suites has remaining violations, City Council has several options when considering the next step: 

1. Grant the hotel another extension to allow the hotel additional time to address each violation as stated in 
the  reports.    Staff would monitor  the  progress  and present  an  update  at  the August  21st City Council 
meeting. 

2. Not renew the license due to the outstanding violations.  The hotel would be permitted to operate until the 
City’s decision to not renew was mailed to the hotel.  The hotel would then be required to cease operation.  

3. Issue a conditional license to the hotel.  This would allow the hotel to continue to operate “as is” until the 
license expiration on December 31, 2024.   

 

MOTION 

Below are the three options based on how City Council would like to proceed: 

 

OPTION A 

Move to grant Comfort Suites an extension to allow the hotel additional time to address each violation as stated 
in the staff reports.  Further, if the violations have not been fully addressed, the hotel representative is required 
to report back to City Council at the August 21, 2023 City Council Meeting. 

 

OPTION B 

Move to not renew the hotel license for Comfort Suites due to the outstanding violations as stated in the staff 
reports. Further, to direct staff to notify the hotel by mail of these findings as required by Sec. 22‐178 (b) & (c). 

 

OPTION C 

Move to issue a conditional license to Comfort Suites to expire on December 31, 2024. 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Comfort Suites, Community Development Violation Report, July 18, 2023  

Attachment B – Comfort Suites, Fire Department Violation Report, updated July 25, 2023 

Attachment C – City Council Minutes, July 24, 2023 

Attachment D – Memo to City Council, July 24, 2023 

Attachment E – City Council Minutes, June 19, 2023 

Attachment F – Memo to City Council, June 19, 2023 



1

Pierce, Laura

Subject: Comfort Suites Update

From: Lang, Devin <dlang@auburnhills.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2023 12:48 PM 
To: Pierce, Laura <lpierce@auburnhills.org> 
Cc: Massingill, Adam <amassingill@auburnhills.org>; Toss, Jon <jtoss@auburnhills.org> 
Subject: RE: Comfort Suites Update 
 
Good AŌernoon Laura,  
 
I apologize for the delay in geƫng this over to you. I just got back from court.  
 
As of today, the exterior railings have not been repaired. I will re-inspect the open electrical on Monday, 08/07. There 
are also two building permits that are sƟll not closed today. These items reflect the outstanding life safety issues not 
addressed by the Fire Department. The previously submiƩed re-inspecƟon report outlines addiƟonal non-life safety 
violaƟons that have not been resolved.  
 
On 07/26/2023, I hand-delivered a copy of this re-inspecƟon report to the front desk of Comfort Suites. I spoke with the 

manager, Dan, via telephone and advised him that I was delivering the 
noƟce, and if he had quesƟons, he was directed to call me. I have had no 
communicaƟon with the Hotel staff since that date.  
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.  
 

Thank you,  
 

Devin Lang 
Construc on Coordinator | Assistant to the Director of Community Development 
1827 N. Squirrel Road  |  Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
248-364-6946 (Direct)  
dlang@auburnhills.org 

 

LPierce
Text Box
Attachment A
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Code Enforcement 

City of Auburn Hills 

1827 N Squirrel Rd  

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

  
July 18, 2023 

  

REVTI HOSPITALITY, LLC 

ATTN: PARASHAR N SHUKLA 

1565 N OPDYKE RD  

AUBURN HILLS, MI 48326-2654 
 

Hotel Inspection Report  
 
 

RE: COMFORT SUITES (1565 N OPDYKE RD. AUBURN HILLS)  
 

Date: 07/18/2023  Time: 14:00 
 

Inspectors: Devin Lang (Construction Coordinator / Assistant to the Director) 

  Justin Tomei (Code Enforcement Officer) 
 

Inspection Type: Re-Inspection 
 

Rooms Inspected: 112, 115, 117, 209, 212, 215, 217, 311, 315, 318, 320.  
 

As of the date of this report, the following violations were noted as outstanding.  
 

SECTION 1822. USE OF, AND MAINTENANCE OF, PROPERTY AS APPROVED: 

(2) The owner, tenant, occupant or person in charge of any property which was the subject of an 

approved site plan shall maintain the property and the improvements thereon in accordance 

with the approved site plan, or an approved amendment thereof. The duty to maintain shall 

include the duty to maintain in a condition substantially similar as approved, including the duty 

to replace, if necessary, all improvements such as, but not by way of limitation, all greenbelts, 

plantings, walls, fences, paving, trash receptacles, handicapped parking areas, and the like. 

• Parking lot signage is faded. 
 

Sec. 34-178 - Cause of blight or blighting factors. 

(2) The storage upon any property of junk or inoperable vehicles for a period exceeding ten 

days, unless the vehicle is kept in a totally enclosed structure. It shall be the property owner's 

responsibility to demonstrate to the enforcement officer compliance with this provision if the 

license plate cannot be observed. 

• Inoperable vehicle observed on the property. 
 

Sec. 22-180. - Hotel rules and regulations. 

(1) Hotels shall not have the condition for cause as set forth in Subsections (1)—(7) of section 

22-176 herein, existing at the hotels. 

Sec. 22-176. - Refusal, suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of. 

(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to 

constitute a maintenance of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed 
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hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" shall be given the formal and 

customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Existing violations of building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, 

zoning, health, property maintenance, fire or other applicable 

regulatory codes. 

• Fire-rated rooms have penetrations that are improperly sealed or not sealed at all.  

• Fire panel is in trouble mode. A new panel has been ordered; plans have not been approved.  

• Fire doors are not self-closing and do not seal tightly when closed. 

• Open junction boxes, electrical outlets, and exposed wiring throughout the hotel. 

• Open building and mechanical permits must receive passing final inspections.  

• Door hardware does not comply with accessibility requirements.  

• Guard rail outside exit door is not safe or secure.  

 

Sec. 22-180. (12) - Hotel rules and regulations. (continued) 

• Privacy latches missing or not correctly installed.  

• Carpet stained and ripped.  

• Metal surfaces throughout the pool area have rusted due to excess moisture. 

• Wooden doors throughout the pool enclosure show significant water damage and poor 

integrity. 

• Exterior doors do not close freely and do not seal tightly. 

• Room furnishings are in disrepair. 

• Paint throughout the interior is worn, chipped, and peeling.  
 

 

Additional Notes:  

 

The pool has been placed back in service by the hotel. Egress hardware is on the exterior door, and fire 

extinguisher cabinets have been replaced. The door between the pool and the hotel does not have 

accessible hardware.  
 

As reported by hotel staff, all smoke detectors now alarm and report to the panel. Inspector Toss has 

requested an alarm test with a licensed alarm contractor to confirm.  

 

The fire alarm system was tested via a pull station. It was proven that despite two trouble signals, the 

panel does report to outside alarm monitoring.  

 

As reported by hotel staff, 15 fire doors were repaired to be self-closing. Several doors to mechanical 

rooms and stairways still do not self-close, latch, or seal appropriately.  

 

Inspectors observed that sprinkler heads had been painted in all rooms inspected. Hotel staff was 

directed to place any rooms with painted sprinkler heads out of service until they were replaced.  

  

Devin Lang 

Construction Coordinator | Assistant to the Director of Community Development 

1827 N. Squirrel Road | Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

248-364-6946 Direct 

dlang@auburnhills.org 

mailto:dlang@auburnhills.org
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CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

EXCERPT 

JULY 24, 2023 
 

8a.  Motion – To consider non‐renewal of Comfort Suites hotel license. 

Ms. Pierce reviewed the conditions in which Comfort Suites has been operating since the last City Council 
meeting.   Comfort Suites was  to have  fully operating  smoke detectors  in place,  the pool area was  to 
remain closed until the violations in that area were corrected and the fire watch had to continue.  It was 
shared that upon a follow up inspection, the smoke detectors had been installed however, the sprinkler 
heads had been painted over making them non‐compliant.  The violations in the pool area were addressed 
and the fire watch has continued.  It was also reported that Oakland County Treasury was contacted to 
confirm all taxes were paid for this property, and it was reported that there is a balance of just over $3,500 
due.   

 

Chief Massingill confirmed that an inspection was completed this morning and confirmed that there had 
been some work completed however there are still around sixteen items that need to be addressed, one 
being the fire alarm panel.   Some of the sprinkler heads have been replaced however, they have been 
painted over and now need to be repaired.  Chief Massingill shared the main concern is that the fire alarm 
system is not alerting Oakland County Dispatch which would in turn alert the Auburn Hills Fire Department 
if there was an issue.   

