
The City of Auburn Hills 
City Council Meeting 

Minutes 

           
 

       May 6, 2013 
CALL TO ORDER: by Mayor Pro Tem Hammond at 7:00 p.m. 
LOCATION:  City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

         Present: Mayor Pro Tem Hammond, Council Members Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
  Absent:   Mayor McDonald, Council Member Doyle 
 Also Present: Assistant City Manager Tanghe, City Clerk Kowal, Community Development Director Cohen, 

Water Resource Coordinator Keenan, DPS Director Melchert, Roads & Facilities Manager 
Brisson, Public Utilities Manager Herczeg, Deputy Director of Public Services Manning, City 
Attorney Beckerleg, City Engineers Juidici and Stevens. 
Guests 38 

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
4a. Regular City Council Meeting – April 15, 2013 
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Kittle. 
 RESOLVED: To approve the April 15, 2013 City Council minutes. 
VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
       No:   None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.071 
5. APPOINTMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 
5a. Presentation – Introduction and Oath of Office for Full-Time Firefighter Bryan Edward Shambeck 
Deputy Director Manning introduced Firefighter Bryan Shambeck, noting he started as an employee in 2011 as a part-time 
medic; attended and completed the North Oakland Fire Academy in 2012.  While a medic with the STAR ambulance 
service, since 2006, he received his Associates Degree in Applied Science as a Paramedic.  Bryan will be filling the 
vacancy of a firefighter that left the Department to pursue a medical education. This position will be covered by a grant for 
the next two years; which will be a savings to the City of just over $170,000.   

Ms. Kowal administered the Oath of Office. 

5b. Presentation – Introduction and Oath of Office for Paid-On-Call Firefighter Brent Edward Waldrep 
Deputy Director Manning introduced Firefighter Brent Waldrep, noting he has been an employee since September, 2010.  
Brent has since earned his State’s license as an Emergency Medical Technician and completed the Fire Academy; 
combined training hours for these courses is in excess of 500 hours.  Mr. Waldrep has completed the intense, 
comprehensive, in-house field training program, which combines the newly acquired skills as well as the Department’s 
operations.  In addition to his day-to-day duties, Brent volunteers as the treasurer for the Auburn Hills Helping Hands 
organization and leads a number of the fund raising events.  The Morning Optimists Club, last week, named Brent as the 
Firefighter of the Year, for going above and beyond in helping residents of the community.  Brent has also drawn national 
attention to Auburn Hills through his Christmas light display.   

Ms. Kowal administered the Oath of Office. 

6. PUBLIC COMMENT - none 

7.  CONSENT AGENDA 
All items listed are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items 
unless a Council member so requests, in which event the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
agenda. 

7a. Board and Commission Minutes 
7a.1. Tax Incentive Review Committee – February 11, 2013 
7a.2. Pension & Retiree Health Care Boards Special Meeting – April 16, 2013 

7b. Motion – Approve DPS Garage Interior Painting Bid  
RESOLVED: To award the bid to paint the interior of the DPS garage to Precision Painting, Inc. 2681 Orchard 
Lake Road, Sylvan Lake 48320 in the amount of $ 39,364.00.  Funding is provided from account 101-265-
975.000. 

7c. Motion - Adopt a Resolution to Request Reimbursement of Eligible Mosquito Control Activity  
 RESOLVED: To adopt the resolution to authorize and direct the City Manager, as agent for the City of Auburn 

Hills, to request reimbursement of eligible mosquito control activity under Oakland County’s West Nile Virus 
Fund Program. 
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Moved by Knight; Seconded by Verbeke. 
 RESOLVED: To approve the Consent Agenda. 
VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.072 

8.  OLD BUSINESS 

9.  NEW BUSINESS 
9a. Motion - Approval of Site Plan, Special Land Use Permit, and Tree Removal Permit / BorgWarner Powertrain 

Technical Center Expansion 
Mr. Cohen explained the expansion will occupy the current outside storage area and the garage will be moved.  The 
current garage will be repurposed to house a cell for testing purposes.  The revised Special Land Use Permit reduces the 
size of the outside storage that currently allows 54 vehicles, down to 13 vehicles.  The plan was reviewed by the Planning 
Commission and staff, and both found the plan acceptable. 
Mr. Cohen clarified for Mr. Knight, the expansion extends into the outside storage area; however, there will be an 
additional 14 new spaces at the greenbelt of the parking lot on the east side of the building; there is nothing being done to 
the north parking lot. 
Mr. Kittle asked if the summer car show would still be held. 
Eric Isotalo, BorgWarner, assured Mr. Kittle the car show will continue.  
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Kittle. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation and approve the Site Plan, Special Land 
Use Permit, and Tree Removal Permit for the BorgWarner Powertrain Technical Center Expansion subject to 
staff and consultant’s conditions. 

VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.073 
9b. Motion - Approve the Adoption of the Oakland County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) 
Deputy Director Manning explained this is a requirement of FEMA, if a disaster should occur, a plan must be in place in 
order to receive FEMA funds.  All Oakland County communities had the opportunity to participate in creating the plan and 
Auburn Hills had two representatives. Oakland County has already adopted this plan.   
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Kittle. 

RESOLVED: To adopt the Oakland County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP). 
VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
               No: None  
Resolution No. 13.05.074 Motion Carried (5-0) 

9c. Motion – Approve Resolution for Clinton-Oakland Sewage Disposal System 2013 Inter-Municipal Contract 
Mr. Melchert explained as a member of the Clinton-Oakland Sewage Disposal System, there are provisions allowed for 
certain capacity and the contract acknowledges there are times when that capacity may be exceeded.  At times Auburn 
Hills has exceeded the maximum capacity, and the City has been working with the Oakland County Water Resources 
Commission  for the past several years to determine what the future capacity needs may be in the future, particularly at 
build-out.  This contract, which expires in January 2017, deals with those exceeded amounts and considers improvements 
of the system.  One major improvement being considered is the Perry Street Diversion, which will allow approximately 
30% of the City’s flow to divert to the Pontiac sewer treatment facility.  The Perry Street Diversion would free up capacity 
of the Clinton-Oakland system, which is very good for Auburn Hills.   
Mr. Melchert noted Jim Nash, Water Resources Commissioner, Philip Sanzica, Chief Deputy Water Resources 
Commissioner, and Sue Coffey, Manager, are in attendance and available to answer any questions. 
Moved by Knight; Seconded by Verbeke. 

RESOLVED: To approve the Clinton-Oakland Sewage Disposal System 2013 Inter-Municipal Contract. 
Mr. Knight noted during the Council workshop this evening, this topic was explained very well by Mr. Melchert and his 
staff. 
Ms. Verbeke noted on page 8, lines 15 and 18, corrections should be made, ‘is’ to ‘it’s’, because the intent changes. 
 
VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.075 
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9d.Motion – Approve Inter-Municipal Contract for Acquisition, Construction, and Financing of the Perry Street                       
Diversion Project  

Mr. Melchert noted this item compliments the previous agenda item; a necessary part of the whole dynamic of freeing up 
capacity of the Clinton-Oakland system.  Any capital improvement costs associated with this project will be divided among 
the participating communities.  
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Kittle. 

RESOLVED: To approve the Inter-Municipal Contract for Acquisition, Construction, and Financing of the 
Perry Street Diversion. 

VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.076 
9e. Motion – Approve Joslyn Road Concrete Overlay, Collier to north of Pacific Drive Tri-Party Agreement  
Mr. Brisson explained this portion of Joslyn Road extends from Collier Road to just north of the entrance ramp of 
southbound I-75, with work beginning later this year, or most likely in 2014.  The project received just over $1 million from 
National Highway Performance program funding.  The remaining $750,000 is a tri-party arrangement, between the 
County, Road Commission for Oakland County and the City.  The City’s portion is $100,000. 
Mr. Knight questioned the City’s amount, believing the Tri-County agreements were divided into equal thirds.    
Mr. Brisson explained as noted in the agreement, the County is paying $550,000, RCOC and the City, each $100,000. 
Mr. Melchert explained the RCOC was able to secure funding for the majority of this project and the amount leftover is 
split three ways.  
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Kittle. 
Mr. Tanghe requested the motion be amended to ‘authorize the Assistant City Manager, on behalf of the City Manager’, 
be included in the motion. 

RESOLVED: To authorize the Assistant City Manager, on behalf of the City Manager as Street Administrator, 
to sign the RCOC Cost Participation Agreement for Joslyn Road from Collier to north of Pacific Drive with the 
City’s participation cost being $100,000.00.  Funding is provided from the Street Improvement Fund (101-446-
973.202).  

VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.077 
9f. Motion – Approve Joslyn Road Concrete Patching, north of Pacific Drive to I-75, Tri-Party Program  
Mr. Brisson explained as part of the Joslyn Road project, just north of the overlay section, there is Tri-Party funding 
available to do the patching.  The City has been asked by the County to do the patching as part of the City’s concrete road 
maintenance program.   The projects would likely take place at the same time and the same traffic control could be used.  
Split three ways, the City’s portion would be $29,331.00. 
Ms. Verbeke noted, in her opinion, the northbound lanes of Joslyn Road are worse than the southbound lanes, and 
questioned the possibility of being able to patch the road as far as Home Depot. 
Mr. Brisson stated that may be a stretch; the patching will be done as far north as funds are available, probably to the 
over-pass.   
Ms. Verbeke asked if the patching could skip those areas of roadway that aren’t bad, and continue with the more rough 
areas.   
Mr. Brisson explained the area will be surveyed and he will discuss the possibility with the Road Commission. 
Mr. Melchert noted the area referred to by Ms. Verbeke is asphalt, and this concrete patching would extend as far as 
Harmon Road, where the concrete ends and asphalt begins.   Continuing, Mr. Melchert noted the overlay project will 
probably not happen until 2014, there is an easement issue.  At the direction of Council, the concrete patching could be 
done this year. 
Responding to Ms. Verbeke, Mr. Melchert explained the easement needed, is located at the corner of Pacific Drive and 
Joslyn Road, the gas station.   
Because of the sizeable potholes at the entrance to southbound I-75, Ms. Verbeke asked Mr. Melchert if he could ask the 
County to at least fill the holes.  
Mr. Tanghe requested this motion also be modified the same as the previous motion, if being approved. 
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Knight. 

RESOLVED: To authorize the Assistant City Manager, on behalf of the City Manager as Street Administrator,  
to sign the RCOC Cost Participation Agreement for Joslyn Road, North of Pacific Drive to I-75, with the City’s 
participation cost being $29,331.00.  Funding is provided from the Street Improvement Fund (101-446-
973.202).  
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VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.078 
9g.Motion – Accept Third and Fourth Quarter 2012 Monitoring Network Review Summaries and 2012 Annual Monitoring 

Network Review Summary of the Oakland Heights Development Landfill Report 
Andrew Foerg, Environmental Resources Group (ERG) representative, explained the landfill is in good shape and he has 
nothing of great interest to report.  The only items that are relatively new is the volatile organics in the northeast corner of 
the landfill and one well that Republic has been keeping an eye on for leakage.  The MDEQ believes the source of the 
very-very low level of contaminate comes from off-site.  There is no evidence that it is related to the landfill and MDEQ is 
allowing work to be done in the cell.  The past issues are slowly making progress, there are no real problems. 
Continuing, Mr. Foerg noted once a problem has been fixed, it isn’t forgotten.  Every quarter everything is reviewed, 
including those fixed items.    
Mr. Knight asked for an update on the completion of the cells and the build out. 
Bill Dolson, Oakland Heights Development Manager, explained the last cell of the site, cell F, half has been built and the 
second half will be built in the next year or two.  Once the last half is built, the landfill’s life span will be six to ten years.  
The amount of trash has decreased significantly over the last number of years. 
Mr. Knight asked about the property on the west side of the road and if it still being rented or if it is back in possession of 
the owners. 
Mr. Dolson stated rent is still being paid on the property. 
Ms. Hammond mentioned her appreciation for keeping the area as clean as possible, including the fence. 
Mr. Kittle, asked Mr. Foerg for his expert advice regarding the property across Lapeer Road, on Dutton Road, and if there 
shouldn’t be something being done. 
Mr. Foerg stated, without knowing the specifics of the property, he can’t answer the question.  He believes there is a 
leachate collection system being run and some monitoring, which means potential problems are continuing to be 
addressed.  He isn’t sure who owns the property. 
Responding to Ms. Verbeke, Mr. Foerg stated things are going well, and there isn’t any need for changes at this point.  All 
involved parties continue to do their jobs well. 
Moved by Kittle; Seconded by McDaniel. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Third Quarter Y2012 Monitoring Network Review Summary prepared by PM 
Environmental and the Fourth Quarter Y2012 and Y2012 Annual Monitoring Network Review Summaries 
prepared by Environmental Resources Group, LLC (ERG) for the Oakland Heights Development Landfill.  

VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.079 
10. COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
Mr. Kittle: 

• Was contacted by a key Member of The Friends of the Library, who complained of being treated like a second 
class citizen when trying to borrow tables.  Because of the treatment, tables were purchased so the used book 
sales could continue.  He told this person he would relay the message to all Council members and invite them to 
be members of The Friends of the Library, with a $10 fee to become an Honorary Council Member of the Friends 
of the Library. The Friends raise $3,000 or so for the Library each year. 

