
The City of Auburn Hills 
City Council Meeting 

 

 
 

 

    Minutes   January 18, 2010 
CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor McDonald at 7:08 p.m. 
LOCATION: City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

         Present: Mayor McDonald, Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Kittle, 
Knight, Newkirk 

          Absent: Council Member McDaniel 
 Also Present: City Manager Auger, Assistant City Manager Tanghe, Police Chief Olko, DPS 

Director Melchert, Manager of Public Utilities Harran, Fire Chief Burmeister, 
Community Relations/Legislative Affairs Director Carroll, City Attorney Beckerleg, 
City Engineer Juidici, TIFA Chair Bennett, 

  7 Guests   

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
4. Regular City Council Meeting – January 4, 2010 
Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. Newkirk. 

RESOLVED: To approve the January 4, 2010 Council Meeting minutes as presented.  
VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.004 

5. APPOINTMENT & PRESENTATIONS – None  

6. PERSONS WISHING TO BE HEARD – None 

Mr. Kittle welcomed the Forester Square residents. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 
Ms. Doyle requested that Item 7c. be removed from the Consent Agenda. 

7a. Receive Board and Commission Minutes 
 7a.1. Tax Increment Finance Authority – January 12, 2010 

7b  Motion - Approve a request from Mac Acquisition LLC to transfer ownership on a 2009 Class C 
licensed business with Official Permit (food) from Brinker Michigan, Inc. (Macaroni Grill) 
RESOLVED:  To adopt the resolution approving a request from Mac Acquisition LLC to transfer 
ownership on a 2009 Class C licensed business with Official Permit (food) from Brinker 
Michigan, Inc. and request to change existing Official Permit (food) from 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon Sundays to 11:00 am to 12:00 noon Sundays. 

7d. Motion – Approve Recommendation of the TIFA Board of Directors / Bid for Corridor Tile Replacement 
at Rogers Elementary 
RESOLVED:  To accept the recommendation of the TIFA Board of Directors and approve the 
bid from Cohn’s Floor Covering, Inc. of Wixom, Michigan for corridor floor tile removal and 
installation at Rogers Elementary School in the amount of $19,800; and authorize Assistant 
City Manager Tanghe to execute an agreement on behalf of the Tax Increment Finance 
Authority.  Funds are available from TIF-D, Account No. 27370/84001. 

Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Ms. Hammond. 
RESOLVED: To approve Consent Agenda Item 7a., 7b., and 7d.  

VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.005 

7c. Motion - Approve Resolution Supporting Act 312 Reform 
Responding to Ms. Doyle, Ms. Carroll explained Public Act 312 of 1967 requires that if there is impasse in 
negotiations between a community and its public safety union, the parties must proceed with mandatory 
binding arbitration.  A major sticking point of negotiations is the community’s ability to pay what the union is 
asking.  A major sticking point of negotiations is the community’s ability to pay the arbitrator’s decision.  
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The changes being proposed to PA 312 would create efficiencies in local government and keep our 
police/firefighters working.  The new language we’d like to see in the act would include: the community’s 
ability to pay, internal comparables, limiting or eliminating retroactivity of awards and catastrophic events.   

Many Michigan communities are passing resolutions in support of Public Act 312 reform.  The reform is not 
an anti-police or anti-fire initiative, and amending PA 312 would have no cost implications for the City or 
State.  The Resolution simply supports the idea that arbitrators must consider an entity’s financial 
circumstance and ability to pay when making their award and that such should be carefully defined in the 
law.   
Ms. Carroll confirmed there two are two pieces of legislation currently pending before the House Labor 
Committee.  HB 5665 would repeal PA 312 and the second measure HB 5325 would modify the arbitration 
requirements and define a community’s ability to pay.  It is recommended the Council adopt the resolution 
in support of Act 312 Reform. 
Mr. Tanghe explained a number of years ago, the community of Redford ran into such a predicament.  The 
arbitrator accepted and reviewed numerous reports of the city’s financial difficulties; however, in the end 
the arbitrator agreed with the union and the union’s demands were met. 

Ms. Doyle read the attached resolution. 

Moved by Ms. Doyle; Seconded by Mr. Kittle. 
RESOLVED:  To adopt the resolution in support of Act 312 reform. 

Mr. Knight asked that the resolution be corrected to include Auburn Hills’ State Senator and State 
Representative. 

VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.006 

Mr. Tanghe noted he has discussed and explained Public Act 312 reform with the police and fire fighter 
unions. 

8.  OLD BUSINESS – None  

9.  NEW BUSINESS  

9a. Motion – Approve Transition to a Fixed Meter Reading System  
Mr. Melchert explained Auburn Hills currently utilizes a drive-by meter reading technology known as the 
Datamatic Single Frequency (SF) Firefly System. This system has been in place since 2001; eight years 
later equipment is beginning to fail because the battery life in each firefly meter reading unit is declining. 
Once the batteries have failed, the entire SF Firefly unit is replaced at a cost of $93.  The cost associated 
with the replacement of these SF Fireflies at the current rate is estimated to be around $440,000. 

Datamatic now offers a fixed network meter reading system called Mosaic. Also known as a “mesh 
network,” the system will route data from the meter to the internet daily. Mosaic allows utilities, like the City 
of Auburn Hills, to combine walk-by, mobile and full mesh network collection platforms into a single hybrid 
system. Migrating to the Mosaic System will allow the City to make the transition at its own pace, based on 
needs and budget, and by preserving the current investments in the existing reading software and the 
billing system interface. The migration should be seamless to the utility billing clerk.  

Mosaic will utilize our current software and technology, thus reducing start-up costs when compared to 
other meter reading systems. Other system start-up costs begin from $90K upwards. Start-up costs 
associated with the Mosaic System include $10,225.52 for equipment, $3,600 for training, and $6,750 for 
(75) Mosaic Fireflies. A trade-in value of the current SF Firefly has been extended to the City, which will 
reduce the cost of the Mosaic Firefly to $80. This is $13 less than the SF Firefly and therefore will save 
the City $74,100 over the transition period. The DPS anticipates replacing 1,000 Fireflies annually as they 
fail and require replacement. Once the system is fully implemented, the cost saving opportunities of the 
Mosaic System is expected to exceed $50K annually, in due to the reduced labor associated with reading 
meters and responding to consumer concerns. 

Mr. Harran stated currently each home has a black box attached, and as the black boxes fail they will be 
replaced with a new, silver box.  The change generally takes place without the resident being troubled; 
the boxes can be switched outside.  In the event that wiring is bad, inside access would be required, in 
which case an appointment would be made with the resident.  A box is connected to each water meter in 
the City, including apartments and businesses. 
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Continuing, Mr. Harran explained this technology is approximately three years old.  He noted inquires 
were made to several communities asking for their opinion of this new system.  There aren’t any other 
communities in Michigan that are using this, but of the out-of-state communities questioned, none 
seemed to have any major problems or difficulties with this system.   

Moved by Mr. Knight; Seconded by Mr. Newkirk. 
RESOLVED:  To approve implementation of the Datamatic Mosaic Meter Reading System in 
the amount of $20,575.52. Thereafter, meter interface units will be purchased on an as 
needed basis as existing units fail. 

VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.007 

10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 

Mr. Kittle:  

• Questioned why sand and gravel are piled off Squirrel Road near Buddy’s Pizza.  Mr. Melchert 
explained it is being stored there by a contractor the City hired to do catch basin work. 

• Would like to see Council workshops scheduled, particularly on short meeting agenda nights and 
possibly on Saturday’s.  He would like to discuss Council’s long and short term goals.    Mr. 
McDonald stated prior to the next Council meeting there is a scheduled study session.  Mr. 
McDonald would like to hear in advance some topics of concern from Council Members for 
discussion.   

Ms. Hammond: 

• Advised that the bushes are too tall at Squirrel Road and Squirrel Court, obstructing the view of 
traffic. 

• Notedthe pathway on Squirrel near Lonedale is in need of snow clearing. 

• Noted there is a neon sign on Auburn Road, at the concrete crushing site that indicates there is 
salt for sale 24 hours a day – seven days a week. 

• Mentioned she was looking forward to participating in the upcoming Citizens Fire Academy. 

• Congratulated Mr. McDaniel on the birth of his daughter. 

Mr. Knight: 

• Responding to Ms. Hammond, explaining the City has a policy that it will not keep the pathways 
clear of snow; it becomes a liability issue. 

• Was very pleased with the dinner/dance that was held at Fieldstone, noting the food was 
excellent, the facility is very good and the employees are very pleasant and helpful. 