 

Mr. Lang, Community Development, reported that the open building permits and the electrical issues that 
were  identified at the  last meeting have not been corrected.   The facility has missing electrical covers, 
making the junction boxes open and accessible.   

 

Mr.  Lyle  Russell,  attorney  for  Comfort  Suites,  Mr.  Robert  Haywood  and  Mr.  Dinesh  Chaundhary, 
Representing Comfort Suites were present in the meeting.  Mr. Russell stated that Mr. Janantik Pandya 
(John) is the current owner, and he was not present due to an accident.  

 

Mr. Haywood explained  that  the detectors  that were defective have now been  replaced and  that  the 
notification system does work.  He clarified that the only error on the panel was because the fire sprinkler 
had been turned off so he could replace the sprinkler heads.  He explained that the fire panel requires 
two phone lines and one of the lines got crossed.  The phone company has been notified that this needs 
to be fixed.   He stated that he  is at their mercy for repairing the  issue.   Mr. Haywood stated that he  is 
looking into a cell line as a backup.  He also shared that the fire watch is still going on and that no guest is 
staying in an area that is unprotected.  He stated that there are one or two fire doors that are not closing 
properly.  Based on fire code, they are able to repair the doors instead of replacing them which will save 
money but is an issue that will take time to resolve.     

 

It was stated that while progress has been made over the past thirty days, the concern continues to be 
the health, safety and welfare of anyone staying there and making sure if there is an issue that the building 
is notified, and people can get out safely.   

 

Mr. Russell commented that the prospective buyers will purchase this location if the compliance issues 
are corrected.  If not, the sale is off.   
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City Council Minutes Excerpt, July 24, 2023 
Page 2 

 
Mr. Hawkins asked if any lives were at risk due to the violations that still exist at Comfort Suites, and why 
do we continue to kick this  issue down the road.     He expressed his frustration and stated that this  is 
unacceptable in Auburn Hills and that this is not the type of facility we want in our City.   

 

Mr. Marzolf shared his concerns as well.  He asked if the guests are informed that there is not a properly 
working alarm system and that they are on a fire watch.  Mr. Haywood confirmed that they are not.   

 

Mayor McDaniel stated that there needs to be a definitive timeframe for the phone line so this problem 
can be solved.   There are  issues here  that are  life  threatening.   He  instructed  that  the delinquent  tax 
payments be paid directly to Oakland County with the receipt being delivered to the City Clerk’s Office.   

 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Carrier. 

RESOLVED:  To grant a two week extension to the applicant to complete all of the items set 
forth on Mr. Lang’s report as well as the Fire Department’s report, except that the fire alarm 
panel has to be fully operational by tomorrow at 3:00 PM, the sprinkler system has to be fully 
operational working by tomorrow at 3:00 PM, a backup radio to serve as a backup system has 
to be paid for with proof of an invoice by 3:00 PM tomorrow, the personal property taxes  due 
and owing  in the amount of approximately $3,500 have to be paid tomorrow.    If those  four 
items are not done tomorrow by 3:00 PM then the request for renewal will be denied.  If those 
items are done tomorrow by 3:00 PM, then they will have the remainder of the two weeks to 
complete the other items on Mr. Lang, Mr. Toss, and Chief Massingill’s reports. 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  Hawkins, Marzolf 

Resolution No. 23.07.080              Motion Carried (5 ‐ 2) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  JULY 24, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 8A 

  CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

Submitted:  July 19, 2023 

Subject:  Motion – To consider non‐renewal of Comfort Suites hotel license. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

At the June 19, 2023 City Council meeting, City Council held a Public Hearing to consider non‐renewal of the hotel 
license for Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, due to multiple violations from the Community Development and Fire 
Departments, failure to pay their taxes, and failure to submit the renewal application and application fee. 

 

These are violations of Section 22‐176 of the ordinance, specifically: 

•    “(3) Any material violation of this article or of the rules and regulations set forth in this article.”   

•    “(4) Any violation of federal or state law or the Auburn Hills Code of Ordinances which creates a risk to 
the health, safety or welfare of the transient guests or to the community, or to the public health, safety 
and welfare of the city, or brings into question whether the licensee is of suitable character to operate 
the business.”   

•    “(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to constitute a maintenance 
of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" 
shall be given the formal and customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

a.  Existing  violations  of  building,  electrical,  mechanical,  plumbing,  zoning,  health,  property 
maintenance, fire or other applicable regulatory codes.  

c.  Failure to maintain the grounds and exterior of the licensed hotel and its premises, including 
litter, debris or refuse blowing or being deposited upon adjoining properties.” 

• “(7) Failure of the licensee to timely pay personal property taxes, other city obligations, including water 
and sewer charges, and real property taxes from their use and occupancy of the property. 

 

The following motion was made by City Council at the June 19th meeting: 

To grant Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, a 30‐day extension to allow the hotel additional time to address 
each violation that was stated in all of the staff reports that we heard tonight and are part of the record.  
Further as an additional condition,  that within 14 days  from  today’s date, all  rooms shall have smoke 
detectors that are fully operational, the pool shall remain closed until any violations that are in the pool 
area are corrected, and the fire watch shall continue during the entire 30‐day period.     

 

A follow up letter was mailed to Comfort Suites on June 21, 2023 listing the violations and deadlines that had to be 
met.  In addition, the letter was hand‐delivered to the hotel by a police officer on June 22, 2023.  The letter was 
also emailed to the attorney representing Comfort Suites and the potential new owner of the hotel on June 22, 
2023. 

 

Within the required 14‐day timeframe, Comfort Suites was required to install fully operational smoke detectors in 
all rooms.  The City inspected 12 rooms and found that while smoke detectors were installed in those rooms, the 
sprinkler head in each room was painted over, which is a violation requiring the room to be out of service.  Hotel 
staff have stated that the smoke detectors are operational.    
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Comfort Suites was also required to address the violations  in the pool area and to continue the fire watch.   City 
inspectors have confirmed that the pool area violations have been addressed and that area is open to guests.  The 
fire watch has continued as required.  In addition, the hotel submitted the required application and application fee 
on June 22, 2023 and real property taxes have been paid. 

 

While those above violations have been addressed, there are still outstanding violations: 

Community Development Department  Multiple violations are still outstanding. (Attachment A) 

Fire Department  Multiple violations are still outstanding. (Attachment B) 

Treasury  Business/Personal property taxes are still due to Oakland County.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Because Comfort Suites has remaining violations, City Council has several options when considering the next step: 

1. Grant the hotel another extension to allow the hotel additional time to address each violation as stated in 
the  reports.    Staff would monitor  the  progress  and present  an  update  at  the August  21st City Council 
meeting. 

2. Not renew the license due to the outstanding violations.  The hotel would be permitted to operate until the 
City’s decision to not renew was mailed to the hotel.  The hotel would then be required to cease operation.  

3. Issue a conditional license to the hotel.  This would allow the hotel to continue to operate “as is” until the 
license expiration in December 2024.   

 

MOTION 

Below are the three options based on how City Council would like to proceed: 

 

OPTION A 

Move  to  grant  _______________  a  four‐week  extension  to  allow  the hotel  additional  time  to  address  each 
violation  as  stated  in  the  staff  reports.    Further,  if  the  violations  have  not  been  fully  addressed,  the  hotel 
representative is required to report back to City Council at the August 21, 2023 City Council Meeting. 

 

OPTION B 

Move to not renew the hotel license for ______________ due to the outstanding violations as stated in the staff 
reports. Further, to direct staff to notify the hotel by mail of these findings as required by Sec. 22‐178 (b) & (c). 

 

OPTION C 

Move to issue a conditional license to ________________ to expire on December 31, 2024. 

 

 

I CONCUR:   

__________________________________________ 

  BRANDON SKOPEK, ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Comfort Suites, Community Development Violation Report, updated July 18, 2023 

Attachment B – Comfort Suites, Fire Department Violation Report, updated July 18, 2023 

Attachment C – City Council Minutes, June 19, 2023 

Attachment D – Memo to City Council, June 19, 2023 
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Code Enforcement 

City of Auburn Hills 

1827 N Squirrel Rd  

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

  
July 18, 2023 

  

REVTI HOSPITALITY, LLC 

ATTN: PARASHAR N SHUKLA 

1565 N OPDYKE RD  

AUBURN HILLS, MI 48326-2654 
 

Hotel Inspection Report  
 
 

RE: COMFORT SUITES (1565 N OPDYKE RD. AUBURN HILLS)  
 

Date: 07/18/2023  Time: 14:00 
 

Inspectors: Devin Lang (Construction Coordinator / Assistant to the Director) 

  Justin Tomei (Code Enforcement Officer) 
 

Inspection Type: Re-Inspection 
 

Rooms Inspected: 112, 115, 117, 209, 212, 215, 217, 311, 315, 318, 320.  
 

