
 

 

 

MEETING DATE:  DECEMBER 4, 2023 AGENDA ITEM NO _____ 

 TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY MEETING 

 

November 14, 2023 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Kneffel called the meeting to order at 4:09 PM.  
 

ROLL CALL: Present:  Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
   Absent:  Waltenspiel, Carrier 

Also Present:  Brandon Skopek, Assistant City Manager / TIFA Executive Director; Karen Adcock, 
Director of Recreation & Senior Services; Tim Wisser, Manager of Municipal 
Properties; Andrew Hagge, Management Assistant 

Guests:  None 
 
LOCATION: Administrative Conference Room, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 
 
PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD 
 
None.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. TIFA Regular Meeting Minutes – October 10, 2023 
 
There was no discussion on the approval of the minutes.  
 
Moved by Mr. Goodhall l to approve the TIFA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes from October 10, 2023 as presented.  
Seconded by Mr. Moniz 

 
Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
No:         none 

 
Motion carried  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. FY 2023 Adopted Budget and YTD Summary – October 31, 2023 
 
RESOLVED: To receive and file the financial report for the period ending October 31, 2023 
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Seconded by Mr. Goodhall  
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz  
No:         none 

 
Motion carried  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Bid Award for Community Center Kitchen Remodel 
 
Mr. Wisser and Ms. Adcock presented the agenda item related to the kitchen remodel at the Community Center to the TIFA 
Board. Included in that presentation, Mr. Wisser advised the TIFA Board of the process to go out to bid and why they landed 
on K&S Ventures. Ms. Adcock explained to the TIFA Board why this action was necessary and how this remodel project would 
enhance the activities that can take place in the Community Center. The TIFA Board asked clarifying questions about the bid 
winner and their qualifications regarding kitchen appliances.  
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to award the contract for the kitchen renovation at the Community Center to K&S Ventures, for a total 
of $271,304 and amend the TIF-D budget by increasing appropriations by $146,304.  
Seconded by Mr. Goodhall 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 
 

B. Bid Award for Opdyke Road Streetscape Improvements 
 
Mr. Wisser presented the agenda item related to the Opdyke Road streetscape improvements to the TIFA Board. Mr. Wisser 
explained the general wear and tear that has occurred to the landscaping, lighting, and irrigation improvements that were 
made over the last decade-plus within the Opdyke Road corridor. Furthermore, Mr. Wisser advised the TIFA Board about the 
city’s positive working relationship with Green Meadows Lawnscape, which was the bid winner for this project.  
 
Moved by Mr. Eldredge to award the Opdyke Road Streetscape Improvements project to Green Meadows Lawnscape for a 
total of $114,426 and to amend the 2023 TIF-B budget by increasing appropriations by $14,426.00. 
Seconded by Mr. Gudmundsen 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
C. Overhead Streetlight Replacements on Executive Hills Boulevard and Featherstone Road 

 
Mr. Wisser presented the agenda item related to overhead streetlight replacements on Executive Hills Boulevard and 
Featherstone Road to the TIFA Board. Mr. Wisser explained to the TIFA Board that the City of Auburn Hills now assumes 
responsibility for all future light replacements and associated costs. The TIFA Board asked if the 73 Cree light heads were 
enough, Mr. Wisser assured the TIFA Board that was the case.  
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to approve the procurement of 73 Cree light heads and parts from Graybar Electric, Inc., Belleville, 
Michigan under the MiDEAL contract #180000000463 in the amount of $38,684.06. 
Seconded by Gudmundsen 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 
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D. Resolution Authorizing the Executive Director to Execute MLCC Application Documents 
 
Mr. Skopek presented the agenda item related to the execution of MLCC application documents to the TIFA Board. Mr. Skopek 
explained to the TIFA Board that there were some deficiencies in the application submitted by Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC. 
The TIFA Board asked if this action was required in the previous transfer of the Class C liquor license, which involved Larco Bros. 
Pizza. Mr, Skopek informed the TIFA Board that this step was not previously required. Furthermore, Mr. Skopek reassured the 
TIFA Board that the action has been reviewed and approved by city attorney, Derk Beckerleg.  
 
Moved by Mr. Moniz to authorize Brandon Skopek, in his capacity as Executive Director of the Auburn Hills Tax Increment 
Finance Authority, to execute and submit all Michigan Liquor Control Commission documents required for the transfer and 
removal from escrow of the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority’s Class C liquor license currently held in escrow 
to Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC and to further authorize Brandon Skopek, in his capacity as Executive Director of the 
Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority, to execute on behalf of the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority, 
all other documents required by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission and to also perform on behalf of the Auburn 
Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority all other lawful acts required by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. Further, 
the Agreement between the Auburn Hills Tax Increment Finance Authority and Hot Taco of Auburn Hills, LLC dated July 12, 
2023, shall remain in full force and effect. 
Seconded by Mr. Eldredge 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz 
No:         None 

 
Motion Carried 

 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
 
Mr. Skopek provided updates on the downtown parking study and the property located at 3257 Auburn Road. Regarding the 
downtown parking study, Mr. Skopek stated that city staff are currently working with the parking study consultant to review 
their findings. Mr. Skopek stated that he expects a final report, regarding downtown parking, to be published during the first 
quarter of 2024. 
 
Regarding the property located at 3257 Auburn Road, Mr. Skopek notified the board that an RFP for the demolition of the 
building at 3257 Auburn Road has been published. The bid opening for the demolition project is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 29, 2023.  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 
The TIFA Board requested an update on Cantina El Dorado, the anticipated Mexican restaurant in downtown Auburn Hills. Mr. 
Skopek provided an update regarding the liquor license transfer process noting that the restaurant has applied for a conditional 
liquor license so that they may open the restaurant while awaiting a permanent liquor license. The restaurant hopes to open 
within the next month.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next regularly scheduled TIFA Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 12, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Administrative Conference Room in City Hall at, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Mr. Goodhall to adjourn the TIFA Board meeting. 
Seconded by Mr. Gudmundsen 
 

Yes:        Kneffel, Goodhall, Eldredge, Gudmundsen, Moniz  
No:         None 
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Motion carried  
 
The TIFA Board of Directors meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Steve Goodhall     Andrew Hagge 
Secretary of the Board    Management Assistant 


