
CITY OF AUBURN HILLS 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 25, 2024 

 

CALL TO ORDER & Mayor Marzolf at 7:00 PM. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
LOCATION:  Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills MI 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Council Members Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
   Absent:  Council Member McDaniel 

Also Present:  City Manager Tanghe, Assistant City Manager Skopek, City Attorney 
Beckerleg, City Clerk Pierce, Chief of Police Gagnon, Fire Chief Massingill, Assistant Fire 
Chief Robinson, DPW Director Baldante, Community Development Director Cohen, 
Asst to Dir./Construction Coord. Lang, Director Recreation and Senior Services Adcock, 
Asst Dir. Recreation and Senior Services Beckett, Fieldstone Golf Club General Manager 
Hierlihy, Assistant to the City Manager Hagge, Engineer Driesenga 
 

   13 Guests 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
4a. City Council Regular Meeting Minutes, November 11, 2024. 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Hawkins. 

RESOLVED: To approve the City Council Regular Meeting Minutes of November 11, 2024. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.175       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
5. APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
5a. Motion – To confirm the reappoint of Gail Cartwright to the Public Safety Advisory Committee. 
Moved by Ferguson, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To confirm the reappointment of Ms. Gail Cartwright to the Public Safety Advisory 
Committee for a term ending November 20, 2025. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.176       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ronald Matthews, 2330 Joy Rd, expressed concern with the approval of a marihuana dispensary at the corner 
of Joy Rd/Opdyke Rd which abuts a residential area.  He expressed concern with an increase in traffic and 
property value decrease. 
 
Victoria Dobreanu, 2032 Joy Rd, expressed concern with the marihuana dispensary located at the corner of her 
residential street.   
 
Chief Gagnon commented that marihuana dispensaries have been in Oakland County for a while now.  The 
Police Department has always been cooperative and partner with local law enforcement sharing information 
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and intelligence.  There have not been any concerns about criminal activities surrounding these establishments 
that has been shared with the department.   
 
Patricia Matthews, 2330 Joy Rd, stated that the residents should have had more knowledge that this was 
coming into the community. 
 
Mr. Cohen confirmed that the referenced property is zoned commercial, B-1 Limited Business District.  Mr. 
Tanghe noted that this is an allowable use in that commercial zoning.  The property abuts a residential 
neighborhood, but it is not in a residential zoned neighborhood.  He pointed out that there is a lot of 
development along Opdyke, for example, with side streets that have homes behind commercial buildings.   
 
Mr. Tanghe explained that prior to 2022, the City had been opposed to adult use marihuana facilities in the 
City.  The City took a firm stance and opted out of allowing it in the community.  There is a provision in state 
law that allows a petition-initiated vote.  The petition received enough signatures to be placed on the ballot in 
2022.  The residents of Auburn Hills voted to allow this in the community.  He explained that there was a 
barrage of communication to the residents at that time.  He further explained that all public meetings are 
posted the same.  
 
7. CONSENT AGENDA 
7a. Board & Commission Minutes 

7a1. Planning Commission, November 13, 2024 
7a2. Public Safety Advisory Committee Special Meeting, November 19, 2024 

 RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Board and Commission Minutes. 
7b. Motion – To approve the 2025 Fee Schedule. 
 RESOLVED:  To adopt the 2025 City of Auburn Hills Fee Schedule as submitted. 
7c. Motion – To adopt the 2025 Benefits Resolution for Non-Union Personnel. 
 RESOLVED:  To adopt the 2025 Benefits Resolution for Non-Union Personnel, as submitted. 

(Attachment A) 
7d. Motion – To approve a third Food and Beverage Services Extension Agreement with Crank’s Services, 

LLC. 
 RESOLVED:  To approve the “Third Food and Beverage Services Extension Agreement” with Crank’s 

Services, LLC. The extension will be in effect for the 2025 golf season beginning January 1, 2025, and 
concluding December 31, 2025. 

7e. Motion – To approve the SBCA Fill Station Grant Purchase. 
 RESOLVED:  To approve the purchase of the SCBA fill station provided by West Shore Fire in the 

amount of $72,097.00. Move to approve budget amendments as detailed in this memo increasing 
the revenues $64,887.30. 

