
 

CITY OF AUBURN HILLS  

Regular City Council Meeting  

Minutes  

September 9, 2019  

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor McDaniel at 7:07 p.m. 

LOCATION:   City Council Chamber, 1827 N. Squirrel Road, Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Present:  Mayor McDaniel, Council Members Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, Moniz and 
Verbeke 

     Absent:   Council Member Hammond 

Also Present: City Manager Tanghe, City Attorney Beckerleg, Assistant City 
Manager Grice, City Clerk Pierce, Fire Chief Taylor, Police Chief Baker, Finance 

Director Schulz, Deputy Finance Director/Deputy Treasurer Farmer, DPW Director 
Melchert, Deputy DPW Director Stahly, Mgr of Municipal Properties Torres, Mgr of 

Fleet and Roads Michling, GIS Specialist Bowman, Mgr of Business Development 

Carroll, Director of Authorities Skopek, Engineer Juidici, Management Intern  Hagge 

 

2 Guests 

 

Workshop Topic: Presentation of Proposed 2020 Budget  

 

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

4a. City Council Workshop Minutes, August 26, 2019 

Moved by  Verbeke Seconded by Burmeister.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council  Workshop Minutes of August 26 , 2019  as 
presented . 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.121        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  

 

4b. City Council Minutes, August 26, 2019 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Moniz.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the City Council  Regular Meeting Minutes of August 26 , 2019  

as corrected . 

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.122        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  

 

5.  APPOINTMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS  

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT  

7.  CONSENT AGENDA 

7a. Board and Commission Minutes 

7a1. Downtown Development Authority Informational Meeting , August 19, 2019 

7a2. Downtown Development Authority, August 19, 2019  

7a3. Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, August 20, 2019 

7a4. Election Commission, August 21, 2019 

RESOLVED:  To receive and file the Board and Commission Minutes.  
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7b. Motion - To approve the Winter Operations Agreement between the City of Auburn Hills and the 

Road Commission for Oakland County. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the Winter Operations Agreement between the City of Auburn 
Hills and the Road Commission for Oakland County. Services to be reimbursed from the 

Road Commission for Oakland County to the City of Auburn Hills in the amount of 
$43,522.72 . 

 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Moniz.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the Consent Agenda Items.  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.123        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  

 

8.  OLD BUSINESS  

8a.  Motion ï To approve the 2019 Amended Budget. 

Ms. Schulz presented the amendments to the 2019 Budget.  The original budget was approved in October, 
2018 and the amendment provides changes in revenues as well as decreases in expenditures. Overall the 

budget is a net decrease for the City.  All departments have looked at their budgets and there are no 

expected changes, however if that does take place, the item will be presented to Council for approval.   

 

Moved by  Verbeke, Seconded by Kittle.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the 2019 Amended Budget as attached.  (Appendix A)  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.124        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  

 

9.  NEW BUSINESS  

9a.  Motion ï To authorize the City Manager to approve the Facilities Investment Grade Audit and 
Project Proposal Contract with NORESCO. 

Mr. Stahly presented the summary of energy savings performance contracting program, project 
background, benefits specific to the city, a proposed schedule, and information regarding the company 

NORESCO.  The energy savings performance contracting program is highly regulated through the Federal 
Department of Energy and State of Michigan.  This program is being looked into due to the high cost i tems 

that are in need of repair:  HVAC, roofs and other items around the City.  He explained that there  could be 

a cost savings option available.  He noted that there is no capital outlay for the facilities and that this should 
be looked at if this is not approved.   

 

He explained that when you look at the amount of improvements that need to be made and the potential 
for funding, NORESCO could help with this.  This program will monitor and evaluate  the improvements that 

have been made and troubleshoot any other challenges that may arise and make a determination as to 
whether the benefit is worth the cost to make the additional savings.   

  

Moved by Moniz, Seconded by Burmeister.  

RESOLVED:  To authorize the City Manager to approve a Facilities Investment Grade 

Audit and Project Proposal Contract with NORESCO pending review of the contract by 
the City Attorney and finding it satisfactory from legal standpoint.  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.125        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  
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9b.  Motion ï To approve the replacement of a rooftop heating, ventilation, and air conditioning unit at 

the Public Safety Building and a 50 ton chiller at the Auburn Hills Public Library.   

Mr. Torres presented the need to replace the rooftop unit of the Public Safety Building which controls the  
temperatures in various areas of the building.  The old unit had a compressor  failure and contains R-22 to 

cool the unit and that product is being outlawed effective January 1, 2020.  He also shared the need to 
replace the chiller at the Library.  This unit has not been functioning since July, 2019.  It is on the 

replacement schedule and is 24 years old. It was explained that this is not a negotiation with K&S venture 
for ongoing maintenance but rather the immediate replacement of 2 units that have failed.   