As of the date of this report, the following violations were noted as outstanding.  
 

SECTION 1822. USE OF, AND MAINTENANCE OF, PROPERTY AS APPROVED: 

(2) The owner, tenant, occupant or person in charge of any property which was the subject of an 

approved site plan shall maintain the property and the improvements thereon in accordance 

with the approved site plan, or an approved amendment thereof. The duty to maintain shall 

include the duty to maintain in a condition substantially similar as approved, including the duty 

to replace, if necessary, all improvements such as, but not by way of limitation, all greenbelts, 

plantings, walls, fences, paving, trash receptacles, handicapped parking areas, and the like. 

• Parking lot signage is faded. 
 

Sec. 34-178 - Cause of blight or blighting factors. 

(2) The storage upon any property of junk or inoperable vehicles for a period exceeding ten 

days, unless the vehicle is kept in a totally enclosed structure. It shall be the property owner's 

responsibility to demonstrate to the enforcement officer compliance with this provision if the 

license plate cannot be observed. 

• Inoperable vehicle observed on the property. 
 

Sec. 22-180. - Hotel rules and regulations. 

(1) Hotels shall not have the condition for cause as set forth in Subsections (1)—(7) of section 

22-176 herein, existing at the hotels. 

Sec. 22-176. - Refusal, suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of. 

(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to 

constitute a maintenance of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed 
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hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" shall be given the formal and 

customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Existing violations of building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, 

zoning, health, property maintenance, fire or other applicable 

regulatory codes. 

• Fire-rated rooms have penetrations that are improperly sealed or not sealed at all.  

• Fire panel is in trouble mode. A new panel has been ordered; plans have not been approved.  

• Fire doors are not self-closing and do not seal tightly when closed. 

• Open junction boxes, electrical outlets, and exposed wiring throughout the hotel. 

• Open building and mechanical permits must receive passing final inspections.  

• Door hardware does not comply with accessibility requirements.  

• Guard rail outside exit door is not safe or secure.  

 

Sec. 22-180. (12) - Hotel rules and regulations. (continued) 

• Privacy latches missing or not correctly installed.  

• Carpet stained and ripped.  

• Metal surfaces throughout the pool area have rusted due to excess moisture. 

• Wooden doors throughout the pool enclosure show significant water damage and poor 

integrity. 

• Exterior doors do not close freely and do not seal tightly. 

• Room furnishings are in disrepair. 

• Paint throughout the interior is worn, chipped, and peeling.  
 

 

Additional Notes:  

 

The pool has been placed back in service by the hotel. Egress hardware is on the exterior door, and fire 

extinguisher cabinets have been replaced. The door between the pool and the hotel does not have 

accessible hardware.  
 

As reported by hotel staff, all smoke detectors now alarm and report to the panel. Inspector Toss has 

requested an alarm test with a licensed alarm contractor to confirm.  

 

The fire alarm system was tested via a pull station. It was proven that despite two trouble signals, the 

panel does report to outside alarm monitoring.  

 

As reported by hotel staff, 15 fire doors were repaired to be self-closing. Several doors to mechanical 

rooms and stairways still do not self-close, latch, or seal appropriately.  

 

Inspectors observed that sprinkler heads had been painted in all rooms inspected. Hotel staff was 

directed to place any rooms with painted sprinkler heads out of service until they were replaced.  

  

Devin Lang 

Construction Coordinator | Assistant to the Director of Community Development 

1827 N. Squirrel Road | Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

248-364-6946 Direct 

dlang@auburnhills.org 

mailto:dlang@auburnhills.org


Auburn Hills Fire Department
1899 N. Squirrel Road
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

Office 248-367-6768 Fax 248 370 9358

Inspection Report

Occupant Name: Comfort Suites Inspection Date: 07/18/2023

Address: 1565 N Opdyke Inspection Type: Followup Inspection

Apt/Suite: Inspected By: Toss, Jon

JTOSS@AUBURNHILLS.ORG
2483646753

VIOLATIONS

Code Code Set

General - 315.1 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Storage shall be in accordance with Sections 315.2 through 315.5.

Comment:
First floor stair b closet, laundry storage room.

Illumination required - [BE] 1008.2 IFC 2015

Code Text:
The means of egress serving a room or space shall be illuminated at all times that the room or space is
occupied.

Exceptions:

 Occupancies in Group U.

 Aisle accessways in Group A.

 Dwelling units and sleeping units in Groups R-1, R-2 and R-3.

 Sleeping units of Group I occupancies.

Comment:
Repair emergency lights near stairway b first floor.
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Maintenance required - 907.8.1 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Where required for compliance with the provisions of this code, devices, equipment, systems, conditions,
arrangements, levels of protection or other features shall thereafter be continuously maintained in accordance
with applicable NFPA requirements or as directed by the fire code official.

Comment:
System in alarm and silenced, fire watch required until repaired.  Fire watch log shall be submitted to fire dept.
upon termination of fire watch

Violation: - VIOLATION Local
Violation

Code Text:

Comment:
Emergency egress plans not on doors of guest rooms.  Fire extinguisher cabinet glass broken on first floor.  Fire
doors do not close and latch, second floor stair a, third floor stair b.  Fire door from breakfast area to pool area is
missing hardware and does not latch.  Fire door to pool area has improper hardware, replace with listed
hardware.  Fire doors missing caps on crash bars.

Electrical Service-Clearance - 3.1 Local
Electrical Service Clearance

Code Text:
A working space of not less than 30 inches in width, 36 inches in depth and 78 inches (1981 mm) in height shall
be provided in front of electrical service equipment.  No storage of any materials shall be located within the
designated working space.  F605.3

Comment:
Electrical rooms, second and third floors.

Emergency Egress Lighting Required - 2.4 B Local

Code Text:
The means of egress, including the exit discharge, shall be illuminated at all times the building space served by
the means of egress is occupied.  F1006.1

Comment:
Emergency lights are out in following areas.Near room 127In pool area

Door operation - 703.2.3 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Swinging fire doors shall close from the full-open position and latch automatically. The door closer shall exert
enough force to close and latch the door from any partially open position.

Comment:
Room 306 fire door does not shut\ Stairway 3a does not lStairwell 3 emergency light out.Stairway 2b fire door is
incomplete and has holes drilled in it making it useless. North 1 fire door exit door does not latchFirst floor
storage room completely blocked with stockExit door in pool area not functioning at all.Stairwell 2A fire door
does not latch.Found additional fire doors in hotel that have been altered.
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Exit Signs-Required - 2.3 C Local

Code Text:
Exits and exit access doors shall be marked by an approved exit sign readily visible from any direction of egress
travel. Access to exits shall be marked by readily visible exit signs in cases where the exit or the path of egress
travel is not immediately visible to the occupants. Exit sign placement shall be such that no point in an exit
access corridor is more than 100 feet (30 480 mm) from the nearest visible exit sign.  F1011.1

Comment:
Exit sign leading into pool is there but it is loose and barely attached to wall.

Testing and Inspection - 72-10 Local

Code Text:
The inspection, testing, and maintenance of fire alarm systems shall comply with the requirements of NFPA 72,
Chapter 10.

Comment:

Testing-Detection System - 4.5 Local
Testing - Detection System

Code Text:
Fire alarm equipment, including control equipment, batteries, detectors and notification equipment shall be
inspected and tested according to NFPA 72, Chapter 14.  System components shall be inspected monthly,
quarterly, semi-annually, or annually in accordance with table 14.3.1.

Comment:
Fire Alarm system is out of service and the hotel has been on a fire watchg since June 2022. Initial plans were
denied by FSCI. Waiting on re submittal.