7f. Motion – To purchase extrication equipment. 
 RESOLVED:  To approve the purchase of extrication equipment from MacQueen Equipment, LLC. in 

the amount of $41,800 from fire suppression account number 101-339-978.000.    
7g. Motion – To approve the purchase of Police Department office furniture and workstations. 
 RESOLVED:  To purchase Haworth office furniture from ISCG Workplace Design + Furnishing in an 

amount not to exceed $32,258.46. 
7h. Motion – To approve the Police Department Property Room remodel and locker installation. 
 RESOLVED:  To use Allied Building Services as the vendor for installation of the property/evidence 

lockers and reconstruction of the property/evidence processing area for the amount not to exceed 
$33,860.00. 
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Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To approve the Consent Agenda. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.177       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
9a. Public Hearing/Motion – To approve the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding 

Allocation for Program Year 2025. 
Ms. Adcock explained that the CDBG program funds housing, public facilities, public service, and community 
development activities that benefit low-income households and persons with special needs.   Oakland County 
receives CDBG funds as the agent and distributes the funds based on the total population and the number of 
low/moderate-income residents in the community.  
 
Ms. Adcock explained the Minor Home Repair and Yard Service programs.  She noted that the Yard Service, 
which is lawn mowing and snow plowing, is one of the most requested services.  The Minor Home Repair 
program has helped homeowners obtain necessary repairs from reliable, insured contractors. 
 
Mayor Marzolf opened the Public Hearing at 7:30 PM. 
Hearing no public comment, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing at 7:31 PM. 
 
Moved by Fletcher, Seconded by Hawkins. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Conflict-of-Interest Certification as part of the CDBG application and 
to authorize the City Mayor to sign the application and staff to submit documents to Oakland County. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.178       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application budget line 
item: Minor Home Repair in the amount of $66,698 as part of the approximate amount of $78,466 
and to authorize the City Mayor to sign the application and staff to submit the documents to Oakland 
County. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.179       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
Moved by Fletcher, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application budget line 
item: Yard Services in the amount of $11,768 as part of the approximate amount of $78,466 and to 
authorize the City Mayor to sign the application and staff to submit the documents to Oakland 
County. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
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 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.180       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
9b. Motion – To approve a Special Land Use Permit (SLUP)/ Wescast Industries, Inc. 
Mr. Cohen explained the request from Wescast Industries, Inc. to conduct a light industrial production activity 
located at 3300 University Drive.  He noted that they received a similar SLUP approval seven years ago, but 
never occupied the building.  The company is now ready to proceed and agreed to honor the conditions of that 
original approval with two minor changes: to expand the high-bay area and to request permission to have 
multiple tenants within the building. 
 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation and approve the Special Land 
Use Permit for 3300 University Drive - Wescast Industries, Inc., subject to the conditions of the City’s 
Administrative Review Team. The conditions of approval will be memorialized in an update to the 
Development Agreement between Wescast and the City, which will be drafted by the City Attorney 
and recorded with the Oakland County Register of Deeds.  The update to the Development 
Agreement shall be executed before the company’s Building Permit for this project is issued. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.181       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
9c. Motion – To approve a One-Year Extension of the Special Land Use Permit, Site Plan, and Tree Removal 

Permit / Clean View Auto Wash. 
Mr. Cohen presented the request for a one-year extension for the Special Land Use Permit, Site Plan, and Tree 
Removal Permit for a car wash located at 3915 Auburn Rd.  This project was originally approved in November, 
2022 and a one-year extension was granted last year.  This project will begin in the spring. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding this project.  Frank Tolma, President of Clean View Auto Wash, explained that the 
delay is because they grew too fast.  Another entity has acquired all of their locations except this one which is 
family-owned.  He stated that once the weather breaks, they can break ground immediately.  He confirmed 
that they are working through the remedial work that was needed at the site. 
 
Moved by Hawkins, Seconded by Knight. 

