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Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police 
Presidential Medal 

 
On June 25, 2013, Director/Chief of Police Doreen E. Olko was named the 
2013 recipient of the “Presidential Medal” from the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police (MACP).  The Presidential Medal is awarded to individuals 
for outstanding and extraordinary professional and personal service to the 
criminal justice system, law enforcement profession, and MACP 
organization.  

 
Chief Olko is active with MACP, which she joined in 1992 prior to being 
appointed as chief. She currently serves as the chairperson of the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards and has also served on the  
legislative committee (1993-1998), private security liaison committee (1996-
1998), the board of directors for district two (2003-2006), chairperson for 
the traffic safety committee (2004-2008), representative to the Michigan 
Secretary of State’s Driver Education Reform Committee (2005), and 
representative to the Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards 
(2006). 
 
Beyond her role at Auburn Hills, Chief Olko is active in civic and professional 
organizations. She is a member of the Auburn Hills Morning Optimist Club 
and served as president from 2002-2003; is past president of the Michigan 
State University Criminal Justice Alumni Association; past president of the 
Oakland County Chiefs of Police Association (1998-1999); past president of 
the Southeastern Chiefs of Police Association (2003); member of the 
American Society for Industrial Security; lifetime member of the Central 
Michigan Crime Prevention Association; and a committee chair and co-chair 
for the Oakland County Chiefs of Police on county-wide projects. 
 
Chief Olko holds a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from Michigan State 
University, a master’s degree of liberal studies and technology from Eastern 
Michigan University and is a graduate of Northwestern University’s School 
of Police Staff and Command. 
 
 

 

Sergeant Jim Stoinski Graduates from  
Michigan State University 

School of Police Staff and Command 
 
On June 21, 2013, Sergeant Jim Stoinski graduated from the Michigan 
State University School of Police Staff and Command, 8th class.  This is a 
400 hour problem-based learning course that utilizes a blend of classroom 
facilitated learning and cutting edge distance learning technologies. 
Problem Based Learning (PBL) represents the next generation in law 
enforcement training by fostering critical thinking, and employing learning 
philosophies appropriate in today’s law enforcement world. 

 
School of Staff and Command prepares command officers for the future 
challenges we face in the public safety field. Topics include; human 
resources, staffing, budgeting, internal investigations, supervision, 
communications, and resource allocation to name a few. 
  
What makes this course different from others is that it utilizes the 
Problem Based Learning Method. Problem-based learning (PBL) is an 
approach that challenges students to learn through engagement in real 
problems. It is a format that develops problem solving strategies by 
placing students in the active role of problem-solvers confronted with an 
ill-structured situation that simulates the kind of problems they are likely 
to face as future leaders in law enforcement organizations.  
 
This course is very challenging yet extremely rewarding. Sergeant Stoinski 
was able to make contacts with classmates from across the state that he 
learned a tremendous amount from over the course of 6 months. They 
are all a valuable resource to have as we move into the future challenges 
of law enforcement. Several other members of the Police Department 
have graduated from this course. They include; Lieutenant Ryan Gagnon, 
Lieutenant Jill McDonnell, Sergeant Steve Groehn, and Sergeant Rick 
Leonard.  MSU School of Staff and Command now has over 100 graduates 
across the State of Michigan. 
 
We are proud of Sergeant Stoinski’s accomplishment and dedication to 
serving our community.  The knowledge he has gained from this course 
will assist our department in the future and ensure that our agency 
remains a premiere law enforcement agency in the state. 
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Aggressive Driving Enforcement Initiative 
 

 
 
On Tuesday June 11, 2013, from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, members of the 
Southeast Oakland County Crash Investigation Team (SOCCIT) conducted an 
“aggressive driving” enforcement detail.  The enforcement zone was along I-
75 from Baldwin Rd. in Auburn Hills to 14 Mile Rd. in Troy.  Officers focused 
their enforcement efforts toward reducing crashes and aggressive driving.  
The following is a summary of the activity during the enforcement period: 

• 11 officers participated in the enforcement detail. 
• 43 vehicles were stopped. 
• 30 speeding citations were issued. 

o 2  were for 104 mph. 
o The majority of speeding violations were for 85 to 95 

mph in a 70 mph zone. 
• 7 other violations were issued, including following too closely, etc. 
• One driver was arrested on a Child Support warrant. 