Inspection-Sprinkler System - 4.6 Local
Inspection - Sprinkler System

Code Text:
All sprinkler system equipment must be inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 25.  Per this standard,
various equipment is inspected on a weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annual basis, with all equipment being
inspected at least annually.  IFC Section 901.6.1, NFPA 25

Comment:

Fire Extinguishers-Maintenance Frequency - 4.2 Local
Fire Extinguishers - Maintenance Frequency

Code Text:
Fire extinguishers shall be subjected to maintenance at intervals of not more than 1 year, at  the time of
hydrostatic test, or when specifically indicated by an inspection.  NFPA 10,7.2

Comment:
Third floor extinguisher cabinet near stairs has no opening device.
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Clearance From Ignition Sources - 2.6 Local

Code Text:
Clearance between ignition sources, such as light fixtures, heaters and flame-producing devices, and
combustible materials shall be maintained in an approved manner.  F305.1

Comment:
Storage too close to appliances.

Exit Reliability - 2.1 Local

Code Text:
Required exit accesses, exits or exit discharges shall be continuously maintained free from obstructions or
impediments to full instant use in the case of fire or other emergency.  F1031.2

Comment:
Blocked exit hallway on first floor.

Locks & Latches - 2.2 Local
Locks and Latches

Code Text:
Egress doors shall be readily openable from the egress side without the use of a key or special knowledge or
effort.  F1008.1.9

Comment:
Numerous doors thru out property have latches that do not latch.

Sprinklers-Painted or Obstructed - 4.10 Local
Sprinklers Painted/Obstructed

Code Text:
Sprinklers shall be inspected from the floor level annually. Sprinklers shall be free of corrosion, foreign materials,
paint, and physical damage and shall be installed in the proper orientation (e.g., upright, pendant, or sidewall).
Any sprinkler shall be replaced that is painted, corroded, damaged, loaded, or in the improper orientation.
NFPA25, 5.2

Comment:
Sprinkler heads in the following rooms have been painted. 209212215217320315311318117112115The hotel is
checking every room for sprinkler heads being painted. Rooms with painted heads are out of service.

Fire walls, fire barriers and fire partitions - 703.1.3 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Required fire walls, fire barriers and fire partitions shall be maintained to prevent the passage of fire. Openings
protected with approved doors or fire dampers shall be maintained in accordance with NFPA 80.

Comment:
Holes in ceiling need to be caulked. Third floor electrical room.
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Walls/Ceilings-Patch Holes - 5.2 Local
Walls/Ceilings - Patch Holes

Code Text:
The required fire-resistance rating of fire-resistance-rated construction (including walls, fire stops, shaft
enclosures, partitions and floors) shall be maintained.  Such elements shall be properly repaired, restored or
replaced when damaged, altered, breached or penetrated.  F703.1

Comment:
variuos room in hotel have holes in fire rated construction.

Clearance to Storage - 13-8.5.6.1 Local

Code Text:
The clearance between the deflector and top of storage shall be 18 inches or greater.

Comment:
second and third floor storage rooms are way too crowded with things.

INSPECTION NOTES
The pool area has been adressed however many life safety issues remain. We checked 12 individual guest
rooms and all 12 had sprinkler heads that were painted. The hotel staff is checking every room and begin
replacement as soon as they are able. Rooms with painted heads are out of service.

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your business and our community safe!

907.8.1 - Maintenance required 907.8.1 - Maintenance required

703.2.3 - Door operation 703.2.3 - Door operation
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703.2.3 - Door operation 703.2.3 - Door operation

2.6 - Clearance From Ignition Sources 2.1 - Exit Reliability

Note: Images are thumbnail preview. If needed, contact inspecting agency for full image files.
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CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

EXCERPT 

JUNE 19, 2023 
 

9b.  Public Hearing/Motion ‐ To consider non‐renewal of certain hotel licenses. 

Ms. Pierce presented the two hotels that are not in compliance with the ordnance and the procedures 
that were followed.  Knowing that Comfort Suites was in the process of a real estate transaction, the new 
owners were also notified of the current violations and the Public Hearing.   

 

Mr.  Toss  from  the  Fire  Department  and Mr.  Lang  from  the  Community  Development  department 
presented the violations for Comfort Suites.  Mr. Toss shared that the violations he saw on June 19, 2023, 
are the same as what he saw in March 2023.  He reported that there has been no attempt to make repairs. 
While he shared the list of violations, the most concerning is the fire alarm system which has been out of 
service since June 2022 and that it needs to be brought up to the current Fire Safety Standards.  Due to 
the issues with the alarm panel, this facility has been on a Fire Watch for over a year.  It was reported that 
there are a number of fire doors that do not function properly and are useless.  The full report of violations 
is in the packet.   

 

Mr. Lang presented that there are open building permits from building alterations and demolition work 
that have never been finalized as well as electrical code violations.  The full report of violations is in the 
packet.   

 

COMFORT SUITES PUBLIC HEARING 

Mayor McDaniel opened the Public Hearing for Comfort Suites at 7:56 PM 

 

Mr.  Paul  Stoychoff  and  Lyle  Russell  attorneys  for  Comfort  Suites were  present  along with Mr.  Rob 
Harwood,  the general contractor.   Mr. Stoychoff asked  for an extension until December 2024.    It was 
shared that this facility is in the process of a real estate transaction and closing should take place in fifteen 
days.  It was discussed that there is an understand to the severity of the violations and stated that there 
is progress towards alleviating these violations and that the building is safe.   It was stated that the fire 
system works well, but  it  is not to the satisfaction of the Fire  Inspector.   Mr. Harwood stated that the 
current panel and parts are obsolete, and they are working to rectify the situation.  He said the panel does 
work and  it does report to a third‐party monitoring company.     He shared that there are 15  ‐ 20 room 
smoke detectors that do not sound yet still dispatch to the monitoring desk.  It was stated that this building 
is not a fire trap, and they are not ignoring the violations, but they need additional time to remedy the 
issues that have been presented.  Regarding the taxes, it was stated that this oversight was noticed at the 
last moment but both the real and personal property taxes have been paid by mail to Oakland County.       

 

Mayor McDaniel questioned why  these gentlemen would wait until  the  last moment  to  rectify  these 
issues, and that the owner should be more proactive about the safety of the those that are sleeping in the 
rooms.  He said that he is not comfortable waiting until December 2024 to act on this item knowing that 
there are fire safety issues that have not been addressed.  He commented that there has been plenty of 
time to rectify these concerns.   
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City Council discussed that the list of violations is extremely long and dangerous and should have been 
addressed sooner than today.  Concern was shared regarding the transition to new ownership and what 
would transpire if this permit was revoked.  Discussion took place regarding the fire alarm system and the 
deficiency of either the audible or visual portion of the system.  

 

Hearing no further comment, Mayor McDaniel closed the Public Hearing at 8:19 PM 

 

Mayor McDaniel shared that he understands there has to be due process however, he is not comfortable 
with allowing another 60 days until another review takes place.  He stated that the 15 rooms that do not 
have functioning smoke detectors are to be taken out of service and that working smoke alarms will be 
installed within 14 days.    

 

City Attorney Beckerleg advised that a 30‐day extension be given to allow for the potential closing and 
recommend that the smoke detectors be fully operational within fourteen days.   

 

Chief Massingill helped  to clarify  that  the alarm panel  is  in  trouble mode but does  function.   He also 
clarified that the Fire Watch has been in process for a few months and will continue until the alarm panel 
is  functioning  properly.    The  Fire Department would  like  to  see  all  the  issues  addressed  and would 
recommend that the Fire Watch remain in place until such time as the issue is reviewed.   

 

Moved by Knight, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED:  To grant Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, a 30‐day extension to allow the hotel 
additional time to address each violation that was stated in all of the staff reports that we heard 
tonight and are part of the record.  Further as an additional condition, that within 14 days from 
today’s date, all  rooms shall have smoke detectors  that are  fully operational,  the pool shall 
remain closed until any violations that are in the pool area are corrected, and the fire watch 
shall continue during the entire 30‐day period.     

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  None 

Resolution No. 23.06.069              Motion Carried (7 ‐ 0) 

 

EXTENDED STAY PUBLIC HEARING 

Mr. Toss shared that the violations for this facility had been addressed.  Mr. Lang shared that there are 
no glaring health and safety violations just maintenance concerns that need to be addressed.  Mr. Lang 
commented that as a condition of approval, the plan stated there is to be a gate at the emergency access 
point that must remain closed.  That gate is gone and must be replaced.   

 

Mayor McDaniel opened the Public Hearing for Extended Stay at 8:43 PM 

Hearing no comment, Mayor McDaniel closed the Public Hearing at 8:43 PM 

 

Moved by Hawkins, Seconded by Carrier. 

RESOLVED:  To grant Extend Stay America, 3315 University, a sixty‐day extension to allow 
the hotel additional time to address each violation as stated in the staff reports.  Further, if the 
violations have not been fully addressed, the hotel representative is required to report back to 
City Council at the August 21, 2023 City Council Meeting. 