• Noticed some of the joints on Squirrel Road are askew, and uneven. 
• Questioned the modification to the bike path and the new gate now part of the fencing of Heritage in the Hills 

along Tienken Road, and asked what happened. 
Mr. Brisson explained Consumers Energy ran a gas line under the road and repairs are needed on the bike path, 
but the gate has always been there.   

• Asked how the Rochester Soccer league is doing with their development on Dutton Road. 
Mr. Cohen stated the project is moving along, with grading being done and hopes of having the lawn seeded this 
year.  Once seeded, there is a one-year waiting period before the fields can be used to allow for settling.   

• The Leaf Burning Committee canceled this evening’s meeting and will be rescheduling the meeting. 
• Congratulated Gary Chapman on his being awarded Firefighter of the Year from the State of Michigan. 

Ms. Verbeke: 
• Asked for an update regarding the painted signage on Joslyn Road. 

Mr. Melchert noted he met with the Road Commission regarding the concrete overlay and asked them about the 
painting.  They in turn stated they would forward the topic to the traffic division, the higher-ups.  There will be a 
May 24th meeting with those higher –ups and he will bring it to their attention for special consideration. 
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Ms. Verbeke stated even if not painted, there needs to be better signage for out-of-towners. 
• Asked about the Memorial Day parade. 

Ms. Hammond knows there will be a parade and an invitation has been extended to Council and their families. 
• Noted there are five positions open on the Library Board; two positions expire in 2015, one in 2017; and two in 

2019.  If anyone is interested in running, they can contact the City Clerk for information at 248.370.9402.  Forty 
signatures are needed on a petition or a candidate can file with a $100 fee.  The filing deadline is May 14th at 4:00 
p.m. 

• Was curious how often the street sweeper, swept the roads.  
Mr. Brisson explained major roads are currently being swept, then local roads and residential with curbs.  About 
two-thirds of the City has been completed and all should be completed by the end of May.  The streets are 
generally cleaned twice a year, with problem areas more frequently.   

Mr. Knight: 
• Thanked everyone who participated in the Steak and Burger night. 
• When or if, will the trees be planted on the west side of Squirrel Road, along the Chrysler property. 

Mr. Herczeg explained the trees will not be replanted at the request of Consumers Energy, because it is a main 
transmission line.  He will see that the stumps are removed. 

• Brent Waldrep was awarded Firefighter of the Year by the Morning Optimist Club, last Thursday, with 40 people in 
attendance at the Public Safety building. 

• Wants to make sure the lawn is not cut too short, three inches minimum; it shouldn’t be cut until it has reached at 
least four inches.    

• The walls of the parking structure have had the stone attached and it looks wonderful. 
Ms. Hammond:  

• Asked if someone could check the pathway near where the old school on Waukegan was removed, she believes 
there may be a problem with it.   

• As discussed in the past, she asked about signage indicating restaurants and other destinations in the City at 
expressway exits.   
It was noted those indicator signs are owned by the State and there is a charge to be included on those signs. 
Mr. Melchert stated he would look into the matter; noting the business owner must approach the State and 
request they be added to the sign and pay the fee. 

11. CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT - none 
12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Tanghe: 

• Hazardous Waste Collection Day is Saturday, May 18, 2013, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 2060 Opdyke 
Road. 
Mr. Brisson noted there will be electronic recycling available as well as the hazardous waste. 

• Reminded Council of the Goals and Objectives meeting scheduled for May 18, 2013 at the downtown DEN. 
• Downtown Status Update –  

• One builder in Forester Square is currently constructing two model homes.  There have been many inquiries 
from passer-bys that want information on the homes; there has been no advertising at this point but a lot of 
interest.   
• The graduate student housing project has 10 commitments for apartments, even though there has not been 
any advertising for the apartments either.  Both developments, this and Forester Square will be launching their 
websites with marketing information in about a week.   

13. EXECUTIVE SESSION – Pending Litigation 
Moved by Verbeke; Seconded by Knight. 
 RESOLVED: To adjourn to Executive Session. 
VOTE:  Yes: Hammond, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Verbeke 
        No:  None Motion Carried (5-0) 
Resolution No. 13.05.079 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:05 p.m. 
Council reconvened the regular meeting at 8:34 p.m. 
14. ADJOURNMENT  
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 pm. 
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