
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES
JANUARY 6, 2025

CALL TO ORDER & Mayor Marzolf at 7:00 PM. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
LOCATION:  Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI
ROLL CALL: Present:  Council Members Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, 

and Verbeke
Absent:  None
Also Present:  City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Skopek, City Attorney
Beckerleg, City Clerk Pierce, Chief of Police Gagnon, Deputy Police Chief McGraw, Fire
Chief Massingill, Mgr of Fleet & Roads Hefner, Economic Development Mgr Carroll, 
Assistant to the City Manager Hagge, Engineer Driesenga

33 Guests

A workshop session was held prior to the regular City Council meeting at 5:30 PM.  Workshop Topic:  Leaf
Burning

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
4a. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, November 25, 2024
Moved by Hawkins, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of November 25, 2024. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke

No: None
Resolution No. 25.01.001 Motion Carried (7 - 0) 

4b. City Council Workshop Minutes, December 2, 2024
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To approve the City Council Workshop Minutes of December 2, 2024. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke

No: None
Resolution No. 25.01.002 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

4c. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, December 2, 2024
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of December 2, 2024. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke

No: None
Resolution No. 25.01.003 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS
5a. Promotion of Chad Taylor to the rank of Sergeant and Cynthia Scott to the rank of Detective. 
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Chief Gagnon and City Council recognized the promotion of Detective Chad Taylor to the rank of Sergeant and
Officer Cynthia Scott to the rank of Detective. 

5b. Motion – To confirm the reappointments of Valeria Gaton and Michael Wayne to the Downtown
Development Authority. 

Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Knight. 
RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointments of Valerie Gaton and Michael Wayne to the
Downtown Development Authority for terms ending October 31, 2028. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.004 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

5c. Motion – To confirm the appointment of Nicholas Townsend to the Downtown Development
Authority. 

Moved by Hawkins, Seconded by Ferguson. 
RESOLVED: To confirm the appointment of Nicholas Townsend to the Downtown Development
Authority for a term ending October 31, 2027. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.005 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

5d. Motion – To confirm the reappointment of Joseph Hopper to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Joseph Hopper to the Brownfield Redevelopment
Authority for a term ending December 31, 2028. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.006 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Patty Hassett of 2471 Joswick shared her support of leaf burning. 
Mr. Dominic J. Moceri of 3005 University Dr. requested a meeting with staff to discuss an amendment to the
Parkways Court condominium development agreement.  

7. CONSENT AGENDA
7a. Board and Commission Minutes

7a1. Planning Commission, December 11, 2024. 
RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Board and Commission Minutes. 

7b. Motion – To approve the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies Annual Permit for Work
on State Highway Right-Of-Way required by MDOT. 
RESOLVED:  To approve the Performance Resolution for Governmental Agencies as required by
MDOT for the purpose of receiving the 2025 Annual Construction Permit for miscellaneous
operations within the State highway right-of-way. (Attachment A) 

7c. Motion – To enter into an interlocal agreement with Oakland County for Oakland County Incident
Management Team. 



City Council Meeting – January 6, 2025
Page 3

RESOLVED:  To direct City Manager Tanghe to execute the Oakland County Incident Management
Team Interlocal Agreement as presented. 

7d. Motion – To adopt as policy the method for annually adjusting the salary schedule ranges for non-
union personnel. 
RESOLVED:  To adopt as policy the City Manager’ s recommendation for the method of adjusting the
Non-Union salary ranges on an annual basis, as contained within this memo. ( Attachment B) 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 
RESOLVED: To approve the Consent Agenda. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.007 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

9. NEW BUSINESS
9a. Motion – To adopt Resolution No. 2 for Proposed Executive Hills Boulevard Special Assessment District

and to set a Public Hearing for January 20, 2025. 
Mr. Hefner explained that on December 2, 2024, the Auburn Hills City Council adopted Resolution No. 1 to
direct the City Manager to prepare plans, specifications, and cost estimates to support establishment of the
proposed Special Assessment District ( SAD) for road improvements to Executive Hills Boulevard.  In order to
proceed with this project, he commented that a Public Hearing is the next step in the process.     

Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Hawkins. 
RESOLVED: To approve Resolution No. 2, a resolution declaring tentative necessity and tentative
intent to proceed with the project and setting the public hearing for January 20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in
City Hall at 1827 North Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326, for the purpose of hearing statements
and objections to the proposed Special Assessment District No. 10 regarding the repair of and
improvements to Executive Hills Boulevard. ( Attachment C) 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.008 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

9b. Motion – To adopt Resolution No. 2 for Proposed Centre Road Special Assessment District and to set
a Public Hearing for January 20, 2025. 