 

The SOCCIT team is comprised of crash investigators from Auburn Hills, Troy, 
and Bloomfield Twp. Police Departments.  The team is a collaborative effort 
to reduce investigative costs to all communities, provide high quality crash 
investigations, and improve the efficiency of re-opening roads to the 
motoring public quicker. 

In February the SOCCIT team was recognized by the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police for their resource sharing and traffic incident management 
program.  They were awarded a $5,000 grant for “Excellence in Traffic 
Safety” to be used for a traffic safety initiative.  These funds will be used to 
cover the cost of this enforcement detail. 

The media was invited to participate in a “ride-a-along” during the 
enforcement detail.  Several news outlets participated, which drew public 
attention to “aggressive driving” and the consequences of people driving in 
this manner.  The unique thing about this detail was that the crash 
investigators themselves were the ones working it and stopping vehicles.  
These are the same officers who are called out to investigate serious and 
fatal crashes, and the same ones who notify family members when their 
loved ones are involved in a serious crash. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of Force Training at  
Oakland Community College CREST Center 

 
During the months of May and June members of the Police Department 
participated in our annual Use of Force training.  Topics covered during 
this training include firearms, Taser, OC spray, handcuffing, intermediate 
control devices, etc.  Each officer participates in 16 hours of training in 
the classroom and on the range, followed-up with an 8 hour training day 
at the CREST Center. 

 
 
Force on Force training occurs at the CREST Center where this year’s 
training scenarios included; high-risk vehicle stops, isolation drills 
focusing on decision making, and scenarios in low-light conditions.  
Equipment used for this training includes duty firearms, using training 
ammunition or “marking cartridges” which gives immediate feedback to 
the officers.  This training aids us by inserting officers into high stress 
situations that forces them to make quick life or death decisions.  This 
prepares our officers to make the proper decisions in real world “high 
risk/low frequency” events. 

 
 
Training our officers to utilize the equipment they have been issued 
properly and in the safest way possible helps us prepare them for 
anything they may encounter.  Our officers are capable of handling high 
risk situations and we continuously work to improve their capabilities 
and decision making abilities. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Suspects Arrested for Attempting to Steal  
Catalytic Converters 

 
On June 25, 2013 at 8:20 pm, Officers from the afternoon shift were called 
to the Ride Share “car pool” parking lot on Baldwin Rd. near I-75 for 
suspects stealing a catalytic converter from a vehicle.  A witness was pulling 
into the parking lot and noticed the suspects cutting the catalytic converter 
off of a vehicle with a reciprocating saw or “Sawzall”.  The witness 
immediately called police to report the incident.  The suspects began to 
leave the area, before they could actually take the converter they were 
trying to cut from the car. 

 

Officers Super and Eftink arrived in the area and stopped the suspect vehicle 
as it was leaving the parking lot.  Two suspects, Titus Bigelow, 21 years old, 
from Highland Park and Amber Cherry, 23 years old, from Detroit were 
arrested.  They were driving a 2007 black Buick Lucerne.  Inside the vehicle 
officers located 10 catalytic converters along with various tools used to cut 
them from cars. 

Both suspects were charged with Attempt Larceny from Motor Vehicle, a 2 
½ year felony offense.  They were arraigned at 52/3 District Court in front of 
Magistrate Marie Soma.  Mr. Bigelow’s bond was set at $25,000 cash, 10% 
allowed.  Ms. Cherry’s bond was set at $5,000 personal bond.  Both will 
return to court in July for additional court proceedings. 

Detective Tuski continues to follow-up on the case and has identified other 
locations in the metro area where these suspects stole catalytic converters 
from cars.  He is working with these other agencies and more charges are 
anticipated. 

This incident was an excellent example of a citizen seeing something that 
did not seem right and called the police to investigate.  We thank this citizen 
for his attention to detail and saying something about it. 

 
 

Crime and Service Statistics 

We continually strategize our responses and make the best use of the 
tools and personnel we have to produce the best possible outcomes. 
 

 
 
We have experienced a 1.81%% increase in our Part A incidents (more 
serious offenses), -4.03% decrease in our Part B incidents (non-violent 
misdemeanors), and a 6.75% increase in Part C incidents (misdemeanor 
and service related incidents) compared to the same time frame last year. 
 

 
 

We have experienced a 12.43% increase in traffic crashes compared to the 
same time frame last year. 

 

 
 

Officers have issued 8.42% more traffic citations compared to the same 
time frame last year. 
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