VOTE:  Yes:   Carrier, Cionka, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke 

  No:  None 

Resolution No. 23.06.070              Motion Carried (7 ‐ 0) 



 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  JUNE 19, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 9B 

  CITY CLERK’S OFFICE 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:    Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 

Submitted:  June 14, 2023 

Subject:  Public Hearing/Motion – To consider non‐renewal of certain hotel licenses. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY 

In 2020, City Council adopted an ordinance amendment regulating the hotels operating in the City.  The ordinance 
established a licensing process and included rules and regulations that hotels must abide by in order to continue to 
operate.    In 2022, the  licensing period was changed to a two‐year  license, by which half of the hotels would be 
licensed every other year to alleviate the volume of inspections required by staff each year. 

 

Staff has determined that two hotels have failed to comply with the ordinance during the renewal process this year.    
Section 22‐178 established procedures for hotels that have failed to comply with the ordinance.  The procedure is 
as follows: 

(a) Notice of  the Public Hearing was hand‐delivered  to each hotel by Officer Miller on April 26, 2023.   The 
Notice was  also mailed  to each establishment on April 25, 2023.   Each notice  included  the  Inspection 
Reports of  the  items  in violation and outlined  the  responsibilities of  the hotel  in  regards  to  the Public 
Hearing. 

(b) At the Public Hearing, City Staff will be present to testify to the ordinance violations.   The hotel may be 
represented  by  legal  counsel,  present  evidence,  testimony  and  confront  and  cross‐examine  adverse 
witnesses.  The hotel is required to notify the City of Auburn Hills Attorney's Office at least three days prior 
to the hearing date  if  it  intends to contest the proposed action, and to provide the names of witnesses 
known at the time who will testify on his, her or its behalf.  At the time this report was submitted, the City 
Attorney has not been contacted by either hotel. 

(c) Upon completion of the hearing, the City Council shall submit to the hotel a written statement of its findings 
and determination within 60 days from the date of the hearing.  During the procedure for nonrenewal, the 
hotel will be permitted to continue to operate until such time as the City's findings and determination is 
served upon the hotel by mail.  If City Council determines that the hotel is in violation of the ordinance, 
they will be required to cease operations until the violations have been corrected and a City license has 
been issued.  If the violations are corrected before the date of the Public Hearing, the Public Hearing will 
be cancelled.   

 

Extended Stay America – 3315 University 

Extended Stay America, 3315 University, has failed to submit the required application and has multiple outstanding 
violations from the Community Development.   

 

These are violations of Section 22‐176 of the ordinance, specifically: 

•  “(3) Any material violation of this article or of the rules and regulations set forth in this article.”   

•  “(4) Any violation of federal or state law or the Auburn Hills Code of Ordinances which creates a risk to 
the health, safety or welfare of the transient guests or to the community, or to the public health, safety 
and welfare of the city, or brings into question whether the licensee is of suitable character to operate 
the business.”   
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•  “(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to constitute a maintenance 
of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" 
shall be given the formal and customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

a.  Existing  violations  of  building,  electrical,  mechanical,  plumbing,  zoning,  health,  property 
maintenance, fire or other applicable regulatory codes.  

c.  Failure to maintain the grounds and exterior of the licensed hotel and its premises, including 
litter, debris or refuse blowing or being deposited upon adjoining properties.” 

City Clerk’s Office  Has not submitted the required application.   

Community Development Department  Violations have not been addressed. (Attachment A) 

Fire Department  All violations have been addressed.  (Attachment B) 

 

 

Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke 

Comfort Suites, 1565 N. Opdyke, has multiple outstanding violations from the Community Development and Fire 
Departments, has failed to pay their taxes, and has failed to submit the renewal application and application fee.   

 

These are violations of Section 22‐176 of the ordinance, specifically: 

•    “(3) Any material violation of this article or of the rules and regulations set forth in this article.”   

•    “(4) Any violation of federal or state law or the Auburn Hills Code of Ordinances which creates a risk to 
the health, safety or welfare of the transient guests or to the community, or to the public health, safety 
and welfare of the city, or brings into question whether the licensee is of suitable character to operate 
the business.”   

•    “(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to constitute a maintenance 
of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" 
shall be given the formal and customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

a.  Existing  violations  of  building,  electrical,  mechanical,  plumbing,  zoning,  health,  property 
maintenance, fire or other applicable regulatory codes.  

c.  Failure to maintain the grounds and exterior of the licensed hotel and its premises, including 
litter, debris or refuse blowing or being deposited upon adjoining properties.” 

• “(7) Failure of the licensee to timely pay personal property taxes, other city obligations, including water 
and sewer charges, and real property taxes from their use and occupancy of the property. 

 

City Clerk’s Office  Has not submitted the required application and application fee ($250.00 + 
$100 late fee).   

Community Development Department  Violations have not been addressed. (Attachment C) 

Fire Department  Violations have not been addressed. (Attachment D) 

Treasury  Taxes due to Oakland County in the amount of $62,854.03 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Because both hotels have remaining violations, City Council has several options when considering the next step for 
each hotel license: 

1. Grant the hotel a sixty‐day extension to allow the hotel additional time to address each violation as stated 
in the reports.   Staff would monitor the progress and present an update at the August 21st City Council 
meeting. 

2. Not renew the license due to the outstanding violations.  The hotel would be permitted to operate until the 
City’s decision to not renew was mailed to the hotel.  The hotel would then be required to cease operation.  

3. Issue a conditional license to the hotel.  This would allow the hotel to continue to operate “as is” until the 
license expiration in December, 2024.   

 

MOTION 

A separate motion is required for each hotel.  Below are the three options to choose from for each hotel.   

 

OPTION A 

Move  to  grant  _______________  a  sixty‐day  extension  to  allow  the  hotel  additional  time  to  address  each 
violation  as  stated  in  the  staff  reports.    Further,  if  the  violations  have  not  been  fully  addressed,  the  hotel 
representative is required to report back to City Council at the August 21, 2023 City Council Meeting. 

 

OPTION B 

Move to not renew the hotel license for ______________ due to the outstanding violations as stated in the staff 
reports. Further, to direct staff to notify the hotel by mail of these findings as required by Sec. 22‐178 (b) & (c). 

 

OPTION C 

Move to issue a conditional license to ________________ to expire on December 31, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

I CONCUR: 

 
__________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – Extended Stay, Community Development Violation Report 

Attachment B ‐ Extended Stay, Fire Department Violation Report 

Attachment C – Comfort Suites, Community Development Violation Report 

Attachment D – Comfort Suites, Fire Department Violation Report 

 

 

 

 



Page 1 of 2 
 

Code Enforcement 

City of Auburn Hills 

1827 N Squirrel Rd  

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

  
05/24/2023 

 

Hotel Inspection Report  
 
 

RE: COMFORT SUITES (1565 N OPDYKE RD. AUBURN HILLS)  
 

Mr. Sandiha, per your request, please find the below-outlined violations on the property at 1565 N 

Opdyke. Please note that bulleted items under each section denote corrective action.  

 

SECTION 1822. USE OF, AND MAINTENANCE OF, PROPERTY AS APPROVED: 

(2) The owner, tenant, occupant or person in charge of any property which was the subject of an 

approved site plan shall maintain the property and the improvements thereon in accordance 

with the approved site plan, or an approved amendment thereof. The duty to maintain shall 

include the duty to maintain in a condition substantially similar as approved, including the duty 

to replace, if necessary, all improvements such as, but not by way of limitation, all greenbelts, 

plantings, walls, fences, paving, trash receptacles, handicapped parking areas, and the like. 

• Parking lot signage is faded. 

 

Sec. 34-178 - Cause of blight or blighting factors. 

(3) The storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish, or refuse of any kind, except domestic 

refuse stored in approved sealed containers as not to create a nuisance, for a period exceeding 

ten days. 

• Excessive amounts of trash and debris were observed outside the building. 

 

Sec. 22-180. - Hotel rules and regulations. 

(1) Hotels shall not have the condition for cause as set forth in Subsections (1)—(7) of section 

22-176 herein, existing at the hotels. 

Sec. 22-176. - Refusal, suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of. 

(5) Conducting the business in an unlawful manner or in such manner as to 

constitute a maintenance of a nuisance upon or in connection with the licensed 

hotel. For purposes of this chapter, "nuisance" shall be given the formal and 

customary meaning, and shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(a) Existing violations of building, electrical, mechanical, plumbing, 

zoning, health, property maintenance, fire or other applicable 

regulatory codes. 