Mr. Hefner explained that on December 2, 2024, the Auburn Hills City Council adopted Resolution No. 1 to
direct the City Manager to prepare plans, specifications, and cost estimates to support establishment of the
proposed Special Assessment District ( SAD) for road improvements to Centre Road.  In order to proceed with
this project, he commented that a Public Hearing is the next step in the process.     

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 
RESOLVED: To approve Resolution No. 2, a resolution declaring tentative necessity and tentative
intent to proceed with the project and setting the public hearing for January 20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in
City Hall at 1827 North Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326, for the purpose of hearing statements
and objections to the proposed Special Assessment District No. 11 regarding the repair of and
improvements to Centre Road. ( Attachment D)  



City Council Meeting – January 6, 2025
Page 4

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.009 Motion Carried (7 - 0) 

9c. Motion – To adopt Resolution No. 2 for Proposed Innovation Drive Special Assessment District and to
set a Public Hearing for January 20, 2025. 

Mr. Hefner explained that on December 2, 2024, the Auburn Hills City Council adopted Resolution No. 1 to
direct the City Manager to prepare plans, specifications, and cost estimates to support establishment of the
proposed Special Assessment District ( SAD) for road improvements to Innovation Drive.  In order to proceed
with this project, he commented that a Public Hearing is the next step in the process.     

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Ferguson. 
RESOLVED: To approve Resolution No. 2, a resolution declaring tentative necessity and tentative
intent to proceed with the project and setting the public hearing for January 20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in
City Hall at 1827 North Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326, for the purpose of hearing statements
and objections to the proposed Special Assessment District No. 12 regarding the repair of and
improvements to Innovation Drive. (Attachment E) 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.010 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL
Mr. Knight commented on the downtown and how the developments are coming along.   
Mr. McDaniel wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
Dr. Fletcher commented that there is a resident that is having difficulty with their mailing address being
changed.  The Police Department will follow up with the situation.   
Mr. Ferguson shared that he is looking forward to a good year.  
Mayor Marzolf also wished everyone a Happy New Year.    

11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
12. CITY MANAGER REPORT
Mr. Tanghe requested that City Council go into Closed Session to conduct the annual City Manager’ s
Performance Evaluation.  

13. CLOSED SESSION
13a. Motion – To meet in closed session for the City Manager’ s Performance Review. 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To meet in closed session for the City Manager’ s Performance Evaluation pursuant
to MCL 15.268(1)(a) of the Open Meetings Act. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.011 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

The meeting recessed into Closed Session at 7:42 PM. 
The meeting reconvened in Open Session at 8:45 PM. 
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Moved by McDaniel, Seconded by Knight. 
RESOLVED: To increase City Manager Tanghe’ s salary to $207,000 retroactive to January 1, 2025
and to give him a $ 10,000 bonus payable within the next two pay cycles payable by cash or by
contribution to his 401 or 457 account, whichever he prefers. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke
No: None

Resolution No. 25.01.012 Motion Carried ( 7 - 0) 

14. ADJOURNMENT
Moved by McDaniel, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To adjourn the meeting. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke

No: None
Resolution No. 25.01.013 Motion Carried (7 - 0) 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM. 

Brain W. Marzolf, Mayor Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk
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ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B
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ATTACHMENT C

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS
RESOLUTION DECLARING TENTATIVE NECESSITY AND TENTATIVE

INTENT TO PROCEED WITH PROJECT AND SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ( RESOLUTION NO. 2)  
Executive Hills Boulevard

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, held in the
Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 p.m. on the 6th day of
January, 2025, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Ferguson and seconded by Councilperson
Hawkins: 

WHEREAS, the City is considering the construction of the proposed improvement described below and
the establishment of a special assessment district to defray a portion of the cost of such improvement by
special assessment against the benefitted properties; and

WHEREAS, the proposed improvement (“ the project”) is the repair of and improvements to Executive
Hills Boulevard; and

WHEREAS, plans, specifications and cost estimates have been prepared by the City’s engineers, OHM, 
and have been submitted to the City and filed with the City Clerk, for construction of the project and the City
is tentatively considering the establishment of a special assessment district to finance and defray a portion of
the costs of the project and the City Manager has recommended that the City Council proceed with the project; 
and

WHEREAS, the project is designed and intended to specially benefit all of the properties in the
proposed special assessment district by repairing and improving Executive Hills Boulevard, thereby allowing
said property owners better and safer access and travel on said road, preserving property values and protecting
said property owners’ and their invitees’ and customers’ vehicles, among other things. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved as follows: 

1.  The City Council tentatively determines that the project is necessary and that it tentatively
intends to proceed with the project and to establish the special assessment district to defray a portion of the
costs of the project. 