 

Moved by Moniz, Seconded by Verbeke.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the purchase of a 25 ton Daiken rooftop HVAC unit for the 

Public Safety Building and a 50 ton Trane chiller for the Auburn Hills Public Library to 
K&S Ventures, Inc. with funding available in G/L 101 -265 -933.000 Equipment 

Maintenance.  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.126        Motion Ca rried (6 -  0)  

 

9c.  Motion - To approve the Scope of Engineering Services Associated with the Auburn Road 

Rehabilitation and Water Main Replacement. 

Mr. Michling presented the project that will provide a four inch overlay  on Auburn Rd. and repair of 

deteriorated curbs and gutter replacement.  This project will also add a pedestrian ramp upgrade as well 
as a new water main.  This project is projected to be completed in 2020.  Council asked how OHM estimates 

the cost of project repairs.  It was explaine d that OHM has a list of projects that need to be completed.  
They will estimate the hours needed to complete the project and the staff assigned to the task.   

 

Moved by Verbeke, Seconded by Burmeister.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the OHM Advisors scope of engineering services for the Auburn 

Road rehabilitation and water main replacement in the not to exceed amount of 
$275,000.00 and the material testing estimate of $15,000.00 to G2.  Services provided 

will be paid proportionately with budgeted funds in the amount of $140,000.00 from 

roads account #202 -452 -973.000 AUBURNROADXX and $150,000.00 from the water 
account #592 -536 -977.001 AUBURNROADXX.  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  

Resolution No. 19.0 9.127        Motion Carried (6 -  0)  

 

9d. Motion ï To authorize the implementation of the recommendations necessary to receive 

Redevelopment Ready Communities Certification. 

Ms. Carroll presented the resolution regarding the implementation of recommendations for a 

Redevelopment Ready Communities Certification.  It was stated by Council that the City is already looking 
at areas that are deficient and taking care of the problems.  Ms. Carroll clarified that by receiving this 

certification the City is able to receive funding of certain grants.  She stated that without  being engaged in 

the program the City is not eligible for certain grants.   

 

Moved by Kittle, Seconded by Moniz.  

RESOLVED:  To approve the resolution authorizing the implementation of the 

recommendations necessary to receive Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) 
Certification from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.  (Appendix B)  

VOTE: Yes:  Burmeister, Kittle, Knight, McDaniel, Moniz, Verbeke  

 No:  None  
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Resolution No. 19.0 9.128         Motion  Carried (6 -  0)  

 

10.  COMMENTS AND MOTIONS FROM COUNCIL  

Mr. Knight ï Stated that he greatly appreciates the striping downtown.  He also provided a short report on 

the progress on South Squirrel Rd.  Mr. Knight questioned the trucks in the downtown area.  Chief Baker 

stated that officers are watching for this type of traffic in the downtown area.   

 

Mr. Kittle ï Thanked DPW for the time they took to clean up the barrels and barriers at University, Walton 

and Squirrel Rds.     

 

Mr. Moniz ï Shared that he appreciated the quick response DPW took with an issue on Opdyke Rd.  He 

then asked about the railroad tracks on Joslyn Rd.  Mr. Melchert explained that GM was not ready to 
abandon the tracks yet. 

 

Mr. Burmeister ï Questioned the amount of weeds in the parking lot on the Phillips lot.  Mr. Cohen stated 
that he will have Code Enforcement look into it.  Mr. Burmeister also stated that there seems to be a lot of 

tree work being done near t he bridge by Pontiac.  Mr. Juidici stated that MDOT is beginning the prep/staging 

work for the beam replacements.   

 

Mayor McDaniel ï Stated that he was happy to see the progress of the striping downtown  with the reflective 

prisms in it.  Mr. Juidici stated that t ree material is in for th e planters downtown and the irri gation will be 
finished by the end of September.  Mr. Juidici explained that the median on North Squirrel, north of Auburn 

Rd will be completed soon.   

 

11.  CITY ATTORNEY REPORT  

12.  CITY MANAGE R REPORT 

Mr. Tanghe ï Shared that the Chamber of Commerce hosted a delegation from India.  The City is honored 

to have their presence here, as well as Mahindra and a representative from Oakland County.   

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Hearing no objections, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:00PM. 

 

 

 

 

Kevin R. McDaniel, Mayor  Laura M. Pierce, City Clerk 
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APPENDIX A  
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