• Pool area fire extinguisher is covered by plexiglass that has been permanently attached.  

• Fire alarm system is not functional.  

• Excessive storage in mechanical rooms preventing access to electrical panels.  
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• Open building and mechanical permits must receive passing final inspections.  

 

(3) Rooms must be kept clean and free from dirt, vermin, garbage and rubbish. 

• Rooms are lacking general cleanliness. 

 

(12) All hotels, including their exteriors, premises and parking lots, shall be properly maintained 

and kept in good repair at all times and all swimming pools shall be clean and functioning, all 

doors and locks operational, all carpet unripped and clean and all rooms free from bed bugs. 

 

Sec. 22-180. (12) - Hotel rules and regulations. (continued) 

• Privacy latches missing or not properly installed.  

• Carpet stained and ripped.  

• Room HVAC units are unclean and missing temperature control knobs. 

• Metal surface throughout the pool area have rusted due to the excess moisture. 

• Wooden doors throughout the pool enclosure show significant water damage and poor 

integrity. 

• Exterior doors do not close freely and do not seal tightly. 

• Fire doors are not self-closing. 

• Passage door from pool to hotel is not fully operational. 

• Windows are in disrepair and not adequately sealed. 

• Room furnishings are in disrepair. 

• Linens are torn and stained.  (Rm 120) 

• Tub / shower enclosures show excessive wear. 

• Sink / tub stoppers are missing. 

• Restroom fixtures leaking. (Rm 120) 

• Paint throughout interior is worn, chipped, and peeling.  

 

 

Devin Lang 

Construction Coordinator | Assistant to the Director of Community Development 

1827 N. Squirrel Road  |  Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

248-364-6946 Office | 248-431-2384 Cell  

dlang@auburnhills.org 
 

mailto:dlang@auburnhills.org


Auburn Hills Fire Department
1899 N. Squirrel Road
Auburn Hills, MI 48326

Office 248-367-6768 Fax 248 370 9358

Inspection Report

Occupant Name: Comfort Suites Inspection Date: 06/12/2023

Address: 1565 N Opdyke Inspection Type: Followup Inspection

Apt/Suite: Inspected By: Toss, Jon

JTOSS@AUBURNHILLS.ORG
2483646753

VIOLATIONS

Code Code Set

General - 315.1 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Storage shall be in accordance with Sections 315.2 through 315.5.

Comment:
First floor stair b closet, laundry storage room.

Illumination required - [BE] 1008.2 IFC 2015

Code Text:
The means of egress serving a room or space shall be illuminated at all times that the room or space is
occupied.

Exceptions:

 Occupancies in Group U.

 Aisle accessways in Group A.

 Dwelling units and sleeping units in Groups R-1, R-2 and R-3.

 Sleeping units of Group I occupancies.

Comment:
Repair emergency lights near stairway b first floor.
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Maintenance required - 907.8.1 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Where required for compliance with the provisions of this code, devices, equipment, systems, conditions,
arrangements, levels of protection or other features shall thereafter be continuously maintained in accordance
with applicable NFPA requirements or as directed by the fire code official.

Comment:
System in alarm and silenced, fire watch required until repaired.  Fire watch log shall be submitted to fire dept.
upon termination of fire watch

Violation: - VIOLATION Local
Violation

Code Text:

Comment:
Emergency egress plans not on doors of guest rooms.  Fire extinguisher cabinet glass broken on first floor.  Fire
doors do not close and latch, second floor stair a, third floor stair b.  Fire door from breakfast area to pool area is
missing hardware and does not latch.  Fire door to pool area has improper hardware, replace with listed
hardware.  Fire doors missing caps on crash bars.

Electrical Service-Clearance - 3.1 Local
Electrical Service Clearance

Code Text:
A working space of not less than 30 inches in width, 36 inches in depth and 78 inches (1981 mm) in height shall
be provided in front of electrical service equipment.  No storage of any materials shall be located within the
designated working space.  F605.3

Comment:
Electrical rooms, second and third floors.

Emergency Egress Lighting Required - 2.4 B Local

Code Text:
The means of egress, including the exit discharge, shall be illuminated at all times the building space served by
the means of egress is occupied.  F1006.1

Comment:
Emergency lights are out in following areas.Near room 127In pool area

Fire Extinguishers-Distribution - 4.1 Local
Fire Extinguishers - Distribution

Code Text:
Minimal size of extinguishers for light or ordinary hazard occupancies shall be not less than 2A.  Maximum travel
distance to an extinguisher shall not exceed 75 feet.  For further coverage requirements, refer to NFPA 10,
tables 3-2.1 and 3-3.1 and IFC table 906.3.  F906.3

Comment:
Fire extinguisher in pool area is behind a plexiglas door and is not accessible.
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Door operation - 703.2.3 IFC 2015

Code Text:
Swinging fire doors shall close from the full-open position and latch automatically. The door closer shall exert
enough force to close and latch the door from any partially open position.

Comment:
Fire door in pool area needs panic hardware replaced or fixed.

Exit Signs-Required - 2.3 C Local

Code Text:
Exits and exit access doors shall be marked by an approved exit sign readily visible from any direction of egress
travel. Access to exits shall be marked by readily visible exit signs in cases where the exit or the path of egress
travel is not immediately visible to the occupants. Exit sign placement shall be such that no point in an exit
access corridor is more than 100 feet (30 480 mm) from the nearest visible exit sign.  F1011.1

Comment:
Exit sign leading into pool is there but it is loose and barely attached to wall.

Testing and Inspection - 72-10 Local

Code Text:
The inspection, testing, and maintenance of fire alarm systems shall comply with the requirements of NFPA 72,
Chapter 10.

Comment:

Testing-Detection System - 4.5 Local
Testing - Detection System

Code Text:
Fire alarm equipment, including control equipment, batteries, detectors and notification equipment shall be
inspected and tested according to NFPA 72, Chapter 14.  System components shall be inspected monthly,
quarterly, semi-annually, or annually in accordance with table 14.3.1.

Comment:
Fire Alarm system is out of service and the hotel has been on a fire watchg since June 2022. Initial plans were
denied by FSCI. Waiting on re submittal.

INSPECTION NOTES
Nothing has been done for any violations.

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping your business and our community safe!
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MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 7, 2023  AGENDA ITEM NO 9A 

  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

To:    Mayor and City Council 

From:  Thomas A. Tanghe, City Manager; Stephen Baldante, Director of Public Works; Steven J. 
Cohen,  AICP,  Director  of  Community  Development;  and  Devin  Lang,  Construction 
Coordinator/Assistant to the Director of Community Development 

Submitted:  August 1, 2023 

Subject:  Public Hearing / Motion – Approve the Resolution for the Proposed Street Name Change 
of Phillips Road to Bald Mountain Road, North of Walton Boulevard, with an Effective 
Date of October 1, 2023 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The City has initiated the process of changing the name 
of  Phillips  Road,  north  of Walton  Boulevard,  to  Bald 
Mountain Road per the procedures outlined  in Section 
62‐4(b) of the Auburn Hills Code of Ordinances. After the 
introduction of  the enclosed  resolution and before  its 
adoption, it would be appropriate for the City Council to 
hold a public hearing to hear comments on the proposal 
from interested parties. Public notification has occurred, 
and the proposal is now ready for consideration. 
 
WHY IS THIS CHANGE BEING PROPOSED? 
This resolution is being introduced for public health and 
safety reasons and to enhance wayfinding for motorists 
and delivery services. The City has recently taken action 
to improve the traffic circulation in this area by closing 
the  former  Lapeer Road  vehicular  access point  across 
from  the  Auburn  Hills  Church  of  Christ  (A);  and 
constructing the new roundabout that connects Phillips 
Road, Shimmons Road, and Lapeer Road (B).  
 
The closure of the existing  intersection has prompted 
the need to rename the portion of Phillips Road north 
of the new roundabout to Bald Mountain Road. Failure 
to initiate the renaming of this portion of Phillips Road 
to Bald Mountain Road would  result  in a  street  that 
changes  its  name  mid‐block,  causing  confusion  for 
emergency services and wayfinding difficulties for the 
public. Exhibit A provided in the packet shows that the 
proposed  street  name  change  would  impact  the 
addresses  of  eight  residential  parcels,  three  utility 
identifications, and one church.  