2.  The City’ s engineers, OHM, who are registered professional engineers, have prepared plans
describing the project and a preliminary estimate of the cost of the project in the amount of $5,380,000 has
now been determined, of which $ 5,380,000 amount it is estimated that approximately $ 2,690,000 will be
defrayed by special assessments against the properties in the special assessment district. Such plans and cost
estimates have been filed with the City Clerk and the City Manager recommends proceeding with the project. 

3.  The City Council tentatively designates all of the properties on the list attached to this
Resolution as the special assessment district against which a portion of the costs of the project is to be assessed
and which will be identified as Special Assessment District No. 10 (the “district”). 

4.  The City Clerk shall give notice that the City Council shall conduct a public hearing on January
20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, for the purpose
of hearing statements and objections to the project and to the tentatively established district. Notice of the
public hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper published and/ or circulated in the City, with the first
publication being at least ten (10) days before the January 20, 2025 hearing and notice shall also be sent by
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first class mail to each record owner or party in interest in whose name the land in the district is to be assessed
as shown on the City’s last preceding tax assessment roll for ad valorem tax purposes, with said notices to be
mailed at least ten (10) days before the date of the hearing. The notices to be published and mailed by first
class mail shall include the following: 

a)  The date, time and place of the public hearing; 

b)  A statement that the report, plan and estimate and the City Manager’ s
recommendation is on file with the City Clerk for public examination. 

c)  A statement that appearance and protest at the hearing is required in order to appeal
the matters to be considered at the hearing to the Michigan Tax Tribunal and that an
owner and/ or party in interest, or their agent, may appear in person at the hearing to
protest, or they may appear by filing their appearance or protest by letter, which shall
then not require their personal appearance provided that said letter is received by the
City Clerk prior to and/ or at the January 20, 2025 hearing. 

AYES:   7 (Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke) 
NAYES:   None
ABSENT:  None
ABSTENTIONS:  None

STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
ss

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, Laura M. Pierce, the duly qualified and appointed City Clerk of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a regular
meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 6th day of January, 2025, the original of which is on file in
my office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this _____ day of ____________, 2025. 

Laura M. Pierce
City Clerk
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ATTACHMENT D

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS
RESOLUTION DECLARING TENTATIVE NECESSITY AND TENTATIVE

INTENT TO PROCEED WITH PROJECT AND SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ( RESOLUTION NO. 2) 
Centre Road

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, held in the
Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 p.m. on the 6th day of
January, 2025, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Verbeke and seconded by Councilperson
Fletcher: 

WHEREAS, the City is considering the construction of the proposed improvement described below and
the establishment of a special assessment district to defray a portion of the cost of such improvement by
special assessment against the benefitted properties; and

WHEREAS, the proposed improvement (“ the project”) is the repair of and improvements to Centre
Road; and

WHEREAS, plans, specifications and cost estimates have been prepared by the City’ s engineers, OHM, 
and have been submitted to the City and filed with the City Clerk, for construction of the project and the City
is tentatively considering the establishment of a special assessment district to finance and defray a portion of
the costs of the project and the City Manager has recommended that the City Council proceed with the project; 
and

WHEREAS, the project is designed and intended to specially benefit all of the properties in the
proposed special assessment district by repairing and improving Centre Road, thereby allowing said property
owners better and safer access and travel on said road, preserving property values and protecting said property
owners’ and their invitees’ and customers’ vehicles, among other things. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved as follows: 

1.  The City Council tentatively determines that the project is necessary and that it tentatively
intends to proceed with the project and to establish the special assessment district to defray a portion of the
costs of the project. 

2.  The City’ s engineers, OHM, who are registered professional engineers, have prepared plans
describing the project and a preliminary estimate of the cost of the project in the amount of $3,071,000 has
now been determined, of which $ 3,071,000 amount it is estimated that approximately $ 1,535,500 will be
defrayed by special assessments against the properties in the special assessment district. Such plans and cost
estimates have been filed with the City Clerk and the City Manager recommends proceeding with the project. 

3.  The City Council tentatively designates all of the properties on the list attached to this
Resolution as the special assessment district against which a portion of the costs of the project is to be assessed
and which will be identified as Special Assessment District No. 11 (the “district”). 

4.  The City Clerk shall give notice that the City Council shall conduct a public hearing on January
20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, for the purpose
of hearing statements and objections to the project and to the tentatively established district. Notice of the
public hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper published and/ or circulated in the City, with the first
publication being at least ten (10) days before the January 20, 2025 hearing and notice shall also be sent by
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first class mail to each record owner or party in interest in whose name the land in the district is to be assessed
as shown on the City’s last preceding tax assessment roll for ad valorem tax purposes, with said notices to be
mailed at least ten (10) days before the date of the hearing. The notices to be published and mailed by first
class mail shall include the following: 

a)  The date, time and place of the public hearing; 

b)  A statement that the report, plan and estimate and the City Manager’ s
recommendation is on file with the City Clerk for public examination. 

c)  A statement that appearance and protest at the hearing is required in order to appeal
the matters to be considered at the hearing to the Michigan Tax Tribunal and that an
owner and/ or party in interest, or their agent, may appear in person at the hearing to
protest, or they may appear by filing their appearance or protest by letter, which shall
then not require their personal appearance provided that said letter is received by the
City Clerk prior to and/ or at the January 20, 2025 hearing. 