• Would like to develop a strategy regarding pay and benefits of City employees at a Council 
workshop. 

Ms. Doyle: 

• Would like to discuss the policy of not keeping the safety paths clear of snow and ice.   

• Discussion of potential rules for Council meetings. 

• Kudos to the Police Department on how well the standoff situation was handled. 

• Kudos to Guardian Glass on supplying the glass for the Burj Khalifa tower in Dubai.  

Mr. McDonald: 

• Asked Fire Chief Burmeister how the 501 3C for Helping Hands is coming along.  The Fire Chief 
stated the attorney is currently reviewing it and hopes to have it within the next week or two.  

• Requested that a report showing Helping Hands income and expenditures be forwarded to City 
Council via Mr. Auger. 
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• Requested that the Fire Chief supply a list of paid on-call firefighters detailing individually the 
hours that were worked and the pay that was received, stating that too can be forwarded to City 
Council through Mr. Auger.    

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT - None 

12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

• City Employees have the opportunity to dress casually (jeans) on Friday’s during the month of 
January in exchange for winter wear being donated to the Community Center.  New or gently used 
children’s items are being distributed to Will Rogers Elementary school.  During the month of 
December, employees made donations to the food pantry at the Community Center. 

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Property Acquisition  
Moved by Ms. Hammond; Seconded by Mr. Kittle. 
   RESOLVED: To adjourn to Executive Session. 
VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.008 

Council adjourned to Executive Session at 7:54 p.m. and reconvened the regular meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

Moved by Mr. Kittle; Seconded by Mr. Knight. 
 RESOLVED:  To authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the Purchase Agreement 

dated December 11, 2009 for the property located at 200 S. Squirrel Road, and having the 
property identification number 14-36-104-024, under the terms and conditions contained 
therein.  The City shall pay $1.00, the cost of the title policy, and the transfer tax, if any, 
associated with the acquisition of the property; and along with demolition costs, the total of 
all fees shall be approximately $5,000.  

VOTE:  Yes: Doyle, Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDonald, Newkirk 
  No:  None        Motion carried (6-0) 
RESOLUTION NO. 10.01.009 

Hearing no objections, the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Linda F. Shannon, City Clerk 
Kathleen Novak, Records Retention Clerk  
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Resolution No. 10.01.006 
 

Resolution to Support Act 312 Reform 
  
WHEREAS, Public Act 312 of 1969 (MCL 423.231 et seq., as amended) provides for compulsory arbitration 
in labor disputes with fire & police departments; and  
   
WHEREAS, Act 312 does not require an arbitration panel to take a  local unit of government’s ability to 
pay into primary consideration in rendering an award; and  
   
WHEREAS, the greatest expense for a local unit of government is its labor costs, the majority of which are 
police officer & firefighter pay and benefits; and  
   
WHEREAS, when faced with increasing labor costs in these employee groups, a local unit of government 
is forced to choose between eliminating other basic services and reducing the number of police officers & 
firefighters, neither of which is in the best interest of its residents or the general public; and  
   
WHEREAS, House Bill 5325 would amend Act 312 to require an arbitration panel to take a  local unit of 
government’s ability to pay into consideration in rendering an award in compulsory arbitration in a labor 
dispute with fire & police departments;  
   
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Auburn Hills City Council hereby supports House Bill 5325, 
and encourages our elected representatives to do the same.  
   
BE  IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk  is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to 
Governor Jennifer Granholm, State Senator Mike Bishop and State Representative Tim Melton.  
   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby directed to forward a copy of this resolution to all 
cities, townships and villages located in Oakland County.  
  

 AYES: Mayor McDonald, Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Doyle, Kittle, Knight, 
Newkirk 
 NAYS: None 

       ABSENT: Council Member McDaniel 
ABSTENTIONS: None  

  
          RESOLUTION APPROVED (6-0) 
  
STATE OF MICHIGAN)  
 ) SS  
COUNTY OF OAKLAND)  
  
 I, the undersigned, the duly appointed City Clerk for the City of Auburn Hills, Oakland County, Michigan do 
hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting 
of the Auburn Hills City Council held on the 18th day of January 2010  
  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my official signature on this 19th day of January 2010.  
  
  

______________________________________ 
                                                                    Linda F. Shannon, City Clerk 
 