 
 
 

Map showing the location of the two intersections 

A 

B 

Previous Lapeer 
Road access 

Now closed 
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WHY IS THE CHANGE ALSO PROPOSED SOUTH OF THE NEW ROUNDABOUT TO WALTON BOULEVARD? 
As proposed, the portion of Phillips Road to be renamed to Bald Mountain Road will begin at Walton Boulevard, 
continue  through  the  roundabout, and  into  the existing Bald Mountain Road.   Today,  there are currently  two 
Phillips Road segments in the City that have no connectivity to one another.   
 

 The  first  Phillips  Road  segment  (south 
segment)  originates  at  Pontiac  Road  and 
terminates  at  Armada  Drive.    This  segment 
does not connect to Walton Boulevard due to 
the  positioning  of  the  Auburn  Hills  Christian 
Center.  The proposed change will not impact 
this section of Phillips Road.   

 The  second  Phillips  Road  segment  (north 
segment) originates at Walton Boulevard and 
ends  at  the  former  intersection  of  Phillips 
Road, Bald Mountain Road, and Lapeer Road, 
which has been closed permanently. 

 

Staff recommends renaming this second Phillips Road 
segment  (north  segment),  making  Bald  Mountain 
Road  a  continuous  north‐to‐south  thoroughfare 
between Walton Road and Dutton Road.  This change 
would  assist  in  rapid  property  identification  by 
emergency  first  responders  and  improve  traffic 
navigation  for  the  general population. Renaming  the 
segment of Phillips Road between Walton Boulevard 
and the new roundabout will not impact any residential 
or  business  addresses.  The  Police  and  Fire 
Departments  also  support  this  change,  as  the 
proposed  street  renaming  would  ensure  that 
resources are routed to the correct  location and not 
mistakenly  sent  to  the  wrong  segment  of  Phillips 
Road.  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the renaming of this portion of the roadway as proposed.  Exhibit A is included in the packet, 
which illustrates the proposed change.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
“Move to approve the resolution for the proposed street name change of Phillips Road to Bald Mountain Road, 
north of Walton Boulevard, effective October 1, 2023.” 
 

 

I CONCUR: 

_________________________________________ 

  THOMAS A. TANGHE, CITY MANAGER 

 

Map showing the location of the two           

disconnected Phillips Road segments 

Phillips Road 

(north) to be 

changed to Bald 

Mountain Road 



CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED STREET NAME CHANGE 

OF PHILLIPS ROAD FROM BALD MOUNTAIN ROAD,  
NORTH OF WALTON BOULEVARD 

 
 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, 
held in the Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 
p.m. on the 7th day of August 2023, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson 
________________ and supported by Councilperson __________________: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Auburn Hills has initiated action to rename the public road from Phillips 
Road to Bald Mountain Road, north of Walton Boulevard;  
 
WHEREAS, a roundabout was constructed at the previous intersection of Phillips Road and 
Shimmons Road, connecting this intersection to Lapeer Road;  
 
WHEREAS, the previous vehicle access from Bald Mountain Road to Lapeer Road has been 
permanently closed;  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on August 7, 2023, to receive comments and 
consider the proposed street name change per the City’s Code of Ordinances; 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that renaming the entire length of Phillips Road, 
north of Walton Boulevard, is in the best interest of public health and safety as it would create a 
clear and continual street name for the entire public roadway once complete.  The new street 
name would assist in rapid property identification by emergency first responders and improve 
traffic navigation for the general population. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved that the City Council of the City of Auburn 
Hills approves and authorizes the renaming of Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard. 
Said portion of the roadway is shown on Exhibit A.  The street name change will 
officially be implemented on October 1, 2023.   

 
AYES: 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTENTIONS: 
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)ss 
COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
 

I, LAURA PIERCE, the duly qualified and appointed City Clerk of the City of Auburn 
Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete 
copy of a Resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 
7th day of August 2023, the original of which is on file in my office. 
 



In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this _____ day of 
______________, 2023. 
 
 

________________________ 
LAURA PIERCE 
City Clerk 



Esri Community Maps Contributors, Province of Ontario, Oakland County,
Michigan, SEMCOG, © OpenStreetMap, Microsoft, Esri, HERE, Garmin,
SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, US
Census Bureau, USDA

888 .522 .67 1 1    |   ohm-adv i so r s .com\\ohm\dfs\Corporate\Projects\0101_0125\0120210270_Bald_Mtn_&_Lapeer_Connection\_GIS\ArcLayouts\PhillipsRd\PhillipsRd.aprx

Source:  Data provided by Auburn Hills, Oakland County, OHM Advisors, and
Esri. OHM Advisors does not warrant the accuracy of  the data and/or the map.
This document is intended to depict the approximate spatial location of  the
mapped features within the Community and all use is strictly at the user’s own
risk.

Coordinate System: NAD 1983 Hotine Oblique Mercator Azimuth Natural
Origin

Map Published:  July 6, 2023

1" = 600'

0 600 1,200

Feet

Proposed Phillips Road
Street Name Change to

Bald Mountain Road

Existing Phillips Road
Rename to Bald Mountain
Road

New Roundabout

Parcels

ID Current Proposed
1 2600 Shimmons Road 2600 Bald Mountain Road
2 3030 Phillips Road 3030 Bald Mountain Road
3 3050 Phillips Road 3050 Bald Mountain Road
4 3072 Phillips Road 3072 Bald Mountain Road
5 3094 Phillips Road 3094 Bald Mountain Road
6 3110 Phillips Road 3110 Bald Mountain Road
7 3134 Phillips Road 3134 Bald Mountain Road
8 3160 Phillips Road 3160 Bald Mountain Road
9 3246 Lapeer Road 3246 Bald Mountain Road

Address Change Table

1

New Shimmons Road
Extension

2
3
4

5
6
7

8

9

Existing Lapeer Road
Connector to be Closed

Existing Phillips Road to be
Renamed Bald Mountain Road

EXHIBIT A



   

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 



 

Community Development Department 
1827 N. Squirrel Road – Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Phone: (248) 364‐6900 

 

July 25, 2023 

 

RE:   PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED STREET NAME CHANGE 

  Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard ‐ Proposed to be changed to Bald Mountain Road. 

 

Dear Property Owner, 

 

We are notifying you that the City of Auburn Hills has initiated the process of changing the street name 

of Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard, to Bald Mountain Road.   

 

Reason for the proposed change.  The construction of the roundabout at Phillips Road, Shimmons Road, 

and Lapeer Road connection has prompted this change in the interest of rapid property identification by 

emergency first responders and improved traffic navigation for the general population.  The permanent 

closure of the former intersection at Lapeer Road requires the City Council’s consideration for renaming 

the portion of Phillips Road north of the new roundabout to Bald Mountain Road as the street name 

would change mid‐block, causing confusion for emergency services and wayfinding difficulties for the 

public.  Exhibit A shows the property addresses impacted by the proposed street name change. 
 

The City Council will hold a public hearing for the proposed street name change of Phillips Road 

to Bald Mountain Road, north of Walton Boulevard, on Monday, August 7, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Council Chamber.  All are welcome to attend and provide comments. 
 

Please be advised that if the City Council approves the proposed street name change, the City will send a 

follow‐up letter to the property owners with addresses directly impacted by the change at least 30 days 

before the change is made effective. The 30‐day period is intended to allow the affected property 

owners time to make necessary arrangements and notify others of their new address. If approved by the 

City Council, the anticipated effective date of the physical street sign change and future address changes 

for property owners would be October 1, 2023. 
 

If you have any further questions in advance of the public hearing, please feel free to contact me at 

(248) 364‐6946. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Devin M. Lang  

Construction Coordinator/ 

Assistant to the Director of Community Development 



 

Community Development Department 
1827 N. Squirrel Road – Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Phone: (248) 364‐6900 

 

IMPORTANT – ATTENTION NEEDED 
 

August 8, 2023 
 

 

RE:   STREET NAME CHANGE:  Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard, will be changed to Bald 

Mountain Road, effective October 1, 2023 
 

Dear Property Owner, 
 

As a follow‐up to the public hearing held and action taken by the Auburn Hills City Council on August 7, 

2023, we are notifying you that the street name of Phillips Road, north of Walton Boulevard, will 

officially change to Bald Mountain Road, effective October 1, 2023.  