AYES:   7 (Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke) 
NAYES:   None
ABSENT:  None
ABSTENTIONS:  None

STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
ss

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, Laura M. Pierce, the duly qualified and appointed City Clerk of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a regular
meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 6th day of January, 2025, the original of which is on file in
my office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this _____ day of _______________, 2025. 

Laura M. Pierce
City Clerk
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ATTACHMENT E

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS
RESOLUTION DECLARING TENTATIVE NECESSITY AND TENTATIVE

INTENT TO PROCEED WITH PROJECT AND SETTING PUBLIC HEARING ( RESOLUTION NO. 2) 
Innovation Drive

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan, held in the
Council Chambers at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, at 7:00 p.m. on the 6th day of
January, 2025, the following resolution was offered by Councilperson Verbeke and seconded by Councilperson
Ferguson: 

WHEREAS, the City is considering the construction of the proposed improvement described below and
the establishment of a special assessment district to defray a portion of the cost of such improvement by
special assessment against the benefitted properties; and

WHEREAS, the proposed improvement (“ the project”) is the repair of and improvements to Innovation
Drive; and

WHEREAS, plans, specifications and cost estimates have been prepared by the City’s engineers, OHM, 
and have been submitted to the City and filed with the City Clerk, for construction of the project and the City
is tentatively considering the establishment of a special assessment district to finance and defray a portion of
the costs of the project and the City Manager has recommended that the City Council proceed with the project; 
and

WHEREAS, the project is designed and intended to specially benefit all of the properties in the
proposed special assessment district by repairing and improving Innovation Drive, thereby allowing said
property owners better and safer access and travel on said road, preserving property values and protecting
said property owners’ and their invitees’ and customers’ vehicles, among other things. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby resolved as follows: 

1.  The City Council tentatively determines that the project is necessary and that it tentatively
intends to proceed with the project and to establish the special assessment district to defray a portion of the
costs of the project. 

2.  The City’s engineers, OHM, who are registered professional engineers, have prepared plans
describing the project and a preliminary estimate of the cost of the project in the amount of $1,487,000 has
now been determined, of which $ 1,487,000 amount it is estimated that approximately $ 743,500 will be
defrayed by special assessments against the properties in the special assessment district. Such plans and cost
estimates have been filed with the City Clerk and the City Manager recommends proceeding with the project. 

3.  The City Council tentatively designates all of the properties on the list attached to this
Resolution as the special assessment district against which a portion of the costs of the project is to be assessed
and which will be identified as Special Assessment District No. 12 (the “district”). 

4.  The City Clerk shall give notice that the City Council shall conduct a public hearing on January
20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall at 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, Michigan 48326, for the purpose
of hearing statements and objections to the project and to the tentatively established district. Notice of the
public hearing shall be published twice in a newspaper published and/ or circulated in the City, with the first
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publication being at least ten (10) days before the January 20, 2025 hearing and notice shall also be sent by
first class mail to each record owner or party in interest in whose name the land in the district is to be assessed
as shown on the City’s last preceding tax assessment roll for ad valorem tax purposes, with said notices to be
mailed at least ten (10) days before the date of the hearing. The notices to be published and mailed by first
class mail shall include the following: 

a)  The date, time and place of the public hearing; 

b)  A statement that the report, plan and estimate and the City Manager’ s
recommendation is on file with the City Clerk for public examination. 

c)  A statement that appearance and protest at the hearing is required in order to appeal
the matters to be considered at the hearing to the Michigan Tax Tribunal and that an
owner and/ or party in interest, or their agent, may appear in person at the hearing to
protest, or they may appear by filing their appearance or protest by letter, which shall
then not require their personal appearance provided that said letter is received by the
City Clerk prior to and/ or at the January 20, 2025 hearing. 

AYES:   7 (Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, McDaniel, Verbeke) 
NAYES:   None
ABSENT:  None
ABSTENTIONS:  None

STATE OF MICHIGAN    ) 
ss

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 

I, Laura M. Pierce, the duly qualified and appointed City Clerk of the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, 
Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a Resolution adopted at a regular
meeting of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 6th day of January, 2025, the original of which is on file in
my office. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this _____ day of ___________, 2025. 

Laura M. Pierce
City Clerk
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