RESOLVED: To approve a one-year extension of the Special Land Use Permit, Site Plan, and Tree 
Removal Permit for Clean View Auto Wash.  The approval shall expire on November 28, 2025. The 
applicant is advised that this extension will be the final extension granted by the City Council. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.182       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
9d. Motion – To approve the revised City of Auburn Hills Architectural Design Policy. 
Mr. Cohen explained that the current Architectural Design Policy was adopted in 2002.   
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The Planning Commission reviewed the policy.  Mr. Cohen explained that the policy presented tonight is a 
refinement of how the policy has evolved over the past 22 years.  The Planning Commission considered building 
materials and colors, what are high-quality architectural features and how buildings should be masked which 
has been expanded in detail in the revised policy.  It also has a statement that staff has been given the 
authorization by the City Council to negotiate better design at the time of review so that City Council does not 
have to do that design at the table.  This has ensured a better product and Council is presented with the final 
design at the public meeting.  The Planning Commission has adopted the policy and recommended that City 
Council adopt it as well so it is clear to the development community that these are the City standards.   
 
Mr. Cohen confirmed for Mr. Knight that there is an appeal process if needed. 
 
Moved by Fletcher, Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation and approve the revised City 
of Auburn Hills Architectural Design Policy. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.183       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
9e. Motion – To approve the modernization contracts for Fire Stations 1, 2, and 3. 
Chief Massingill explained that over the past 20 years, the department has experienced significant growth as it 
transitioned from a paid on-call to a combination department consisting of full-time and part-time firefighters.  
The fire stations were never designed for full-time staffing and have been adapted as best they could over the 
years.   
 
Chief Massingill explained that modernization of the stations has been a long-term goal and design work began 
in 2021.  The focus of these designs was to improve service delivery for the residents and improve productivity 
and working conditions for staff.  Heavy emphasis was placed on meeting the needs of the department today 
and well into the future.  He explained the funding and noted that Representative Haley Stevens Office secured 
$981,087 in funding as part of the Community Project Funding through The Department of Housing and Urban 
Development to make up the budget shortfall for Stations 1 and 3.  The Tax Increment Finance Authority 
approved $484,150 to address the budget shortfall for Station 2. 
 
Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Fletcher. 

RESOLVED: To approve contracting with Shaw Construction for modernizations of Fire Stations 
1, 2, and 3 and Spicer Group for construction management services at a combined cost of 
$3,338,850.00, amend the 2024 General Fund Fire Suppression budget revenue with an increase of 
$981,087.00 in account number 101-339-528.000-HUDGRANT, amend account number 101-336-
975.000-FIRESTATION1 in the amount of $490,543.50, and amend account number 101-336-975.000-
FIRESTATION3 in the amount of $490,543.50. 

VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.184       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
Mr. Knight complimented DPW on their continued work on the pathways.  He pointed out a new diverging 
diamond that was recently installed in the state and noted that Auburn Hills was the first in the state to install 
the diverging diamond.  He expressed appreciation for the City Manager’s explanation on the marihuana 
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process.  He stated that he recognizes the concerns of the residents on Joy Rd, but it is commercial along 
Opdyke Rd. 
 
Ms. Verbeke questioned if something could be done to eliminate the driveway out to Joy Rd.  Mr. Cohen stated 
that is something the City Attorney would have to review.  Mr. Cohen confirmed that a building permit would 
be required at the point they decide to renovate the building.  Ms. Verbeke pointed out that CN Railroad has 
been clearcutting near Brown Rd. 
 
Dr. Fletcher questioned the status of Dexter Rd.  Mr. Baldanted stated that the plan is to top the road 
tomorrow, but it is weather dependent.  Mr. Cohen confirmed for Dr. Fletcher that the former Rite Aid building 
is currently vacant and there are no development proposals at this time.   
 
Mr. Hawkins thanked DPW on their response to an issue on South Blvd.  He noted that whenever there are any 
issues that arise, the DPW is extremely responsive. 
 
Mayor Marzolf wished everyone a happy and safe Thanksgiving. 
 
11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
 
12. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
Mr. Tanghe noted that the Tree Lighting is on Friday, December 6th at 6:00 PM.  The location has moved to the 
plaza area in Riverside Park. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Knight, Seconded by Ferguson. 

RESOLVED: To adjourn the meeting. 
VOTE: Yes:  Ferguson, Fletcher, Hawkins, Knight, Marzolf, Verbeke 
 No: None 
Resolution No. 24.11.185       Motion Carried (6 - 0) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:07 PM. 
 
 

 
 

Brain W. Marzolf, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