 

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT YOUR ADDRESS WILL CHANGE AS OUTLINED IN THE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A 

(SEE PAGE TWO OF THIS PACKET) ‐ EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2023 

 

The United States Postal Service has advised the City of Auburn Hills that you should NOT directly 

change your mailing address with the United States Postal Service. They will handle that switch in their 

routing system. In addition, the United States Postal Service will permanently forward mail directed to 

your Phillips Road address to your new Bald Mountain Road address as part of the street name change.  

 

IMPORTANT – YOU WILL NEED TO NOTIFY OTHERS OF YOUR NEW PROPERTY ADDRESS.  A checklist 

has been included to assist with this process, which outlines the typical places you would need to 

contact about your address change.  
 

If you have any further questions, please contact me at (248) 364‐6946. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Devin M. Lang  

Construction Coordinator/ 

Assistant to the Director of Community Development 

DRAFT 



 
City of Auburn Hills 

Community Development Department 
1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI  48326   

Phone 248.364.6900 

 

Address Change Checklist 

People Services 
 Family Members / Friends  Phone / Internet / Cable Provider 
 Babysitter / Nanny / Tudors  Gas Company / Power Company 
   Water Department 

Occupation / Employment  Lawn Care Service 

 Employer (current & recent past) / Payroll  Trash Company 
 Professional Memberships  Cleaning Company 
 License & Certification Organizations   Recycling Company 
   

Insurance Government Agencies 
   Health / Dental / Vision  Secretary of State 

 Life Insurance  Internal Revenue Service 
 Auto Insurance  Voter Registration 
 Homeowners / Rental Insurance  Social Security 
 Liability Insurance N/A Post Office  
    

Medical Professionals   
 Doctor / Specialist / Veterinarian   
 Dentist / Orthodontist    
    

Financial Institutions / Professionals   
 Financial Planner / Investment Companies   
 Tax Accountant   
 Banks / Credit Unions / Loan Institutions   
 Mortgage Broker   
 Credit Card Companies   
 Online Shopping Accounts   
 Paypal / Payment Services   
    

Memberships / Organizations / 
Subscriptions 

  

 Schools / PTA   
 Places of Worship   
 Neighborhood Association   
 Magazines / Newspapers / Subscriptions   
 Fitness Center   
 Golf Course / Country Club / Social Clubs   
 Charity Groups   

 

Note: The City has notified 
the Post Office. 



City of Auburn Hills, Michigan 
Code of Ordinances ‐ Excerpt 

 

Sec. 62‐4. ‐ Street names.  

(a)  Assigning new street names. All streets shall be known and designated by the names applied thereto on the map of 
the city known as the street index map, filed with the community development department. The naming of any new 
streets shall be proposed as part of a site plan, site condominium plan, land division, or subdivision plat and shall be 
reviewed  and  approved  as  part  of  the  development  review  process  by  the  city  council,  after  review  and 
recommendation by police,  fire and public works departments. The community development department will  send 
notification  to amend  such map  to  the appropriate departments as part of  the development  review process. New 
street names shall:  

(1)  Be easy to understand.  

(2)  Be easy to spell.  

(3)  Not conflict  in name or sound with existing street names  in the City of Auburn Hills. Two streets may have the 
same name provided they intersect and one is a dead end with the suffix of Court.  

(4)  Not be longer than 13 characters including abbreviated suffix (i.e. Dr., Ave., St., Pkwy., Blvd.)  

(5)  Not have a meaning that may be offensive or sensitive to any religion, race, creed, or gender.  

(b)  Changing the name of an existing street. The changing of the name of any existing street as shown on the official 
street  index  map,  shall  be  done  by  city  council  resolution,  which  resolution  shall  amend  such  map.  After  the 
introduction of such resolution and before  its  final adoption, the city council shall hold a public hearing thereon, 
and shall post or publish notices of such hearing and notification shall also be sent to property owners of record on 
the affected street at least ten days prior thereto. Naming a new street or changing of the name of any street within 
a recorded plat shall be done in compliance with state law, when applicable.  

(Ord. No. 360, § 2, 7‐15‐85; Ord. No. 705, § 1, 12‐2‐02) 

Sec. 62‐5. ‐ Street numbers.  

(a)  Assignment of numbers. Numbers are assigned according  to where  the driveway meets  the  roadway. Numbers are 
assigned by the community development department according to an adopted system for conformity throughout the 
City of Auburn Hills.  

(b)  Front entrances. The owners or occupants of all buildings  in the city shall bear a distinctive street number and shall 
cause  the  correct  numbers  to  be  placed  on  the  front  at  or  near  the  front  entrance  of  the  premises  thereon  in 
accordance with and as designated upon the street index map on file in the community development department.  

(c)  Rear entrances. All  residential owners having a street or alley entrance  in  the  rear of said premises shall cause  the 
street numbers to be placed on the rear door or adjacent to the rear entrance of such structure  in accordance with 
and as designated upon the street index map on file in the community development department. The owners and/or 
occupants of all non‐residential buildings in the city shall cause the correct name and street numbers to be placed on 
the rear door or adjacent to the rear entrance of such structures in accordance with and as designated upon the street 
index map on file in the community development department. Names and numbers shall be placed in such a position 
as to be plainly visible from the alley, service drive, easement, parking lot, or any other rear access.  

(d)  Regulations of numbers/letters. Displayed numbers and letters shall be of a minimum of four inches in height for any 
structure and shall contrast with their background. The numbers/letters may be composed of standard manufactured 
letters and numbers, but, if painted on, must be applied with standard type number and letter stencil. Such numbers 
shall face the street and be adjacent to the principle entrance, and in such a position as to be plainly visible from the 
street, alley, service drive, easement, parking lot, or any other rear access.  

(Ord. No. 360, § 2, 7‐15‐85; Ord. No. 705, § 2, 12‐2‐02)  



















Nonprofit makerspace set to open in Auburn Hills 

 
Open Workshops in Auburn Hills. (Photo courtesy of Open Workshops) 
By KATHY BLAKE | kblake@medianewsgroup.com | The Oakland Press 
August 3, 2023 at 6:00 a.m. 

 

A new makerspace is opening to the public, featuring a variety of tools and components to create things. 

Open Workshops, a nonprofit makerspace, is hosting its grand opening, 2‐10 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 5. 

It is located at 1532 N. Opdyke Road Suite 400, Auburn Hills, just off I‐75 and M‐59, near Oakland 
University and Oakland Community College. 

The facility houses multiple 3D printers (FDM and resin), a CNC laser router, drill press, scroll saw, band 
saw, belt and disk sander, soldering irons, a variety of hand and power tools and more. 

Open Workshops is equipped for a variety of mechanical, electrical, and programming projects. 

“We think it’s important for people to have the ability to express themselves through making, learn how to 
use in‐demand tools like these, and build a community with other makers,” Lance Menard, Open 
Workshops president, said in a press release. 

“Our goal with Open Workshops is to make that as accessible as possible, since space and tools like these 
are out of reach for many people in Metro Detroit.” 

The grand opening is free to attend. Memberships are available at $25 per month to use the space, and 
training is required to use select tools. They plan to offer classes and workshops. 

Open Workshops is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. For more information, visit www.open‐workshops.com. 

 



 
Pontiac woman dies in Auburn Hills crash 
Young girls, aged 3 and 5, injured in collision 
 

 
FILE – Lapeer Road in Auburn Fills (Stephen Frye / MediaNews Group) 
 
By BRIAN JOHNSTON | bjohnston@medianewsgroup.com | The Oakland Press 
PUBLISHED: July 21, 2023 at 3:56 p.m. | UPDATED: July 24, 2023 at 9:38 a.m. 
 
A 43-year-old Pontiac woman is dead and two young girls have been hospitalized after an Auburn Hills crash Friday, July 21. 

According to police, a 36-year-old Oakland Township man was attempting to turn onto southbound Lapeer Road from a 
median turn-around. The pickup struck a Cadillac Escalade being driven by the Pontiac woman. 

Eyewitnesses report the impact caused the Cadillac to cross over the median onto the northbound side of Lapeer Road, then 
roll over. In the crash, the Pontiac woman was reportedly ejected from the vehicle. 

Two young girls were also in the Escalade and were injured in the crash. 

The mother and her two children were taken to Royal Oak Beaumont Hospital, where the mother was pronounced dead. Her 
two children are expected to recover. 

The driver of the Ford F-150 was not injured and is cooperating with authorities. Drugs and alcohol are not believed to be 
involved. 

Anyone who may have witnessed the crash is asked to contact the Auburn Hills Police Department at (248)370-9460. 
 
The collision is currently under investigation by the Southeast Oakland County Crash Investigation Team (SOCCIT). 
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